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SUNDAY 10th MAY - EASTER 5
Dear Friends

As in previous week, here is a short service with readings, and an address from Liz this time,
for this 5th Sunday of the Easter Season - I hope you find it helpful to use at home.

I’ve also compiled a short reflective service for the 75th anniversary of VE day to use at home.
You can find the link to this on either of the parish websites (see above).

Trina has produced a video service for you to follow and join in with. This week’s is called
‘Pathways’ - there’s a link to this in the accompanying email and on each of the parish
websites.

Additionally, here’s a selection of services that are available on TV and radio this week:-
Today on BBC 1 - 10-45am Sunday Worship for VE Day from Hereford Cathedral & 1-15pm
Songs of Praise for VE Day
Today on Radio 4 - 8-10am Sunday Worship for VE Day with Dr Rowan Williams
Today on Radio Wales at 7-30am and again at 6-30pm - Celebration Led by the Rev Marcus
Wyn Robinson, Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Wales.
Today on Radio 3 - 3pm Choral Evensong from Tewkesbury Abbey
Monday - Friday on Radio 4 Long Wave only - 9-45am The Daily Service.

Finally, Christian Aid Week begins today (10th-16th May) Under the current circumstances
house to house and other face to face events cannot go ahead this year. However, there will
be a vibrant, virtual Christian Aid Week to get involved in online! Follow this link to explore
more about the work of Christian Aid and about some of the things that are happening online
this week: https://www.christianaid.org.uk/
Liz suggests you might like to have a simple soup or bread and cheese lunch at home, and
then make a donation to Christian Aid. You might like to take a photo and then send it to her
by email (or send a phone message to her), and she will make a compilation for us all to share
and enjoy. You can donate online and /or send an e-envelope to friends here:
https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/

With Best wishes

Kelvin
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A SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 10 MAY (EASTER 5) TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION
The Lord has risen indeed. Alleluia! Luke 24:34

Keep a time of silence to reflect on sins and shortcomings, then:

Like Mary at the empty tomb, we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

Like the disciples behind locked doors, we are afraid to be seen as your followers.
Christ have mercy: Christ have mercy.

Like Thomas in the upper room we are slow to believe.
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us
by his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

THE EASTER ANTHEMS
Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us: so let us celebrate the feast,
Not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.
Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: death has no more dominion over him.
In dying he died to sin once for all: in living he lives to God.
See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Christ has been raised from the dead: the first fruits of those who sleep.
For as by man came death: by man has come also the resurrection of the dead;
For as in Adam all die: even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Collect for Easter 5
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome death and
opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as by your grace going before us you put
into our minds good desires, so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect;
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

READINGS
Psalm 31. 1-5
In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame : deliver me in your
righteousness.
Incline your ear to me : make haste to deliver me.
Be my strong rock, a fortress to save me, for you are my rock and my stronghold : guide me,
and lead me for your name’s sake.
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Take me out of the net that they have laid secretly for me : for you are my strength.
Into your hands I commend my spirit : for you have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth.

John 14. 1-14 Jesus said, ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in
me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told
you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know
the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you
are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.’
Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have
I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is
in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater
works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.

