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                      Pentecost VII (Trinity 6)  
                  w/c 11th July 2021  

Perhaps we should have had more faith (!) … In the end we 
didn’t need the shelter kindly provided by Pen-y-Fai CiW 
Primary School for our outdoor worship last Sunday.  
Last Sunday was “Thank you” Sunday, a 
day for growing that sense of gratitude 
which seems so rare today. But beyond 
being thankful for staying dry there was 
something deeply incarnational about our 
worship. Starting among the beautiful 
sound of rustling, breeze-blown leaves 
and birdsong, it continued even as the  

 

 
 

backdrop morphed into the sound of “life” as people washed 
cars, cut lawns and even hoovered houses … and there in its 
midst, the very Christian remembrance of God’s presence in our 
world.  
 
The incarnational act of faith and witness that speaks into life 
happens on many levels and in many different ways. Amongst 
this week’s “Thoughts for the week” you’ll find some very public 
acknowledgements of the importance of faith to two young men 
you might see on your TV’s tonight (Sunday) …. but whilst 
theirs is a huge platform, no less thanks is due to those who 
risked coming along to last Sunday’s worship and who risked 
being seen as Christian to bring Jesus’ presence to the world 
beyond our walls.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Amongst the things I’m grateful for just 
now is another young man, namely 
England’s football manager Gareth 
Southgate. But delighted as I am for the 
success of his team, I am far more 
grateful for Gareth himself; for the way 
he conducts himself and has  

moulded and supported his team on a raft of other issues, and 
perhaps above all for his emotional intelligence. Gareth 
Southgate the leader seems to be a respectful, calm, measured, 
selfless, humble, sensitive and very aware person; someone 
who carries his responsibilities seriously but lightly on his 
shoulders whilst injecting into our public narrative a much 
needed dose of …well let’s just call it quality, integrity or class. 
Above all, my gratitude for him is rooted in his avoidance of 
engaging in the “games” that so leaders seem to think 
acceptable in order to get what they want or to “succeed”.  
 
Gareth is reportedly 6ft tall, but just now he 
looks like a giant for our time…perhaps we 
should aspire to “be like Gareth”  What you are 
grateful for just now and could your gratitude 
be activated to make a difference or maybe 
even change a life. If so, be thankful!!  
Stay safe, take care. Be patient and kind.          
Fr Anthony  

 

 
  



Collect 
Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things 
as pass our understanding: pour into our hearts such love toward you that 
we, loving you in and above all things, may obtain your promises which 
exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord, who 
is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen 
 
A reading from the Book of the prophet Amos                              (7. 7-15)  
This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a 
plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. And the Lord said to me, “Amos, what 
do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.”  
Then the Lord said, “See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people 
Israel; I will never again pass them by; the high places of Isaac shall be made 
desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against 
the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 
Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, 
“Amos has conspired against you in the very centre of the house of Israel; the 
land is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall die 
by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.’” 
And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your 
bread there, and prophesy there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the 
king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 
Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a 
herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the Lord took me from following 
the flock, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ 
 
Psalm 85. (8-13) 
8  
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will  
   speak peace to his people, to his faithful, to those who  
   turn to him in their hearts. 
9  
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 
    that his glory may dwell in our land. 
10  
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 
    righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 
11  
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 
    and righteousness will look down from the sky. 
12  
The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its  
   increase. 
13  
Righteousness will go before him, and will make a    
   path for his steps. 
 
 

A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Ephesians                          (1. 3-14)  
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in 
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 
love.  
He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. in him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he 
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery 
of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for 
the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
earth.  
In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according 
to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and 
will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the 
praise of his glory.  
In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised 
Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own 
people, to the praise of his glory. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St Mark                      (6: 14 - 29)  
King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known.  
Some were saying, “John the baptiser has been raised from the dead; and for this 
reason these powers are at work in him.”  But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others 
said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, 
he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in 
prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had 
married her. For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your 
brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him.  
But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and 
holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; 
and yet he liked to listen to him.  
But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his 
courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee.   
When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his 
guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give 
it.” And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even 
half of my kingdom.”  She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask 
for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.”  Immediately she rushed back 
to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the 
Baptist on a platter.”   
The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he 
did not want to refuse her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with 
orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his 
head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother.  
When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a 
tomb. 
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Worshipping in our 
church buildings  
 

 
Sunday 18th July at St Teilo’s Church, Merthyr Mawr 

 
It’s lovely to be back and able to worship in 
all of our church buildings, and as we 
continue through the summer months, so 
long as things remain positive COVID-wise, 
we will begin to gradually increase the 
incidence of worship in our buildings, aim to 
reintroduce singing and at the same time 
also celebrate with others as we 
recommence hosting Baptisms and 
Weddings.  
We do, of course, continue to live in 
challenging and uncertain times and 
ensuring safety for those who come to us is  

 

 
  of paramount importance. As such worship remains quite different (face- 
  coverings, social distancing, communion in one-kind only) but it is  
  nonetheless lovely to be able to come together to share in this act. Despite  
  all of the relaxations, we continue to be safest when we do not mix indoors,  
  and what with the outdoor and online services we offer plus the support  
  available for worshipping at home, there remains no need for anyone to feel   
  that they have to take risks they’d rather not take in order to be able to  
  worship.  
 
