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SUNDAY 12th APRIL - EASTER DAY

Dear Friends

It’s now four weeks since we have been able to hold a public service in church, because of the
necessary restrictions that have had to be introduced in order to contain the spread of the
COVID-19 virus. Much of Lent and Holy Week have been very different from what we have all
been used to. And now we come to an Easter Day that will be unlike any we have experienced
before. Normally, of course, on this day of all days, we would be celebrating Christ’s
resurrection from the dead in the sharing of communion and in the singing of joyful Easter
hymns. Today we are unable to do that together in our churches. But although we have to
keep our distance from one another, we can take heart that God, in the risen Christ, will not
and cannot keep his distance from us, and that really we are together in Him. Do take heart
then, that in the midst of all the fear, uncertainty, illness and tragedy of these last few weeks,
the risen Christ is ever present to comfort and sustain. As St Paul wrote to in his letter to the
Romans:

‘For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’

As in previous weeks, we have put together a number of prayer and worship resources which
we hope you will find helpful:-

Below you’ll find an Easter Service which I’ve put together for use at home, together with the
words of two well known Easter hymns - ‘Jesus Christ is Risen Today’ and ‘ Thine be the Glory,
Risen Conquering Son’. The Churches Together in Britain and Ireland ‘Sing Resurrection’
initiative is encouraging people across the country to sing these hymns at 10 am on Easter Day,
either at home, or in their garden if they are able to. So if you are using this service you might
like to do this and time things accordingly!

Trina has also recorded ‘Grief and Redemption’, a video service especially for Easter Day for
you to follow and join in with. You’ll find the link for this is on either of the Parish webpages.
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In addition, Alan has put together an Easter reflection with music and pictures - ‘Easter
Morning - God is on the Loose’. You can find a link to this on the Parish websites.

Again, John our Archbishop has published an Easter Message which we have included with
this emailing, and he will be also be streaming a Communion Service for Easter Day at Brecon
Cathedral at 11am which will be available on the Brecon Cathedral Facebook page.

Finally the Church in Wales and Church of England websites continue to have links to all sorts
of good and useful prayer resources for use at this time

With best wishes for a Holy and Blessed Easter

Kelvin

EASTER HYMNS
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heavenly king, Alleluia!

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky he's king, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as his love; Alleluia!

Praise him, all you heavenly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

Thine be the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son;
Endless is the victory, Thou o'er death hast won;
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,

Kept the folded grave clothes where Thy body lay.
Thine be the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son;

Endless is the victory, Thou o'er death hast won.

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
lovingly He greets us,Scatters fear and gloom;

let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing;
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.

Thine be the glory...

No more we doubt Thee, glorious Prince of life;
Life is naught without Thee; aid us in our strife;

Make us more than conquerors, through Thy deathless love:
Bring us safe through Jordan to Thy home above.

Thine be the glory...



A SERVICE FOR EASTER DAY TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION

The Lord has risen indeed. Alleluia! Luke 24:34

The truth is Christ was raised to life – the firstfruits of the harvest of the dead. As in Adam all
die, so in Christ all will be brought to life. 1 Corinthians 15:20, 22

The angel said to the women: ‘Do not be afraid. I know that you are looking for Jesus who was
crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he promised.’ Matthew 28: 5-6

Keep a time of silence to reflect on our sins and shortcomings, then say:

Like Mary at the empty tomb, we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

Like the disciples behind locked doors, we are afraid to be seen as your followers.
Christ have mercy: Christ have mercy.

Like Thomas in the upper room we are slow to believe.
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us
by his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

THE EASTER ANTHEMS
Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us: so let us celebrate the feast,
Not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.
Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: death has no more dominion over him.
In dying he died to sin once for all: in living he lives to God.
See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Christ has been raised from the dead: the first fruits of those who sleep.
For as by man came death: by man has come also the resurrection of the dead;
For as in Adam all die: even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

EASTER COLLECT
Lord of all life and power, through the mighty resurrection of your Son you overcame the old
order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant that we, being dead to sin and
alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be praise and honour, glory and might, now and in all eternity. Amen.



READINGS

Acts 10: 34-43. Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not
show favouritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. You
know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through
Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in
Galilee after the baptism that John preached-- how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under
the power of the devil, because God was with him.
"We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They
killed him by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and
caused him to be seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had
already chosen--by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed
as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."

Mark 16. 1-8 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James,
and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first
day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one
another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ When they
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As
they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right
side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the
place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee;
there you will see him, just as he told you.’ So they went out and fled from the tomb, for
terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

PRAYERS

Loving Lord we pray for those who are suffering from the coronavirus throughout the world.
We pray for all those who have lost a loved one with the illness. Give wisdom to policy makers,
skill to the researchers and comfort to everyone in distress. Bring a sense of calm to us all in
the coming days of uncertainty and distress. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord
who showed compassion to the outcast, acceptance to the rejected and love to those to
whom no love was shown. Amen.

Jesus, light of the world, bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations:
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy hear us.

Jesus, bread of life, give food to the hungry, and nourish us with your word.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy hear us.



Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, be with us and all who follow you in the way. Deepen our
appreciation of your truth and fill us with your life.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy hear us.

Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, recover the straggler, bind up the
injured and strengthen the sick.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy hear us.

Jesus, the resurrection and the life, we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in
you. Raise us with them to eternal life.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy hear us, accept our prayers, and be with us always. Amen

Our Father, which art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION

Thanks be to you, our Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits which you have given us, for all the
pains and insults which you have borne for us. Most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother,
may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day.
Amen. St Richard of Chichester

May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, fill us all with his new life.
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.


