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SUNDAY 29th MARCH - LENT 5 / PASSION SUNDAY
1. A PASTORAL LETTER FROM ARCHBISHOP JOHN
Among the words which we have recently heard and, perhaps, used much more frequently is
the word ‘unprecedented’. For example:

The times are unprecedented.
Government measures are unprecedented.
Anxiety is at unprecedented levels.
The NHS is under unprecedented strain.
Disruption our communities, our churches and our individual lives is unprecedented.

What, I know, to be also unprecedented is the determination being demonstrated by
communities of faith, communities at large, families and individuals to engage in acts of
goodness, kindness and generosity which, even when at a distance, offer much-needed
support to those who are vulnerable, needy and fearful. The number of people who have
responded to the call for volunteers is a remarkable indication of the determination to which I
have already referred, while health-care professionals face the challenge head-on.

Loving God’s ways, and demonstrating this by loving one’s neighbour is a fundamental
foundation of our faith and its practice, so I thank you for all that you are doing to help in
whatever ways you are able.

Although church buildings are now closed and likely to remain so for some time, opportunities
for private reflection, prayer and contemplation are open to us all. Please use these to focus
upon the precious nature of life and just how fragile it can be in the face of illness. Focus, too,
upon these beautiful words from the prophecy of Isaiah to some of which I made reference at
Christmas:

But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,

and the flame shall not consume you.
You are precious in my sight, and honoured, and I love you.

Do not fear, for I am with you;
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At times of personal anxiety and in the present unprecedented circumstances, such words of
comfort are vitally important for us to reflect upon and absorb. They provide us with
assurance that we matter and that other people matter; and they both can and should
encourage us to face challenges with personal courage and a commitment to the good of
others.
Any act, however small, of kindness, generosity, compassionate service and love shown to
another person in need demonstrates that we have heeded the words of Jesus from the
familiar parable of the Good Samaritan, to ‘go and do likewise’.

I pray that you will feel encouraged and valued, that you will remember that you matter. I
pray that you will recognise that others matter too, and that following the example of Jesus
and his faithful disciples down the ages, you will be a support, a helper and a comforter.

I want, now, to turn to the days ahead in our church calendar:

We are approaching the journey through that most holy season of the Christian year,
Passiontide and Holy Week, with its themes of pain, betrayal, isolation, fear and desolation,
which will, as always, give way to the newness of Easter.

May I suggest that, day by day, by disciplined reading of and reflecting on the scriptures, you
walk the Passiontide to Easter journey, from death to life? I’ve set out below some suggested
passages from the Gospel according to St John which you can read, and upon which you can
reflect, beginning on Monday, March 30th and ending on Easter Day. I have not suggested
anything for Palm Sunday, since the familiar account of the welcoming cries of ‘Hosanna’
which so easily turned to shouts of ‘Crucify’ provides ample opportunity for reflecting upon
the ease with which welcoming Jesus can turn into rejecting Jesus. The burning of Palm
crosses to provide the sorrowful ash of Ash Wednesday is a rich tradition that teaches
profound truth.

If you have access to the internet, you should already be aware of some of the recorded
services which have been provided from some of our parishes, and of the opportunities to
share in worship via services being live-streamed. I am deeply grateful to the clergy and others
who have done so much to maintain links in these and in so many other ways through which
contact continues and the faith is proclaimed.

Finally, be assured that you are, as always, held in my thoughts and prayers. May God ever
bless you and sustain you.

+John Swansea & Brecon

Mon 30th March
John 12: 1-19

Tues 31st March
John 12: 20-46

Wed 1st April
John 13: 1-20

Thurs 2nd April
John 13: 21-38

Fri 3rd April
John 14. 1-27

Sat 4th April
John 15: 1-17

Mon 6th April
John 16: 12-33

Tues 7th April
John 17: 1-25

Wed 8th April
John 18: 1-27

Thurs 9th April
John 18: 28-40

Good Fri 10th April
John 19: 1-37

Sat 11th April
John 19: 38-42

Easter Sun 12th April
John 20: 1-18



2. SERVICES FOR SUNDAY 29th MARCH 2020

Below is a service which you might find useful to use at home.

Revd Trina Lodge has also recorded ‘Faith in Difficult Times - a Short Service’ for
you to follow and participate in. This can be found on Youtube and there are links
to this on the parish websites.
https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=7WCVl5m1DD4

John our Archbishop will be leading a live-streamed Communion Service from
Brecon Cathedral at 11am on Sunday (this will probably be on the Church in Wales
and/or Brecon Cathedral websites)

Finally, there are many other prayer resources available on the Parish websites,
and on the Church in Wales and the Church of England websites.

Take care and stay well

Kelvin

Service of Prayers & Readings to use at Home for Sunday 29th March

(adapted from a service & homily produced by St David’s Diocese. Intercessions
from Church of England resources)

THE INTRODUCTION
Jesus said: ‘The first commandment is: “Listen Israel! The Lord our God is the only
Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
mind and with all your strength.” The second is this: “Love your neighbour as
yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these.’

