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SUNDAY 5th APRIL - PALM SUNDAY

1. DEAR FRIENDS
Today marks the beginning of Holy Week which because of the COVID-19 pandemic, will be a
Holy Week unlike any we have experienced before. In reflecting on this I found these words
on the Church of England web site helpful:

We have already become ‘a different sort of church’ in unprecedented ways. The very place in
which the body of Christ finds its identity, offers prayer, and receives solace in time of crisis—
that is, the church building—is not available to us, and, as in the early days of our faith, public
gatherings of Christians outside the home are forbidden. Nevertheless, we are finding ways to
join in prayer and intention; to cry ‘Abba, Father’; and to recognise we are all buried with
Christ by baptism into his death, that we might walk in newness of life. The present situation
does not negate the joy we have been granted in the resurrection, but it will be lived out this
year in very different ways.
Holy Week and Easter, in particular, will give us opportunities to reflect on all of these matters.
In the annual commemoration of the passion, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we explore who we are and our relationship to the God who loves us. We are enabled to
realise, quite counter-culturally, that everything that we have that is good is a gift, and not a
right. Unlike God, we, as humans do not always have the answers.
We can reflect that, even in the hardest of times, even in the prolonged ‘Holy Saturday’ of
emptiness in which we find ourselves, there is always hope. God, whose nature is mercy, sent
his Son, who experienced the fullness of our own human suffering and makes all things new.
We are still called upon to serve those within and beyond the church, and to care for
the vulnerable. Our historic structures still place us at the heart of the community and indeed
of public life. In these dark times, when it is not possible to recall the death and resurrection of
Christ in our church buildings, we have the opportunity to mark Holy Week at home. We can
discover how what we are now experiencing may contribute to our own ongoing journey as
God’s people. The homes in which we now mainly find ourselves offer us a place in which our
faith can be discovered afresh, where we can find ‘the Church within’.

The website then goes on to suggest many different ways in which we might mark Holy Week
and Easter this year. The link can be found here:

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/holy-week-
and-easter-2020
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One suggestion you might find helpful is, in the absence of any Palm Crosses this year, that we
make a simple cross from card or paper and place this in a window for all to see. Another is to
join in with the ‘Sing Resurrection’ initiative, which is encouraging people to sing the hymns
‘Jesus Christ is risen today’ and ‘Thine be the glory’ as loudly as possible(!) at 10 am on Easter
Day, either at home, or if we are able to, in the garden.

In addition we are continuing to put together services here in our Ministry Area for people to
use at home - below is one for Palm Sunday, and Revd Trina Lodge has recorded another
service for you to follow and join in with - ‘Palm Sunday - Bittersweeet Celebration’. This can
be found on YouTube: https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=1o5dewObzDI&t=26s
and on the Parish Websites.
The Church in Wales and Church of England websites also have links to further prayer
resources, and John our Bishop will be streaming services for Holy Week on the Brecon
Cathedral Facebook page: Monday to Wednesday at 7pm, Maundy Thursday at 6pm and
Good Friday at 3pm.

With best wishes & prayers

Kelvin

2. A SERVICE OF PRAYERS & READINGS TO USE AT HOME FOR PALM SUNDAY 5th APRIL
(adapted from a service & short reflection from St David’s Diocese.
Prayers from Church of England resources and Mothers’ Union)

INTRODUCTION
Christ became obedient to the point of death, even death on the Cross; therefore God also
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name.

Philippians 2:8–9

A time of silence to reflect on our sins and shortcomings

May God our Father, who by our Lord Jesus Christ has reconciled the world to himself and
forgives the sins of all who truly repent, pardon and deliver us from all our sins, and grant us
the grace and power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty and merciful God, we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed. We
have not loved you with all our heart; and we have not loved others as Christ loves us. We
are truly sorry. In your mercy, forgive us. Help us to amend our lives; that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.

May God our Father, who by our Lord Jesus Christ has reconciled the world to himself and
forgives the sins of all who truly repent, pardon and deliver us from all our sins, and grant us
the grace and power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

https://ctbi.org.uk/sing-resurrection/
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=1o5dewObzDI&t=26s


Salvator Mundi
Jesus, Saviour of the world come to us in your mercy : we look to you to save and help us.
By your life laid down on the Cross you set your people free : we look to you to save and
help us.
When they were ready to perish you saved your disciples : we look to you to come to our help.
In the greatness of your mercy loose us from our chains : forgive the sins of all your people.
Make yourself known as our Saviour and mighty deliverer : save and help us that we may
praise you.
And when you come in your glory make us to be one with you : and to share the life of your
kingdom.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now and shall be for ever. Amen.

