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SUNDAY 19th APRIL - EASTER 2

Dear Friends

In the continued absence of any services in our churches here below is a service
and short address for this Sunday which I hope you might find useful to use at
home.

Revd Trina Lodge has also recorded another video service - ‘Doubt & Faith’ - for
today for you to follow and participate in. You can find a link to this this on the
Parish websites and at:

https://youtu.be/poI8RkKmkAs

There are also links to many other prayer resources, including streamed services,
on the Parish websites, and on the Church in Wales and the Church of England
websites.

Don’t forget that there are also services to follow on TV and radio as well:
Today on BBC 1 - 10am Sunday Worship from St David’s Cathedral, 1-15pm Songs
of Praise
Today on Radio 4 - 8-10am Sunday Worship from Holy Trinity, Platt, Manchester
Today on Radio 3 - 3pm Choral Evensong from Church of the Incarnation, Dallas
Monday - Friday on Radio 4 Long Wave - 9-45am The Daily Service.

Take care and stay well

Kelvin
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A SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 19th APRIL (EASTER 2) TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION

The Lord has risen indeed. Alleluia! Luke 24:34

Keep a time of silence to reflect on sins and shortcomings, then say:

Like Mary at the empty tomb, we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

Like the disciples behind locked doors, we are afraid to be seen as your followers.
Christ have mercy: Christ have mercy.

Like Thomas in the upper room we are slow to believe.
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us
by his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

THE EASTER ANTHEMS
Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us: so let us celebrate the feast,
Not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.
Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: death has no more dominion over him.
In dying he died to sin once for all: in living he lives to God.
See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Christ has been raised from the dead: the first fruits of those who sleep.
For as by man came death: by man has come also the resurrection of the dead;
For as in Adam all die: even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

EASTER 2 COLLECT
Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins and to rise again for our
justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness that we may always
serve you in pureness of living and truth; through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

READINGS

Acts 2. 14, 22-32 Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,
‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.
‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you
by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you



yourselves know—this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God
raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its
power. For David says concerning him, “I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right
hand so that I will not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope. For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your
Holy One experience corruption. You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make
me full of gladness with your presence.”
‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and
was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had
sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing
this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, “He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.” This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are
witnesses.

John 20. 19-31 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and
his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand
in his side, I will not believe.’
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he
said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my
side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to
him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have come to believe.’
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

Address
On the evening of the first Easter Day, the disciples were behind locked doors because they
were afraid. Hardly the best beginning for a movement that was meant to go on a transform
human history, then.

After nearly four weeks in lock-down because of the coronavirus, and with the prospect of at
least three weeks more, perhaps we can appreciate something of what those disciples were
going through, as we find ourselves behind our own locked doors, in fear for our health,
concerned about our families and loved ones, worried about work and financial security.



Then there are those ‘metaphorical doors’ that also keep us locked away, just as effectively as
the real doors that secured the disciples - our insecurities or compulsions, the hurts we’ve
experienced, the hurts we’ve caused, the relationships we have or don’t have, our doubts, our
self-righteousness, our uncertainties, our sins - all those things that sometimes conspire to
sometimes make our ‘locked doors’ somehow safer and more comforting than the hurt and
fear that we are afraid we might find ‘out there’.

Yet the central thing the Easter story has to say to us is that Christ has gone through, gone
through death, gone through our locked doors, whatever they represent, just as he went
through the locked doors of the disciples, in today’s Gospel. After all, he didn't wait for the
disciples to figure out that they didn't need to be afraid anymore and unlock the doors
themselves. He didn't wait for Thomas to stop doubting. He didn't wait for any of them to be
or do anything different. He just showed up, and he went through their locked doors and he
loved them. That's what he did then, and that's what he does now. He comes through the
doors that are there, right into the middle of whatever our fears are; and he loves us. That's
what he always does.

Of course that’s not to say that when he comes to us and loves us in this way, that everything
will suddenly seem perfect. Nearly all of the disciples lived and died in ways that we would
probably consider tragic. Legend has it that all of them died young, except John and he
probably spent his last years in exile. Likewise our fears are still there. They doesn't vanish
overnight. But after Easter, things are different - even if we don't realize it or totally believe it,
things are different.

And the reason they that’s so - why things are different from now on - is because of what he
then goes on to do:-

The first thing he does for the huddled disciples on that first Easter evening, is that he gives
them the gift of his Spirit, his power, his grace, his guidance; that same Spirit we too are given
at our Baptism; the gift we are given, over and over again, as he reaches out to us and makes
of us a new creation -- whether we are aware of it or not.

The second thing he does is that he says to the disciples "as the father has sent me, so I send
you." In other words he calls them to mission, ministry and to service. And the remarkable
thing about that is that it’s only as they begin to follow the Lord's command to be his servants
in this way - only as they begin to step out from behind their locked doors, - that they find
within themselves the ability and strength that Jesus has given them, only then they discover
that it’s possible to become more than they had ever imagined, to do more than they had
ever thought possible.

And that’s where we are too – or at least where we are meant to be. Jesus has walked
through the locked doors of our fears and has come to us in love. He has breathed on us the
breath of the Spirit, and he sends us as he was himself sent by the Father. That's who we are -
a people who are loved, and given power, a people who are sent to love and to serve. For it’s
in this way that the Easter story continues, a story of which we are a part. Amen.



PRAYERS

Let us pray to God, who alone makes us dwell in safety:

For all who are affected by coronavirus, through illness or isolation or anxiety, that they may
find relief and recovery: Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.

For those who are guiding our nation at this time, and shaping national policies, that they may
make wise decisions: Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.

For doctors, nurses and medical researchers, that through their skill and insights many will be
restored to health: Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.

For the vulnerable and the fearful, for the gravely ill and the dying, that they may know your
comfort and peace: Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.

We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, to the mercy and protection of God.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

CONCLUSION

Thou art risen, O Lord! Rise up, my heart, give thanks, rejoice! And do thou, O Lord, deign to
enter it despite the shut doors. Shew me thy hands and thy side,that it is thou thyself. Send
me about thy business, servant of the living King, the King of kings; and hide my life in thine
for ever and ever. Eric Milner-White

May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, fill us all with his new life.
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.


