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VE DAY 75th ANNIVERSARY

A Reflection to use at Home
Call to Worship
We come before God, not to glorify war, but to honour and celebrate those who walked into the chaos and
evil that is war: those who were civilians and those who were military; those who braved the censure of
society and those who gave of themselves for that society; those who survived and those who did not; those
who were friends and those who were enemies. None who have waded through evil, death and sorrow are
untouched in body, mind or spirit; they are beloved of God.

On this day of memory, as we take time to reflect and to pray,
we remember the past and look to the future.
On this day when the guns once fell silent,
we come before you God, seeking your peace.
On this day of hope in the face of terror,
we come before you God, praying with all our hearts:
God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
help us to find the path that leads to your kingdom of peace.

Hymn (to sing, say or read)

O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,

our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home:

Under the shadow of thy throne,
thy saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is thine arm alone,
and our defense is sure.

Before the hills in order stood,
or earth received her frame,
from everlasting thou art God,
to endless years the same.

A thousand ages in Thy sight
are like an evening gone;

short as the watch that ends the night
before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
bears all its sons away;

they fly, forgotten, as a dream
dies at the opening day.

O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,

be thou our guide while troubles last,
and our eternal home!

Isaac Watts

A Litany of Remembrance (for two voices if that’s possible)
Remember with clear eyes the horrific cost of war.
Remember with deep sorrow those who killed and were killed.
Remember with grief the blood-stained battlefields.
Remember with tears the rending of people from their homes.
Remember with compassion the bereaved and the wounded.
Remember with reverence those who risked their lives for peace.
Remember with tenderness the children’s longing for freedom.
Remember with gratefulness all who forgave their enemies.
Remember with hope that the kingdom is planted with small seeds.
Remember with confidence that faith, hope and love abide.
Remember with joy that our Saviour is the Prince of Peace.
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Micah 4: 1-7.
In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it will be
raised above the hills, and peoples will stream to it. Many nations will come and say, "Come, let us go up to
the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in
his paths."
The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He will judge between many peoples and
will settle disputes for strong nations far and wide. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.
Every man will sit under his own vine and under his own fig tree, and no one will make them afraid, for the
LORD Almighty has spoken. All the nations may walk in the name of their gods; we will walk in the name of
the LORD our God forever and ever. "In that day," declares the LORD, "I will gather the lame; I will assemble
the exiles and those I have brought to grief. I will make the lame a remnant, those driven away a strong nation.
The LORD will rule over them in Mount Zion from that day and forever.

Luke 2: 8-14 The beginning of the everlasting Gospel of Peace (as introduced in the Thanksgiving for Victory
Order of Service from 1945)
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to
you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favours!’

Tribute to the Millions
Let us remember those who so selflessly gave their lives at home and abroad, whose sacrifice enables us to
enjoy the peace and freedom we have today.
Let us remember those who came home wounded physically and mentally, and the friends and family who
cared for them.
Let us remember those who returned to restore their relationships and rebuild their working lives after years
of dreadful conflict and turmoil.
Let us remember the families that lost husbands, sons and sweethearts.
Let us remember the servicemen, merchant seamen, miners, brave civilians and others from Commonwealth
and Allied countries who fought, suffered and died during four years of war.
Let us remember those in reserved occupation and the brave people who kept us safe on the home front –
the doctors and nurses who cared for the wounded, the women who toiled in the fields, those who worked in
the factories, who all played such a vital role in the war effort at home.

2 Minutes Silence

The Prayers
Trusting the promises of God, and with faith in his mercy, let us pray to the Lord.

Let us give thanks for the selfless and courageous service and sacrifice of those who brought peace to Europe,
and for the good example they have given us;
let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We pray for nations still devastated by war, for their people and their leaders, and for those who suffer the
effects or memories of past wars; for veterans, for those who mourn, and for all innocent victims whose lives
have been shattered by the cruelty of others;
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
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Let us give thanks for those who work for peace and liberty throughout the world, for the Armed Forces of the
Crown, and for all who strive to bring an end to injustice and oppression;
let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We pray for those in our own day who have grown weary or lost hope as a result of violence or terror; for all
refugees and displaced people, and for those who seek to address the causes of discord and distrust;
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.

Let us give thanks for the reconciliation of former enemies, for the flourishing of goodwill between them, and
for the many blessings we enjoy as a result of the sacrifices which have made for peace;
let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We pray for the young people of our own day and for all who will shape the future of this nation, that they
may be inspired by those who have gone before them to serve as they have been served;
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.

Inspired by the remembrance of those who made the ultimate sacrifice,
let us pray for the coming of God’s reign among us
as Jesus himself has taught us:

Our Father, who art in Heaven…

Act of Rededication
They fought for peace, that the world might never again know such violence and destruction.
Will we work for peace and reconciliation in our homes and communities, and promote peace throughout the
world?
With the help of God, we will.

They fought for justice, that the scourge of prejudice and oppression might never again take root in our
societies.
Will we work for a world in which hatred and injustice never have the final word, and where all people can
flourish with dignity and hope?
With the help of God, we will.

They struggled so that the whole human family might know good will, security, and freedom.
Will we always acknowledge how precious are the gifts which God has entrusted to us, and exercise the
freedoms and responsibilities we have with gratitude and humility?
With the help of God, we will.

May almighty God, who has given us the will to undertake these things, bless us with the strength to perform
them. Amen.

Hymn (Tune: Repton cf Dear Lord and Father of mankind, if you want to sing)
Written by Louis Kinsey, a parish minister in Aberdeen and an Army Reserve chaplain with 205 (Scottish) Field
Hospital.

Come soon, the day, when peace shall reign
And nations fight no more

When spears are turned to pruning hooks
And love displaces hateful looks
When none shall train for war
When none shall train for war
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Come soon, the day, when Christ the King
Will rule in all the earth

When nations live beneath his law
To glory in their strength no more

And dwell in love and peace
And dwell in love and peace

Come soon, the day when love is crowned
And sin at last cast down

When faithful hearts can rest in peace
And battles of the soul will cease

When Christ at last appears
When Christ at last appears

Come soon, the triumph of the Lamb
Who bears the wounds of love

The Lord of lords and King of kings
He comes, and in his victory brings

All those who love his name
All those who love his name

Come soon, eternal day of peace
May hate and war be gone

Let justice flow and love abound
When men and women gather round

The Lamb upon the throne
The Lamb upon the throne

Come, peace of Christ to fill our hearts
And make our spirits bold

A peace, not as this dark world gives,
The peace of Christ, for Jesus lives

And fills our hearts with love
And fills our hearts with love.

Closing Prayer
God of many names, Lover of all peoples, we pray for peace, in our hearts, in our homes, in our nations,
in our world, the peace of your will, the peace of our need, the peace of Christ. Amen.

The National Anthems (sing or perhaps listen to a recording)

Adapted from a service provided by the Diocese of Bangor
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