Worship Arrangements  
“In-building” services are short and the numbers able to attend are   
 limited. This means that – at least for July - “booking” remains 
necessary and only those who have booked will be able to enter 
the building.  Worship this Sunday (11th) is at All Saints Church in 
PenyFai (you should already have booked if you wish to come along) but 
next Sunday (18th) we will be in St Teilo’s, Merthyr Mawr for two 
services - at 10am and 11am – and there will be online worship at 
6.30pm.  

 

 

 
Benefice News 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Worshipping in our 
church buildings 
(cont’d) 

 
Booking Arrangements for Sunday 18th July at St Teilo’s, 

Merthyr Mawr  
If you wish to attend St Teilo’s for worship on Sunday 18th July 
you must contact Olga Woolfenden on 01656 654 105 by 
phone on Friday 16th July between 1pm and 8pm.   
 
This process has been put in place to ensure that places can be allocated 
fairly on a first-come-first-served basis – please note that e-mail booking 
requests will not be accepted.  
    
What to expect  
Worship remains subject to social-distancing requirements, 
sanitisation of hands and wearing of face-coverings for the majority of 
the time that people are in church (including whilst singing if we are 
allowed).  
In addition, once attendees have been shown to their seat, they will 
be asked to remain in place until the time that they leave church. 
Communion (blessed at the altar) will be brought to people but will be 
in one kind (bread) only.  
Worshippers will also be asked not to gather and chat (even if 
outside) after the service has been concluded.  
All of these steps are designed to protect us all and ensure that the 
opportunities for any transmission of the virus are kept to an absolute 
minimum. These and other issues will be discussed with you when 
you book your space. 
Please also note that in addition to our “in-building” worship there is also 
occasional outdoor worship through the summer and online worship 
continues to be offered most Sunday evenings at 6.30pm.  
Any and all are welcome to join us for any of these services – and should 
you wish to do so please contact Anthony and he will send you the 
necessary information.  



 

 

Collective (Sunday) 
Worship plans for 
July / August 2021 

 

 

 

With all three of our churches now opening for collective worship again, we 
are pleased to share with you details of our Sunday service plans for July 
and August.  
 

You will note that (all things remaining equal in terms of COVID) the 
incidence of services is beginning to rise again. As with everything in the 
current COVID climate, however, these plans may change. If such a change 
is necessary, then we will aim to give as much notice as possible.  

     
SUNDAY WORSHIP FOR JULY 

 
Sunday 11th July - 10am & 11am - Communion @ All Saints,  
                                                                                           Pen-y-Fai  
                                       6.30pm - Online Worship 
                                     
Sunday 18th July – 10am & 11am – Communion @ St Teilo’s,  
                                                                                           Merthyr Mawr  
                                        6.30pm - Online Worship  
 
Sunday 25th July - 10am & 11am – Communion @ St David’s,  
                                                                                              Laleston  
                                        6.30pm - Online Worship 
 
 

================== 
 

   
 

Find us online at http://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/L545/    
or on Facebook 

 

 
merthyr mawr, st teilo’s church  
penyfai all saints church penyfai  
Laleston st david’s church  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Collective (Sunday) 
Worship plans for 
July / August 2021 

 

 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP FOR AUGUST 
 
Sunday 1st August - 10am - Outdoor Communion  
                                                                            (location TBC)   

6.30pm - Online Worship 
 

Sunday 8th August - 10am & 11am - Communion @ All Saints,  
                                                                                           Pen-y-Fai  

1030am  - Morning Worship (Non-communion) @ St David’s, Laleston 
 

NO ONLINE (EVENING) WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY  
 
Sunday 15th August – 10am & 11am – Communion @ St Teilo’s,  
                                                                                           Merthyr Mawr  

1030am  - Morning Worship (Non-communion) @ All Saints, Pen-y-Fai 
 

6.30pm - Online Worship 
 
 
Sunday 22nd August - 10am & 11am – Communion @ St David’s,  
                                                                                              Laleston  

   1030am  - Morning Worship (Non-communion) @ St Teilo’s,  
                                                                                   Merthyr Mawr  

6.30pm - Online Worship 
 

 
Sunday 29th August – Time & venue TBC – Shared Benefice  
                                                                                        Worship  
                     NO ONLINE (EVENING) WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY  
 

Find us online at http://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/L545/    
or on Facebook 

 

 
merthyr mawr, st teilo’s church  
penyfai all saints church penyfai  
Laleston st david’s church  
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
Thought for the week  

(Pt 1)  

 

 
 

     
 

(With thanks to Facebook’s “Roger Lee Quotes”, “Clergy Coaching Network” ” pages) 
   