READINGS
Isaiah 50: 4-9a. The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word
that sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one
being taught. The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears, and I have not been rebellious; I have
not drawn back. I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out
my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting. Because the Sovereign LORD
helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not
be put to shame. He who vindicates me is near. Who then will bring charges against me? Let
us face each other! Who is my accuser? Let him confront me! It is the Sovereign LORD who
helps me. Who is he that will condemn me?

Matthew 21: 1-11 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and at once
you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If
anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right
away."
This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
"Say to the Daughter of Zion, See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey."
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and the
colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. A very large crowd spread their
cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.
The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,
"Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in
the highest!"
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, "Who is this?"
The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee."

SHORT REFLECTION
Do you know what ‘Hosanna’ means? We use it as an exclamation of joy and praise, roughly
the same as ‘Hallelujah’ which really does mean ‘Praise God’.
But it really means something like ‘save us, now’.



The pictures of empty cities on the news are reminiscent of the opening of the film version of
the musical ‘Godspell’. The viewer sees the prophet wander through an empty cityscape, his
voice echoing back from the skyscrapers. In the film he is singing ‘Prepare ye the Way of the
Lord’ but perhaps another Godsell song, a Hosanna song, comes to mind - ‘When wilt thou
save the people/ O God of Mercy, when?/ The people, O the people/ Not thrones and crowns
but men’.
Hosanna, Lord, Hosanna. For China and Italy and America and Spain and all of us, Hosanna.
For the people in refugee camps, slums and over-crowded flats. Hosanna, Lord, Hosanna. For
the worn-down medical staff, those who cannot cope with a changed routine, those seeing
their last pennies drift away. Hosanna, Lord, Hosanna. For those who find the church doors
closed just when they want to come close to God, for those who are losing their sense of self
without their work, for those who cannot give a loved one the funeral they deserve. Hosanna,
Lord, Hosanna. When will you save the people, O God of Mercy, when?
Quite why the crowds should have chosen to say ‘hosanna’ on the first Palm Sunday is a
mystery. One answer might be that all this cutting down of palm branches reminded them of
the Feast of Tabernacles. They sang out the psalm they would have used on that day, probably
as they processed to the Temple, just as we might sing a carol when something reminded us
of Christmas even though it is months away. The psalm is 118 verses 25 and 26 - “Save us,
Lord, save us (Hosanna). Lord send us now success. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. We bless you now from the house of the Lord”. Small wonder then, that the Temple
authorities saw the crowd’s tribute and song as sacrilege.
But maybe too they were crying out for the power of God that they had seen at work in Jesus
really to save them and blessing the one who they thought would bring them hope. So many
desires, hopes and prayers riding along on that donkey, and in a week, Jesus would over-fill
them all, but not in the way, perhaps, that the crowd wanted or intended. Jesus chose a path
which did not lead to many more miracles of healing or feeding, or to revolution or to an end
of tyranny. It led to resurrection and salvation, but it goes through the cross and the grave to
get there.
So today our hosanna may not be a shout of joy, a hallelujah, but it is a prayer we will sing in
the darkness as we wait for our salvation, as we go through these hard times together.
Hosanna, Lord, Hosanna - Save us now, Lord.

PRAYERS
Let us pray to the Lord, who is our refuge and stronghold.

For the health and well-being of our nation, that all who are fearful and anxious may be at
peace and free from worry: Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.

For the isolated and housebound, that we may be alert to their needs, and care for them in
their vulnerability: Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.



For our homes and families, our schools and young people, and all in any kind of need or
distress: Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.

For a blessing on our local community, that our neighbourhoods may be places of trust and
friendship,where all are known and cared for: Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.

Loving Lord We pray for those who are suffering from the coronavirus throughout the world.
We pray for all those who have lost a loved one with the illness. Give wisdom to policy makers,
skill to the researchers and comfort to everyone in distress. Bring a sense of calm to us all in
the coming days of uncertainty and distress. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord
who showed compassion to the outcast, acceptance to the rejected and love to those to
whom no love was shown. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

The Collect for Palm Sunday
Most merciful God, by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you delivered and
saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross we may triumph in the
power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect, for Grace.
O Lord and heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, we thank you for bringing us safely
to the beginning of this new day: defend us by your mighty power that we may be kept free
from all sin and safe from every danger; and enable us in everything to do only what is right in
your eyes; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONCLUSION
Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, Christ beside me,
Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me. Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend
and stranger. St Patrick’s Brestplate

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with us all, evermore. Amen.


