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Jesus Christ, whom we worship, is our crucified, 
risen and ascended Lord and we have walked 
with him through his journey of love. We have 
faced the agony of his suffering and death on a 
cross. We have rejoiced at his bursting free from 
the bonds of death. We have enjoyed his risen 
presence with us and his revelation of himself 
through the breaking of bread. We have seen his 
return to the throne before which every knee 
shall bow and every tongue confess that this Je-
sus is Lord. And now, with the followers of his 
own time. We await the coming of the promised 
Holy Spirit, his gift to his people, through whom 
we make Christ known to the world. 



 

 

  
The Introduction 
 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 
Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me bless his holy name. 
 

The Confession. 
 
 What God has prepared for those who love him, 

 he has revealed to us through the Spirit; 

 for the Spirit searches everything. 

 Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord,   

 who has prepared good things for those who love him.. 

AMEN 
 

Silence 
 
The Canticle  
 

 The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus   
 has set us free from the law of sin and death. 
 
 All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God;    
 for we have received the Spirit that enables us to cry, 

‘Abba, Father’. 
  
  The Spirit himself bears witness that we are children of 

God  and if God’s children, then heirs of God; 
  
  
 



 

 

 If heirs of God, then fellow-heirs with Christ;  
 since we suffer with him now, that we may be glorified 

with him. 
 
 These sufferings that we now endure are not worth com-

paring to the glory that shall be revealed. 
  
 For the creation waits with eager longing  
 for the revealing of the children of God. 

 
Romans 8.2,14,15b–19 

  
 Glory to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning is now 
 and shall be for ever. Amen.   

   
 

The Pentecost Reading 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (2.1-13) 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 

place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush 

of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sit-

ting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 

tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 

them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 

heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered 

and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 

native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are 

not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we 

hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, 

Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, Cretans and Arabs – in our own languages we hear 

them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and 

perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But oth-

ers sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 



 

 

Reflection 

Some come to faith with a bang, a sudden realisation and con-

version that seems like St Paul’s experience on the Damascus 

Road. Some come to faith with a slow dawning realisation that 

there is more to life than what they are currently experiencing. 

Others have always had a faith, always attended church and 

have never really questioned what it is to believe, their faith is 

part of their make up, their identity  and it always has been and 

always will be. 

There is no right or wrong way to come to Christ, some may tell 

you otherwise, some denominations or sects will tell you that 

unless you have been lost, you cannot become found. You can-

not follow Christ unless you are born again.  

Experiencing and embracing the power of the Spirit is some-

times taken as a sign that someone has been born again and 

unless the spirit is seen to move in you, or you feel the dynamic 

power of the Holy Spirit somehow you are not really a Christian. 

Thoughts such as these can lead to feelings of disappointment 

or rejection in those who fail to recognise the movement of the 

Spirit within them.  

The Holy Spirit moves within and around us all the time, it 

doesn't have to come as tongues of fire, we don’t have to fall 

around on the ground, ‘slain in the Spirit’. It doesn’t have to in-

volve speaking in tongues, indeed St. Paul was quite dismissive 

of speaking in tongues.  

The message that we are all called to share does not simply 

bring Christ to others, but identifies a presence that is already 

there. It shows that where there is goodness, it is Christ’s good-

ness. Where there is healing and forgiveness it is Christ’s heal-

ing and forgiveness. The message shows people where Christ 

is already active in their lives and in this way, with the Holy Spir-

it it builds up the Body of Christ.  

The tremendous energy that was released on the first Pente-

cost is still seen in the world today. No matter how someone 

comes to faith, the Spirit and its energy is still working today. 

The Holy Spirit that was given to world by God and entered the 



 

 

first disciples on the first Pentecost still moves among us as 

it did 2000 years ago. It may manifest itself in different way 

in different people, but its influence can be felt by all so that 

we, today’s disciples, may work in communion with each 

other, renewing the face of the earth. 

 
The Prayers 
 
The Lord’s Prayer is said then the following. 
. 
  
 We pray for God to fill us with his Spirit. 
 Generous God, we thank you for the power of your Holy 

Spirit. We ask that we may be strengthened to serve 
you better. 

 Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
 We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit. 
 We ask you to make us wise to understand your will. 
 Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
 We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit. 
 We ask you to keep us confident of your love wherever 

you call us. 
 Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
 We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit. 
 We ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness 
 where there is division, sickness and sorrow. 
 Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
 We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit. 
 We ask you to equip us for the work which you have giv-

en us. 
 Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
 We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit. 
 We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus. 
 Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
 We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit, given us 



 

 

by the risen Lord. 
 We ask you to keep the whole Church, living and depart-

ed, in the joy of eternal life. 
 Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
 Generous God, you sent your Holy Spirit upon your Mes-

siah at the river Jordan, and upon the disciples in the up-
per room: in your mercy fill us with your Spirit, hear our 
prayer, and make us one in heart and mind to serve you 
with joy for ever. AMEN 

 
The Collect 
 
 God, who as at this time 
 taught the hearts of your faithful people 
 by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: 
 grant us by the same Spirit 
 to have a right judgement in all things 
 and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; 
 through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, 
 who is alive and reigns with you, 
 In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever. AMEN 
 
 
 
The Conclusion 
 

The love of Christ works in us.  
May he guide us and guard us today and always. 
 

 May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of
 God and  the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all,  
 now and forever.  
 AMEN 
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