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NEWSLETTER FOR SUNDAY 17th MAY
6th SUNDAY OF EASTER

SERVICES FOR THIS WEEK : Below you’ll find a short service with readings, and a reflection,
for this 6th Sunday of the Easter Season - I hope you find it useful to use at home.

Trina has also produced a video service for you to watch and join in with – This week’s service
is called ‘If you Love Me’, and you’ll find a link to this in the accompanying email with this
Newsletter and also on each of the parish web pages.

Alan is conducting a short live Christian Aid service over Zoom at 10-30am this Sunday. If you
would like to join in, can you email Alan or one of the other clergy for the Zoom link you’ll
need in order to participate. We’ll then send you this together with a copy of the service.
Using Zoom isn’t too difficult (promise!). You need to have installed the Zoom application in
the usual way on your PC / Mac / Android / iOS device, then at just before 10-30am on Sunday
click on the link you’ve been sent, (making sure it opens in Zoom) and wait until Alan admits
you to the service. You can also download the service before hand from the parish websites.
If this works well, we’ll probably try holding another Zoom hosted service next week so watch
this space!

Services available on TV and radio this week include:-
Today on BBC 1 - 10-45am Sunday Worship from St David’s Cathedral & 1-15pm Songs of
Praise
Today on Radio 4 - 8-10am Sunday Worship with Rev Dr Alison Jack and Fr Dermot Preston.
Today on Radio Wales at 7-30am and repeated at 6-30pm - Celebration from Merthyr Tydfil.
Today on Radio 3 - 3pm Choral Evensong from St Pancras Church, London
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only - The Daily Service.

EIRA JONES : People from both parishes, and indeed in the wider community are deeply
saddened to hear of the sudden and unexpected death of Eira Jones last week. Eira was
associated with Llyn Safaddan parish for many years, having lived and worshipped in Bwlch,
where she had also been a churchwarden. Just over a year ago she moved and happily settled
in Talybont and had begun worshipping at Llandetty, where she had been warmly welcomed.
She was a Foundation Governor at Llangors School, and of course many will remember her as
an English teacher in Brecon High School. Our thoughts and prayers are extended to her
family at this very sad time.
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK : This was 10th - 16th May. Under the current circumstances house to
house and other face to face events couldn’t take place this year, of course. Last week Liz
suggested having a simple soup or bread and cheese lunch at home, and then making a
donation to Christian Aid. It’s not too late to hold your own home lunch if you haven’t already
done so. You can also send a photo of your event to Liz who is making a compilation for us all
to share and enjoy. You can donate to Christian Aid online and /or send an e-envelope to
friends here: https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/

HAPPY 100th BIRTHDAY : Our warmest congratulations to Glyn Owen Lowe, from Cantref who
celebrated his 100th Birthday earlier this month on Sunday 3rd May.

FINALLY don’t forget the Ministry Team is always available if we can help in anyway, or if you
just want a chat.

Take care and stay well

Kelvin

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 17 MAY (EASTER 6) TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION

The truth is Christ was raised to life – the firstfruits of the harvest of the dead. As in Adam all
die, so in Christ all will be brought to life. 1 Corinthians 15:20, 22

Keep a time of silence to reflect on sins and shortcomings, then:

Like Mary at the empty tomb, we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

Like the disciples behind locked doors, we are afraid to be seen as your followers.
Christ have mercy: Christ have mercy.

Like Thomas in the upper room we are slow to believe.
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us
by his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

A SONG OF FAITH
Blessed be the God and Father : of our Lord Jesus Christ!
By his great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope : through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead,
Into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled and unfading : kept in heaven for you,
Who are being protected by the power of God : through faith, for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.

https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/
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You were ransomed from the futile ways of your ancestors : not with perishable things like
silver or gold
But with the precious blood of Christ : like that of a lamb without spot or stain.
Through him you have confidence in God who raised him from the dead and gave him glory :
so that your faith and hope are set on God.

Collect for Easter 6
God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of your Son: grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, so by his continual
presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS

1 Peter 3: 13-22 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you
should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be
frightened." But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer
to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously
against your good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. It is better, if it is
God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. For Christ died for sins once for all, the
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made
alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison who
disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being
built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes
baptism that now saves you also--not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a
good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone
into heaven and is at God's right hand--with angels, authorities and powers in submission to
him.

