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NEWSLETTER & SERVICES FOR SUNDAY 14th JUNE
1st SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

Below you’ll find a SHORT SERVICE with readings and a short reflection for today -
I hope you find this useful to read at home.

Trina has also produced another VIDEO SERVICE for you to watch and join in with.
This week’s service is called ‘God’s Love for Us’. You’ll find the link you need on
the web pages.
For those who don’t have access to the internet but have a CD player I’ve
produced an audio CD from a selection of four of Trina’s services - If you’d like a
copy I’d be happy to send you a copy - just give me a call on 676146 and I’ll pop
one in the post.

Alan will be leading today’s short live SUNDAY SERVICE OVER ZOOM AT 10-30am.
If you’d like to join in please email me (see above) or one of the other clergy for
the link you’ll need.

Finally there are also SERVICES AVAILABLE ON TV AND RADIO. These include:-
Today on BBC 1: 10-45am Sunday Worship from Holy Trinity Platt, Manchester

1-15pm Songs of Praise
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship from Westminster Cathedral.
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am - Celebration from Llandudno Ministry Area.
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from York Minister.
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Trinity College Cambridge.
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only - The Daily Service.

Don’t forget that members of the Ministry Team are always available if we can
help in anyway, or if you just want a chat.

Do take care and stay well

Kelvin
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SERVICE FOR 1st SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY SUNDAY 14th JUNE - TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION
God is Spirit and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth. John 4: 24

A time of silence to reflect on sins and shortcomings, then:

Father, you come to meet us when we return to you:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Jesus, you died on the cross for our sins:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Spirit, you give us life and peace:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us
by his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

Psalm 100
O be joyful in the Lord, all the earth : serve the Lord with gladness and come before his
presence with a song.
Know that the Lord is God : it is he that has made us and we are his; we are his people and the
sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise : give thanks to him and bless
his name.
For the Lord is gracious; his steadfast love is everlasting : and his faithfulness endures from
generation to generation.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Collect
God, the strength of all those who put their trust in you, mercifully accept our prayers and,
because through the weakness of our mortal nature we can do no good thing without you,
grant us the help of your grace, that in the keeping of your commandments we may please
you both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

READINGS
Exodus 19. 2-8a They had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and
camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain. Then Moses went up
to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, ‘Thus you shall say to the house of
Jacob, and tell the Israelites: You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on
eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my
covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole
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earth is mine, but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the
words that you shall speak to the Israelites.’
So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that
the Lord had commanded him. The people all answered as one: ‘Everything that the Lord has
spoken we will do.’

Romans 5. 1-8 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand;
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love
has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will
anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might
actually dare to die. But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ
died for us.

Matthew 9.35 - 10.8 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and
every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The
harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send
out labourers into his harvest.’
Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to
cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. These are the names of the
twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of
Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax-
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot,
the one who betrayed him.
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles,
and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As
you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.” Cure the sick, raise
the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without
payment.

REFLECTION
‘Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to
cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. And these are the names of the
twelve apostles...’

It’s interesting, isn’t it, that the disciples start off here as, well, ‘disciples’ but then suddenly in
the very next sentence they become ‘apostles.’

This passage from Matthew, then, seems to mark the moment when the followers gathered
around Jesus ‘graduate’, so to speak; when Jesus seems to have decided that they know
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enough, are formed and shaped and changed enough, to be sent out to share his mission and
ministry with him. Of course, unlike graduates these days, it isn’t a case of completing their
course work and doing their final exam papers. Discipleship isn't as easily marked out and
measured as that. It’s more a matter of Jesus deciding that he'd taught them about all he
could, at least for the moment. And he knew that the world needed their ministry. For
several chapters before this story, Jesus has been travelling around, healing and teaching, and
the crowds building up. More and more people keep coming, with their pain and their need
and their troubles - ‘harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd’. As he looks on
them, he can see the great need - far more than he alone can reach. And so it’s time to add
some helpers - to send out labourers into the Lord's harvest. So Jesus calls to him his closest
followers, the ones who'd been with him longest and observed him the most closely, and
passes on to them some of his power - the power to name and overcome evil, the power to
heal and reconcile, the power granted to him by his heavenly Father. And then he sends
them out - makes them apostles and gives them these instructions:

‘As you go, proclaim the good news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' Cure the sick,
raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons...Proclaim the Good News, 'The kingdom of
God has come near.'...It is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through
you.’

