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Following new guidelines issued by the Church in Wales Bishops on Tuesday
17th March, because of the coronavirus outbreak there can be no public
worship in any of our churches for the time being. All parish study groups, Lent
soup lunches and other meetings are also postponed until we are advised
otherwise.

The full guidance from the Bishops can be found on the Church in Wales website

Although we are unable to hold public worship at the moment, eight of our
churches – Cantref, Llanfrynach, Llanhamlach, Llanfeugan, Llangasty-Talyllyn,
Llangors, Llanywern and Llanfihangel-Talyllyn – will remain open for individual
prayer, reflection or meditation - please, of course, be mindful of the
recommended actions regarding social distancing.

In the absence of church services our web sites (see above), the Church in Wales
and the Church of England web sites have links to a number of prayer resources
which you might find helpful to use at home, in these difficult times for us all.
Trina is hoping to record a short service to be available for streaming from the
parish websites by Sunday, and below is a simple form of service for Mothering
Sunday adapted from resources made available by St David’s Diocese, which
some might find helpful. In addition, at a time when so many are fearful we are
encouraged by Cytun, Churches Together in Wales to light a candle in the
windows of our homes at 7-00pm this Sunday evening, as a visible symbol of the
light of life, Jesus Christ, our source and hope in prayer.

You all remain very much in my prayers at this difficult time

Kelvin
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PRAYERS & READINGS FOR MOTHERING SUNDAY

THE INTRODUCTION
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near. Let the wicked forsake
their way and the unrighteous their thoughts: let them return to the Lord, that he may have
mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

Jesus said: ‘The first commandment is: “Listen Israel! The Lord our God is the only Lord.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with
all your strength.” The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself.” There is no other
commandment greater than these.’

A time of silence to reflect on our sins and shortcomings

Salvator Mundi
Jesus, Saviour of the world come to us in your mercy : we look to you to save and help us.
By your life laid down on the Cross you set your people free : we look to you to save and
help us.
When they were ready to perish you saved your disciples : we look to you to come to our
help.
In the greatness of your mercy loose us from our chains : forgive the sins of all your
people.
Make yourself known as our Saviour and mighty deliverer : save and help us that we may
praise you.
And when you come in your glory make us to be one with you : and to share the life of
your kingdom.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now and shall be for ever. Amen.

THE READINGS
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING - I Samuel 1. 20-28
In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, ‘I have
asked him of the Lord.’
The man Elkanah and all his household went up to offer to the Lord the yearly sacrifice, and
to pay his vow. But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, ‘As soon as the child
is weaned, I will bring him, that he may appear in the presence of the Lord, and remain
there for ever; I will offer him as a nazirite for all time.’



Her husband Elkanah said to her, ‘Do what seems best to you, wait until you have weaned
him; only – may the Lord establish his word.’ So the woman remained and nursed her son,
until she weaned him.
When she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an
ephah of flour, and a skin of wine. She brought him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh; and
the child was young. Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli. And
she said, ‘Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your
presence, praying to the Lord. For this child I prayed; and the Lord has granted me the
petition that I made to him. Therefore I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he lives, he is
given to the Lord.’
She left him there for the Lord.

NEW TESTAMENT READING : St John 19. 25-27
Standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved
standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the
disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

HOMILY
These are strange days. The homily today would normally begin with the difficulty of finding
a Mothering Sunday instead of a Mother’s Day card, but this year the cards seem rather
irrelevant when people are worrying about getting toilet roll or paracetamol or handwash.
Usually people are planning to visit their mothers or take them out for a treat but this year
we are showing our love and care for elderly relatives by staying away and encouraging
them to stay indoors.
But the point illustrated by the difference between a Mothering Sunday and a Mother’s Day
card is probably even more valid today than it has ever been. You see if you are only buying
a Mother’s Day card you are thinking about one particular person, your own mother. Your
own mother may well be marvellous, highly deserving of thanks and praise. She may have
been, like most of us, just doing the best she could at the time. She may no longer be with
you. You may not have known the person who actually gave birth to you. She may have
been neglectful or cruel, abusive or absent. She can only have been one person, other
people can have been like a mother or a step mother or a foster mother, but only one
person gave you birth.
Mothering, however, is a verb. It is an action that can be done by anyone. Good mothering
includes loving, forgiving, nurturing, guiding, letting go, welcoming home. It is deeply
unselfish because it wants, more than anything for the other person to flourishing. It gives
us strength and confidence, comfort and joy.



In our readings Hannah left her child to be mothered by Eli, Christ on the cross made sure
that Mary and John both had someone to mother and be mothered by. Mothering happens
through the grace of God and we all need to be mothered at times and we need to mother
other people too. So, even if the woman who gave us birth lets us down, there may be
many others in our life give us some of the mothering we need and although we often call
God ‘Father’ it is often to Him we turn most for the mothering we need when human beings
let us down.
So, on this strangest of Mothering Sundays we have a choice. Is it Mother’s Day and going
to be all about our own nearest and dearest? If so, all the stockpiling and selfishness we
have seen in the last week or so makes a kind of sense. Or is it Mothering Sunday and going
to be all about trying how, in the most strange and difficult of circumstances we can find
ways to help, support, encourage and nurture each other? If so, we may find ourselves
reconnecting with family, friends, neighbours and God and finding that we do have the
strength and resources to live well in this strange new world we are in.

THE PRAYERS
Loving Lord we pray for those who are suffering from the coronavirus throughout the world.
We pray for all those who have lost a loved one with the illness. Give wisdom to policy
makers, skill to the researchers and comfort to everyone in distress. Bring a sense of calm
to us all in the coming days of uncertainty and distress. This we ask in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord who showed compassion to the outcast, acceptance to the rejected and
love to those to whom no love was shown.

The Lord’s Prayer

The Collect of the Day
God of compassion, your Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life of a home in
Nazareth, and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: strengthen us in our
daily living that in joy and in sorrow we may know the power of your presence to bind
together and to heal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The second collect, for peace.
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life, to serve you is
perfect freedom: defend us in all assaults of our enemies, that we, surely trusting in your
protection, we may not fear the power of any adversaries; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



The third collect, for grace.
O Lord and heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, we thank you for bringing us
safely to the beginning of this new day: defend us by your mighty power that we may be
kept free from all sin and safe from every danger; and enable us in everything to do only
what is right in your eyes; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE CONCLUSION
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with us all, evermore. Amen.

Adapted from resources made available by St David’s Diocese