A time of silence to reflect on our sins and shortcomings

May God our Father, who by our Lord Jesus Christ has reconciled the world to
himself and forgives the sins of all who truly repent, pardon and deliver us from all
our sins, and grant us the grace and power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=7WCVl5m1DD4


Salvator Mundi
Jesus, Saviour of the world come to us in your mercy : we look to you to save and
help us.
By your life laid down on the Cross you set your people free : we look to you to
save and help us.
When they were ready to perish you saved your disciples : we look to you to come
to our help.
In the greatness of your mercy loose us from our chains : forgive the sins of all
your people.
Make yourself known as our Saviour and mighty deliverer : save and help us that
we may praise you.
And when you come in your glory make us to be one with you : and to share the
life of your kingdom.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now and shall be for ever. Amen.

THE READINGS
Ezekiel 37. 1-14 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by
the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of
bones. He led me all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and
they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O
Lord God, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you,
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in
you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked,
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had
covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to
the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God:
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may
live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say,
“Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.”
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you
back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within



you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know
that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’

John 11. 1-45 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary
and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a
message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he said,
‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of
God may be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her
sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days
longer in the place where he was.
Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said
to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going
there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who
walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But
those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ After saying
this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to
awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all
right.’ Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that
he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead.
For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to
him.’ Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go,
that we may die with him.’
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four
days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at
home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’
Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’
She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the
one coming into the world.’
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her
privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she
got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but
was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her



because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed
in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him,
‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved
him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man
have kept this man from dying?’
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the
dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead
for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would
see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and
said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me,
but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may
believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice,
‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips
of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let
him go.’
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus
did, believed in him.

HOMILY
Our lectionary (the system we use to choose which parts of the Bible we will read
at which service) is set years in advance. Long before anyone had heard of covid
19 or social distancing and few knew about coronavirus or had heard of Wuhan,
someone chose for this Sunday in Lent two stories about despair and death but
ultimately also about hope.

I expect they chose them because this is Passion Sunday, the time when our
focus, in a normal year, would start turning to events in Jerusalem two thousand
years ago, looking towards Jesus’ death and resurrection. So, the lectionary
compilers picked two stories for us that walk that journey through death to life.
Notice the order of events. It is not the usual way we assume the journey goes
(we think through life to death) but that only leaves us with a story with a sad end.
A story that moves from death to life is full of new beginnings.

So here is Ezekiel, at a time when all the things he thought were secure have
been swept away from him. His Temple, the place where he thought God could
always be found, was destroyed. He was living in exile in a foreign land. He had to
worship by the side of a river because they had nowhere to gather and meet. He
thought his people, his way of life and even, perhaps, his God, were all finished.



Even there, however, he is still close to the God who is everywhere. He has a
series of strange but consoling visions, including this one. Before it he thought that
his previous life was as dead as dry bones in a dusty land and all hope was lost.
After it, he realised that God was telling him that new life was not just possible but
was on the way. Eventually most of the exiles went home, they rebuilt Jerusalem
and the Temple but some stayed because they had learnt that God was not tied to
their sense of place.

Then we have this story of Lazarus and his sisters. It is a story full of strong
emotions. The bewilderment, fear and resignation of the disciples, the grief of the
sisters, the amazement of the crowd. It is also a story where people who get a
reputation for doubting and skewed priorities (Thomas and Martha) shine as
examples of faith. There is the triumphant and frantically terrifying climax as the
dead man comes alive out of the tomb trailing grave clothes, as one poet says,
“wiping death like sleep out of his eyes”. It is also a story about how huge death
looks to us and how small it looks to Jesus- just a sleep.

Then there is the story of us here and now, facing a strange world and so
much change that when this was written on Monday, the writer could not know
what we would be facing on the following Sunday when it will be read. We can
learn from the story of Lazarus that God in Jesus sees our life and death very
differently, perhaps He sees it as our death and life. We can learn hope from
Ezekiel and the promise of new life.

In the darkest days of the Second World War, people began to dream and
plan. Many of them, perhaps most of them, were people of faith. They believed
that if the crisis they were living through was to mean anything more than
jingoistic platitudes, they had to think about what they built afterwards. They
could not have lived through what they lived through and go back to ‘life as
normal’. The fruit of those plans and discussions was our welfare state and the
NHS on which we are all depending so much in these days. These people had hope
and planned for new life, for resurrection after the trials of their time. May God
give us the grace to do the same.

THE PRAYERS
Let us pray to God, who alone makes us dwell in safety:

For all who are affected by coronavirus, through illness or isolation or anxiety, that
they may find relief and recovery: Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.



For those who are guiding our nation at this time, and shaping national policies,
that they may make wise decisions: Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.

For doctors, nurses and medical researchers, that through their skill and insights
many will be restored to health: Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.

For the vulnerable and the fearful, for the gravely ill and the dying, that they may
know your comfort and peace: Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.

We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, to the mercy and protection
of God.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

The Collect for Lent 5
Most merciful God, by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you
delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the
cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect, for Grace.
O Lord and heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, we thank you for
bringing us safely to the beginning of this new day: defend us by your mighty
power that we may be kept free from all sin and safe from every danger; and
enable us in everything to do only what is right in your eyes; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

THE CONCLUSION
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.