And so off they go, to do the work in his name, these disciples now become fledgling apostles.

Do they make a good job of it? Of course not. The gospels and the book of Acts tell us over
and over of how they miss the mark, drop the ball, fall over their own feet. They can’t
understand the parables, don’t know what he means when he predicts his own death, sleep
through his last agonized hours, desert him as he goes to judgment and the cross, barely
recognize him when he appears to them as the risen Christ, and they haven’t a clue what to
do when he ascended into heaven. And yet......

And I wonder where do we fit in all this? What about us as apostles? The truth is that
perhaps we don’t mind so much being disciples - after all that can be quite comforting
sometimes, safely gathered around our Lord, shutting out the world when we feel the need to.
But to be an apostle, to be ‘one who is sent’ in Jesus’ name, well that can be downright risky.
It takes courage to be an apostle, to risk, to venture, to step outside our close supportive
company and into a world of people caught up in suffering and fear.

But really those followers gathered around Jesus weren't much different, either. They
certainly weren't eager to go out there, outside the comfort of the close circle of friends and
companions, where they had to be wise as serpents as well as innocent as doves. But Jesus
saw the world, grieving and wounded, and knew its suffering, felt it in his own heart. He sent
out his first apostles to bear the power of God into the struggle with evil, to heal the sick, to
bring the reconciliation of love. And, yes he sends us still, to do the same...Each of us has our
own places to which we are called -- wherever there are people hurting, searching, in pain, for
our world is as full as Jesus' world was of people who are ‘harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd.’
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Like the first apostles, we won't be perfect, of course. Like them, we'll make mistakes, miss
opportunities, go back on our promises, even betray our Lord. But our Lord is forgiving. And
he keeps sending us back in his name. The first apostles, our forebears in the faith, turned the
world upside down, in the power of God. And we can too - we too can name evil and injustice
and work to change them. We too can touch the sicknesses of the world - fear, rage, racism,
people set against people, hopelessness, despair, emptiness, pain - and heal them. We too
can say to the world, ‘The Kingdom of God has come near. Amen.

PRAYERS
Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of life, and above all for your loving in dying for us
who so often act as your enemies. Break down any barriers which prevent us from being at
peace with you, and fill your church with love for all who do not yet know your peace.
You, O Lord: are our hope and joy.

Father, we thank you for the diversity and richness of your world, for the natural goodness of
many, and the innocence of the young. We pray for all victims of our world’s mistakes and
evils, and ask your guidance and courage for our leaders and advisers.
You, O Lord: are our hope and joy.

Father, we thank you for the joy of our families and friendships, and the opportunities for
learning what real loving is all about. We pray for those we love and worry about, and for
those who love and worry about us, commending all to your keeping.
You, O Lord: are our hope and joy.

Father, we pray for all who are engaged in medical research, and for those who bring healing
and quality of life to so many. We pray for all who work in our hospitals, hospices and clinics,
and for all in their care. We pray for those who are harassed and worried, and pray for that
peace of mind that eludes them.
You, O Lord: are our hope and joy.

Father, we thank you for all have have lived your praise and worked for the coming of your
kingdom. Receive into the joy of heaven all who have died in faith, whose strong hope in the
eternal God is not disappointed, but fulfilled.
You, O Lord: are our hope and joy.

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION
O Lord God, who called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths
as yet untrodden, through perils unknown: Give us faith to go with courage, not knowing
where we are going, but only that your hand is leading us, and your love supporting us; to the
glory of your name. Amen. Eric Milner-White

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