 
 
 

 

 

 
Benefice Diary  

 

 

 

Pentecost VII (Trinity 6) – THE WEEK AHEAD 
11th July 2021  

Diary 
 

Sunday 11th July – Pentecost VII (Trinity 6)  
1000                     All Saints, Pen-y-Fai           Communion  
1100                     All Saints, Pen-y-Fai           Communion  
1830                     Online Worship  
 
Tuesday 13th July  
0830                       Online Worship                   Morning Prayer 
 
Wednesday 14th July  
1930                       Online Worship                   Compline  
  
Sunday 18th July – Pentecost VIII (Trinity 7)  
1000                     St Teilo’s, Merthyr Mawr,      Communion  
1100                     St Teilo’s, Merthyr Mawr,      Communion  
1830                     Online Worship  
   
Online Services elsewhere in our Ministry Area (w/c 4th July)  

If you wish to join with our friends in Coity, Brackla and Nolton with 
Coychurch for any of their online acts of worship, please contact Rev’d 
Maggie whose details are listed below. 

Sunday 4th July –    Zoom Evensong  
                                     at 6.30pm 
Monday 5th  – Friday 9th   
                     – Morning Prayer daily at 8am                
                     -  Evening Prayer daily at 7pm  
Saturday 10th – Compline at 9pm  

 
 

For joining codes, Rev’d Maggie is contactable on 
maggie53thorne@gmail.com 

 

  



 

 

 
Thoughts for the week 

(Pt 2)  
 

 

 
 

     
 

(with thanks to Facebook’s “Jill Connell” and “Pete Grieg” pages ) 
      

     

 

 

News from the 
Ministry Area of 

Penybont ar Ogwr 

 

 

 
Electoral Roll – We have this week received confirmation about Electoral 
Roll arrangements for the transition to the Ministry Area when the MA is 
formed.  
We’re advised that all those who are CURRENTLY on the Electoral Roll for 
their Parishes will be transferred onto a short-term initial Ministry Area 
Electoral Roll to start the Ministry Area’s existence.  
Based on this amalgamated Electoral Roll, ALL CURRENT Electoral Roll 
members will be invited to participate in the inaugural Ministry Area Vestry 
Meeting (likely to be early 2022) and after that has taken place, the Electoral 
Roll for the MA will be completed afresh (ie the old one will be scrapped and 
a new one created for which everyone will need to re-join).   
Anyone who does not wish to go onto that amalgamated, initial Ministry Area 
Electoral Roll will need to indicate their wish to be removed from the current 
Electoral Roll. If this is you then please contact Anthony to let him know that 
you wish to be removed from the current Roll.  
 
 
Weekly Newsletters - Anyone wishing to receive (electronically) the weekly 
newsletter published by our friends and MA colleagues in Coity, Nolton & 
Brackla, should let Anthony know by next Thursday please (15th July) and he 
can pass your e-mail details to Rev’d Maggie.  
The CNB newsletter is normally published on a Friday ready for the weekend 
ahead.  
 

 
 

Coming together as  
The Ministry Area of 
Penybont ar Ogwr 

 
 

 
For information about Online Services elsewhere in our 
Ministry Area please see the Diary page in this week’s 

LaMMP  
 

 



Congratulations …. 
to Celia and Paul who got married at St David’s 
last Wednesday, the first wedding at Laleston’s 
beautiful 12th century church for nearly two 
years (since August 2019). 
Celia and Paul weren’t the first (and we suspect 
won’t be the last) to find that despite the fear-
mongering we see and hear in the news, the  

 

 
 

 

adjustments being made as a response to 
the current times are not taking anything 
away from the beauty and joy of a church 
wedding and in fact are adding new levels 
of intimacy and meaning to the time spent 
in God’s house, under God’s watchful gaze 
and in God’s hands.   
Our thanks go to Celia and Paul (and their 
guests) for celebrating their love with us, 
and we send them on their way with our 
own love and – of course - God’s blessing.  

 
 

Please contact Anthony if you would like a name to be added to our Benefice-wide,  
prayer lists. It will remain for four weeks only, after which Anthony should be 
contacted again if the need remains 

Ministry of healing 
(for your prayers) 

Helen Waters            Sue Walters 
Matthew Walker         Linda  
Les          James       
Pauline Williams    Mary Howell  

Recently  Departed 
(for the families of)  

Susan Webster  

 
 

Readings for: 
Sunday 11th July  

Pentecost VII (Trinity 6)  
 

Jeremiah 23: 1-6 
Psalm 23 

Ephesians 2: 11-22 
Mark 6: 30-34, 53-56 

 
 

Clergy Contact Details 
Anthony‘s day off is Saturday  
Please note that Anthony is 

away this Monday & Tuesday  
 

Anthony Beer, The Vicarage, Rogers 
Lane, Laleston CF32 0LB 

Tel : 01656  859 487 
e-mail : 

blammp2013@gmail.com   

 


