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Newsletter and Service for Sunday 31st May
The Day of Pentecost

SERVICES FOR THIS WEEK : Below you’ll find a short service with readings together with a
pastoral letter from John our Archbishop - I hope you find these useful to read at home.

Trina has also produced a Video service for Pentecost for you to watch and join in with - it’s
called ‘Tongues of Fire’. You’ll find a link to this on each of the parish web pages.

There will also be a short live Service over Zoom at 10-30am on Sunday, led this week by Alan.
If you’d like to join this please email Alan or one of the other clergy (see above) for the link
you’ll need together with a copy of the service.

There are also Services available on TV and radio, of course. These include:-
Today on BBC 1: 10-am A Celebration for Pentecost from Gorton Monastery in Manchester.

11am Sunday Worship from Hereford Cathedral
1-15pm Songs of Praise for Pentecost

Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship for Pentecost from City Church, Cardiff.
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am and repeated at 6-30pm - Celebration from Llantwit Major.
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from St David’s Cathedral
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from St Mary’s Church, Warwick.
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only - The Daily Service.

ST PAULINUS CHURCH, LLANGORS ECO CHURCH BRONZE AWARD : Almost exactly a year
after registering with Eco Church, St Paulinus Church’s Eco-Committee are pleased to report
that our application for a Bronze Award has been approved. Eventually we shall receive an oak
plaque to display outside the church but in the current situation things are going more slowly
than usual. However we have a certificate, in fact two, with the Welsh and English alternatives
of the village name!
At present everything is on hold but when things are more normal we hope to start working
towards the silver award. If you would like to know what we have been doing so far there will
soon be an article in the Diocesan online bulletin before eventual publication in Cymuned, the
Diocesan Magazine. Kath Johnson
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PEOPLE IN LLANGORS have been holding a ‘carecrow’ competition in the village - like a
scarecrow competition, but with a care theme and all done to raise funds for the local village
projects supporting those in need during Covid-19. We thought you might enjoy these photos
of ‘Florence Nightingale’ in Llangors Churchyard. She was made by Liz Jones from the Old
Vicarage in Llangors.
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SERVICE FOR PENTECOST SUNDAY 31st MAY
TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION
Jesus said: ‘If you love me you will keep my commandments; and I will ask the Father, and he
will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever - the Spirit of truth.’

John 14:15–17a

Keep a time of silence to reflect on sins and shortcomings, then:

Lord Jesus, you raise the dead to life in the Spirit.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you bring pardon and peace to the sinner.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you give light to those in darkness.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us
by his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

A SONG OF GOD’S GREATNESS (Psalm 104: 1–2, 26, 32–36)
Bless the Lord, O my soul : O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness!
You are clothed with majesty and honour : wrapped in light as in a garment.
O Lord, how manifold are your works! : In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of
your creatures.
When you send forth your spirit, they are created : and you renew the face of the earth.
May the glory of the Lord endure for ever : may the Lord rejoice in his works;
He looks on the earth and it trembles : he touches the mountains and they smoke.
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live : I will make music to my God while I have my being.
So shall my song please him : while I rejoice in the Lord.

Collect : God, who at this time taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them
the light of your Holy Spirit: grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgement in all things
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen

READINGS
Acts 2. 1-21 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and
a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
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Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs - in our own languages we
hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to
one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new
wine.’
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was
spoken through the prophet Joel: “In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out
my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,and your young men
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and
women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s
great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

There are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit. Alleluia
There are varieties of service but the same Lord. Alleluia

We are all brought into one body by baptism in the one Spirit. Alleluia

John 20. 19-23 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and
his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’

PASTORAL LETTER FROM ARCHBISHOP JOHN
‘When the Day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.’ So begins chapter
2 of the Acts of the Apostles. That early Christian community, faithful to what Jesus had told
them, had regularly gathered in Jerusalem, waiting and praying for the fulfilment of his
promised outpouring of the Spirt who would lead them into all the truth by bringing into their
minds everything that Jesus had taught them.