REFLECTION

"Trust me! I'm ....."
How do you know who to trust these days? There's so much information, so many different
views, so many different kinds of advice about how to live in lockdown, let alone how to come
out of it. It's easy to feel overloaded, but then I think of how much worse it would be if we
had no phones, no broadcasts, no Skype or Zoom, no way of knowing what was going on, only
rumours and hopefully some common sense mixed in too. How could you be sure what was
best?
How do you begin to interpret all these statistics? You think it's all very simple, but as the
experts start explaining the ways things are actually measured, or any of the scientific
background, it becomes really interesting and really complex.
I was fascinated to hear Professor Brian Cox talking about his new schools science
programmes last week. He said, "There's really no such thing as 'The Science'" in the sense of
a fixed set of facts to show us exactly what to do. Science is much more about asking better
and better questions, and making provisional judgements about what seems to work, then
going along with that. I thought as a definition of faith, that was pretty good!
The disciples were at a similar point. They had lived with Jesus for about 3 years and knew
enough about him to stay with him, to see that he was making better sense of the world than
anyone else they knew, but a lot of the time they only had a vague idea of what he meant,
and longed for something really clear and simple to answer their life-and-death questions
(rather like us: "Give us a date when lockdown will end, tell us when the cure-all vaccine will
be ready!") So Thomas' question is very basic, heartfelt and literal: "There's such a lot we
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don't know. If you leave us, how can we ever find our way to God?" and Philip: "What is God
like? What does he really want us to do? Just show us!" Do you think Jesus is exasperated, or
smiling, as he replies: "What do you think I've been trying to do for the last 3 years? Look at
me! Follow me!" He gives no rules, no points system, no pass or fail criteria, just "I am the
way - if you are looking at me, listening to me, walking in the right direction, you will begin to
understand and see."
Now this has often been interpreted as an objectionably narrow and exclusive saying, and
twisted way out of shape as if to say "only proper Christians can get to heaven", with different
groups holding different definitions of what that means. But getting to know Jesus is rather a
different thing. Jesus never let anyone score points for just following the rules or appearing to
be 'good'. Rather like our current scientific questions outlined above, life in God's kingdom is
far more complex than that, when you look into it. And above all, Jesus came so that
everyone, everyone in the whole world, might have life in all its fullness. Not just the Jewish
people, for example, who guarded their knowledge very carefully and only accepted people
who satisfied their criteria.
So one of the important questions for us is surely, are we walking close enough to Jesus to get
to know him a little better as time goes on, to try to understand what he is saying? Even more,
to look at how he lived, how he loved and cared for people, preaching the Good News of the
kingdom, even though it was to cost him his life. All very well for the disciples, you might say,
they knew him personally. What do we have? Well, we have the scriptures, the Jesus stories,
we have people we love and trust, and we have the same world of pain and difficulty where
God is at work now as he was then and where we see his love in action every day, all the more
sharply at this time. We can all "read, mark, learn and inwardly digest", we can try to follow
his example, fail but keep going, and take time to reflect on the Good News that Jesus is with
us now by his spirit, and will always be, until the time when we are ready to take our place in
his father's house. Life with Jesus will certainly be different, more like a search for 'the new
normal'. "Trust me," he says, "I'm one with God."
I finish with part of St Richard's of Chichester's prayer:
O most merciful Redeemer, friend and brother,
May I know Thee more clearly, love Thee more dearly, and follow Thee more nearly,
day by day. Amen. Liz

PRAYERS
We pray for the world: for all governments, national and local, as they seek to respond to the
pandemic; for all countries with poor or inadequate health services ; for the vulnerable-the
homeless, all street children, all asylum seekers and refugees, all living in overcrowded and
unsanitary conditions, all at risk from domestic violence, abuse, lack of clean water and food
poverty. Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer

We pray for our country: for our NHS, its medical, nursing, clerical and administrative staff;
for all frontline carers and for proper supplies of personal protection equipment; for all key
workers; for all involved in essential services and for all who put themselves at risk in the
service of others. Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer
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We pray for the sick: for all those suffering from covid-19 at home or in hospital and for those
in intensive care units; for all others who are sick, those undergoing treatment, those waiting
for surgery; for those with mental health conditions; for those who are anxious or afraid; for
those who are finding lockdown and isolation difficult; for those who are bereaved; for those
who have died, commending their souls to the sure care and keeping of the Risen Christ.
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer

We pray for the Church: for John our Archbishop, for all priests, pastors and lay ministers and
all the followers of Christ as we seek to be faithful in prayer and service and help maintain
community care and life. Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer

We give thanks: for Christ’s constant presence and unfailing love; for the deep joy of being
part of a fellowship and communion of prayer and worship that knows no boundaries and
stretches from earth to heaven; for all acts of selfless love, care and service.
Lord God, the wellspring of life, pour into our hearts the living water of your grace: increase
our faith and grant that we may serve you in your life-giving strength; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life:
Such a Way, as gives us breath:
Such a Truth, as ends all strife:
Such a Life, as killeth death.

Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength:
Such a Light, as shows a feast:
Such a Feast, as mends in length:
Such a Strength, as makes his guest.

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart:
Such a Joy, as none can move:
Such a Love, as none can part:
Such a Heart, as joyes in love.

George Herbert 1593-1633

May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, fill us all with his new life.
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.