John 14: 15-21 Jesus said, "If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Counsellor to be with you forever-- the Spirit of truth. The
world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for
he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before
long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.
On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.
Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me
will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."

REFLECTION

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus is trying to prepare the disciples for his departure. It comes
comes late on in John’s Gospel, but before the actual crucifixion. And so Jesus is trying to tell
them what to expect, so that things won’t come as a complete surprise to them. He’s trying
to reassure them that things will be OK even when they can no longer see him and be with
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him day to day. He wants his disciples to be able to carry on the mission, the teachings, the
message that he’s been instilling within them for the last three years. But of course, he can
only do that if he can also convince them that he’s not really leaving them in the lurch. And so
he’s trying to show them that they will not be orphaned – that they will still see him, even if
the world can’t – that they will live because he lives within them.

Mind you, in doing this he’s got his work cut out here. Even on a good day the disciples often
had a hard time understanding what Jesus was getting at and so despite his talk of not leaving
them orphaned, perhaps really that’s exactly what they are feeling at this point; that after all,
everything Jesus has done with them and taught them about is going to come to nothing; that
nothing is really going to change; that in the end he’s going to leave them just as he’d found
them.

And perhaps there are times when we find ourselves relating to the disciples fear of
abandonment here; perhaps for many of us the thing we fear most, second only to a fear of
death, is being alone. I’m sure you know what I mean - at a superficial level it’s that feeling
you get when you’re surrounded by lots of people at a party (remember those!), but feel like
you are not connecting with anyone. At a deeper level It’s that feeling of wondering if anyone
truly understands you, knows you, really loves you. It’s that fear of feeling that you are
somehow on your own in this world - indeed perhaps this is something that you’ve felt to be
particularly so these last weeks in isolation and lockdown.

Yet as I say, here Jesus tries to show us a way through our loneliness and isolation. Jesus
wants his disciples – and wants us – to believe that our relationship with him is one that will
never fail - will never let us down. He begs us to believe that yes, God will always, always love
us, will never ever abandon us; that everything else in our life may change, for better or worse,
but God is the one constant; that we can’t be orphaned by God because, as Jesus tells us, we
can carry God in our hearts. “You will know that I am in my Father,” Jesus says, “and you in
me, and I in you.” You can’t have a more intimate relationship than that – you can’t be closer
to anyone than to carry that someone within your heart, and know that you are being carried
within their heart. That’s the offer God, in Christ makes to us - as the disciples would later
discover for themselves as they faced all sorts of hardships and calamities, in him we are
never abandoned, but forever comforted and so empowered that we are then enabled to do
all we are called by to be and do. Amen

PRAYERS

Pray for the world: for all national and local governments as they seek to respond to the
pandemic, that properly informed decisions are made and right polices pursued; for the
vulnerable and the elderly; those with underlying health conditions; the homeless and all
street children; those living in overcrowded and unsanitary conditions; those living in refugee
camps; all asylum seekers and all displaced people; all living in situations of domestic abuse;
all who lack food and clean water; all places with inadequate health provision.
Lord in your mercy : Hear our prayer
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Pray for our country: for our NHS, its medical, nursing, clerical and administrative staff; all
frontline carers in hospitals and care homes and for adequate personal protection equipment
for all carers; for the sick at home or in hospital, those suffering from covid 19 especially those
in intensive care units and for all patients in hospital; for those with mental health issues and
for all who are anxious or frightened; for those who are finding lockdown and isolation hard to
cope with and for all who seek to offer care and support; for all key workers providing
essential services; for all scientists working to produce a vaccine and anti-viral drugs; for those
who are bereaved and for those who have died.
Lord in your mercy : Hear our prayer

Pray for the Church: for John our Archbishop and for all Christian leaders; for all priests,
pastors and lay ministers and all the followers of Christ as we seek to be faithful in prayer and
service and in the maintenance of community life and care.
Lord in your mercy : Hear our prayer

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION

O Lord and heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, defend us by your mighty power
that we may be kept free from all sin and safe from every danger; and enable us in everything
to do only what is right in your eyes; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, fill us all with his new life.
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.

Apple Blossom at Cui Parc, Talybont, where there was to have be an Open Garden last Sunday
in aid of Llanfeugan Church. The event is now planned for May next year!