Sadly, our various, current Christian communities cannot gather in one place, for we remain
largely isolated, save for the very welcome efforts which many are making to ensure that
worship, prayer and spiritual nourishment in other forms continue. For all of those efforts I
am very grateful, and I trust that, by whatever means you are able to receive them and
participate in them, you feel yourselves to still be part of the life and pilgrimage of faith,
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shared with and built upon our first brothers and sisters who gathered in Jerusalem all those
centuries ago. I also trust that your participation is not evidence of mere habit or of a desire
for normality, but a means of continuing to be open to the prompting of the Spirt, the breath
of God, for the onward journey of mission and witness.

The outpouring of the Spirt at the first Christian Pentecost appears, from what we read in Acts,
to have caused mayhem, with onlookers both suspecting and alleging that the apostles were
drunk. The truth was that, far from being filled with and fuelled by drink, they were suddenly
filled with and fuelled by courage, conviction and strength. They shared an irrepressible
recognition that they had something of value to say to every nation and community on earth,
represented by those from so many nations gathered in Jerusalem for Pentecost. What they
had to say was that everything that Jesus had spoken of, everything that he had taught was
and would, if attended to and if acted upon, for ever be Good News for the world and its
peoples. Far from turning everything upside down, Pentecost then put things into a true
perspective, the perspective of justice, service and love.
Seen through that perspective, openness to the Spirit has, for all of us, profound
consequences in terms of our daily lives and our everyday relationships. It also has
consequences for the ways in which nations and communities should be governed, guided and
overseen.

The Apostle Paul reminded the church in Galatia that the fruit of the Spirit – the evidence that
the Galatians were truly open to the Spirit – was individual lives and community life
characterised by virtues and qualities such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. These virtues and qualities were and are the building
blocks of good lives and just communities and, at a time when many of these are being tested,
it is good that we all pause, reflect and commit to allowing them to be the building blocks of
our own lives and of the communities in which we are set. They should, it goes without saying,
also be the building blocks and hallmarks of our church life.

In our present isolation, we have much to preoccupy us, and we may be anxious for the time
being and for the future. I urge you, to focus upon and to seek a common openness to the
Spirit of God. Thus we will be inspired to continue our faith journey, growing spiritually
stronger, and enabled to say to the world and to show to the world, with conviction, things of
lasting value and profound substance. Thus will the world become an ever more kind,
generous and just place.

At Pentecost, as always, be assured of my continued love and prayers for you all. Please
accept my personal thanks for the contributions which, despite not being able to gather
together for worship, so many of you are continuing to make to support the ongoing ministry
and mission of the church.

+John Cambrensis.
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PRAYERS
We pray for God to fill us with his Spirit.

Generous God, we thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit.
We ask that we may be strengthened to serve you better.
Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit.

We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to make us wise to understand your will.
Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit.

We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to keep us confident of your love wherever you call us.
Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit.

We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness where there is division, sickness and sorrow.
Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit.

We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to equip us for the work which you have given us.
Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit.

We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus.
Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit.

We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit, given us by the risen Lord.
We ask you to keep the whole Church, living and departed, in the joy of eternal life.
Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit.

A Prayer of Gregory, Bishop of St Asaph for these times:
Dear Father, who created us, and redeemed us, and who has promised us your love, be with
us in a time of danger and of worry. May those who suffer, or who are ill, know the blessing
of your grace, while we who are well be inspired by your Spirit to be wise and to be servants,
working for the healing and wholeness of all, each in our own way. Keep us calm and cautious,
strong and open to service, so that we take care of those around us, and also ourselves. We
ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION

Be with us, Spirit of God; nothing can separate us from your love.
Breathe on us, breath of God; fill us with your saving power.
Speak in us, wisdom of God; bring strength, healing, and peace.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.
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