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SUNDAY 3 MAY - EASTER 4

Dear Friends

Here is a short service with readings and an address for this 4th Sunday of the Easter Season - I
hope you find it helpful to use at home.

Trina has produced another video service for you to follow and join in with. This week’s is
called ‘Good Shepherd - Bad Shepherd’ and you’ll find a link to it both in the email this letter
came with, and on each of the Parish websites - just click on the ‘News’ item which you’ll find
on the right of the ‘home page’. You can also find it here: https://youtu.be/ODXeoTfhnBU

There are also all sorts of other online services available - a good place to start looking would
be on the Church in Wales or Church of England websites.

Here, also is a selection of services on TV and radio:-
Today on BBC 1 - 10-45am Sunday Worship from Bangor Cathedral & 1-15pm Songs of Praise
Today on S4C - 10-30am & 7-30pm Dechrau Canu (different programmes, each with English
subtitles)
Today on Radio 4 - 8-10am Sunday Worship from Salisbury Cathedral
Today on Radio Wales at 7-30am and again at 6-30pm - Celebration with Archbishop John
Today on Radio 3 - 3pm Choral Evensong from St John’s College, Cambridge
Monday - Friday on Radio 4 Long Wave only - 9-45am The Daily Service.

Don’t forget the Ministry Team is always available if we can help in anyway, or if you just want
a chat.

Take care and stay well

Kelvin
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A SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 3 MAY (EASTER 4) TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION
The Lord has risen indeed. Alleluia! Luke 24:34

Keep a time of silence to reflect on sins and shortcomings, then:

Like Mary at the empty tomb, we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

Like the disciples behind locked doors, we are afraid to be seen as your followers.
Christ have mercy: Christ have mercy.

Like Thomas in the upper room we are slow to believe.
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us
by his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

THE EASTER ANTHEMS
Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us: so let us celebrate the feast,
Not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.
Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: death has no more dominion over him.
In dying he died to sin once for all: in living he lives to God.
See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Christ has been raised from the dead: the first fruits of those who sleep.
For as by man came death: by man has come also the resurrection of the dead;
For as in Adam all die: even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

EASTER 4 COLLECT Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: raise
us, who trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, that we may seek those
things which are above, where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

READINGS
Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads
me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and
your staff - they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I
shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.



(Metrical Version)
The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want;

He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; He leadeth me

The quiet waters by.

My soul He doth restore again,
And me to walk doth make

Within the paths of righteousness,
E’en for His own name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,
Yet will I fear no ill;

For Thou art with me, and Thy rod
And staff my comfort still.

My table Thou hast furnished me
In presence of my foes;

My head Thou dost with oil anoint,
And my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me;

And in God’s house forevermore,
My dwelling place shall be.

John 10. 1-15 Jesus said, ‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate
is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his
own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will
not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of
strangers.’ Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he
was saying to them.
So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came
before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate.
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly.
‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand,
who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the
sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs
away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my
own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay
down my life for the sheep.



REFLECTION
As you read psalm 23 perhaps it conjures up comforting images from childhood – perhaps of
Sunday School pictures of a gentle Jesus, meek and mild, on a grassy hillside, with a lamb over
his shoulders, rescuing it from harm - an image of the good kind and gentle Jesus who cares
for all God’s creatures, so to speak. In times of danger or sorrow, it’s to this particular Psalm
that people often turn for comfort - at the bedside of people facing surgery or serious illness,
for example. Reciting this psalm can bring peace and hope, evoke the kind and loving
presence of the God who promises an eternal dwelling place in the house of the Lord.

Of course, it’s these very sorts of difficult or dangerous events, in our lives or in the life of the
world that sometimes conspire together to throw any sense of peace, hope, or comfort into
doubt – times, perhaps like our present situation, when that childhood image of Jesus,
smiling on that grassy hillside, might seem to be almost irrelevant to the darkness of the
difficult situation we feel we are facing.

Yet the remarkable thing about Psalm 23 is just how realistic it really is about the darker side
of life. The picture of the good shepherd we imagine from childhood memories, or from art or
music might indeed sometimes seem to be one of inconsequential sweetness and light. But
the psalm itself knows darkness and fear. And like the writer of the psalm, many Christians
have also travelled through that valley of the shadow of death. They too have known in the
midst of uncertainty and danger, the comfort of God’s presence, walking alongside them
through that dark valley. Many have felt the love of Jesus surrounding and enfolding them in
the most difficult moments of their lives. Many have experienced transcendent holiness and
light even in the darkest of times.

Indeed, people who spend time with those who are ill or bereaved often know what kind of
help brings true comfort – they know that comfort doesn’t come from assurances that
everything will be all right or from platitudes that try to explain why everything that happens
is somehow God’s will. Instead they know that real comfort comes from the simple presence
of companions who are willing to sit alongside us in our darkest hours, to walk through the
darkness with us, to help us make the darkness holy, and to rejoice with us when small
glimmers of light finally begin to shine.

It’s this which is really at the heart of all that Christian faith has to tell us - that our Lord and
Saviour, our liberator is not just the Lord of sweetness and light - he is sovereign over the
darkness too, because he too has been enfolded by darkness. Like us, he has grieved over
senseless waste and tragedy of life. Like us, he has agonized over those who suffer. As all of us
will eventually do so, he too has entered into the darkness of death. And with all of us, he
promises to walk that road so that we do not have to walk it alone. “Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me.”

The ultimate truth of our Christian faith then - the truth we remember this Easter season and
every Sunday- is that our Shepherd leads us out of death into life – that the Lord who was
crucified and who rose again is the same Lord who promises to redeem the world, to relieve
its suffering, to restore it to wholeness, to inaugurate his new creation. Amen.



PRAYERS
Loving Lord we pray for those who are suffering from the coronavirus throughout the world.
We pray for all those who have lost a loved one with the illness. Give wisdom to policy makers,
skill to the researchers and comfort to everyone in distress. Bring a sense of calm to us all in
the coming days of uncertainty and distress. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord
who showed compassion to the outcast, acceptance to the rejected and love to those to
whom no love was shown. Amen.

Jesus, light of the world, bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations:
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy hear us.

Jesus, bread of life, give food to the hungry, and nourish us with your word.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy hear us.

Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, be with us and all who follow you in the way. Deepen our
appreciation of your truth and fill us with your life.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy hear us.

Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, recover the straggler, bind up the
injured and strengthen the sick.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy hear us.

Jesus, the resurrection and the life, we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in
you. Raise us with them to eternal life.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy hear us, accept our prayers, and be with us always. Amen

Our Father, which art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION
Good Shepherd, teach us to follow you – to spread compassion to those who are far away, to
speak for those who are voiceless, to defend those who are oppressed and abused, to work
for justice for those who are exploited, to make peace for those who suffer violence, to take
the time to recognise our connectedness, and to love as you have loved us. Good Shepherd,
teach us to follow you and to be faithful to the calling you gave us to be shepherds in your
name. Amen.

May the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd
of the sheep, make us perfect in every good work to do his will, and may the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore.
Amen.


