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Notice Sheet & Services for Sunday 21st June

Below you’ll find a SHORT SERVICE with readings and a short reflection for today - I hope you
find this useful to read at home.

Trina has also produced another VIDEO SERVICE for you to watch and join in with. This
week’s service is called ‘Alive to God’. Here’s the link to it: https://youtu.be/ZU1afSxJwHE
I’ve recently produced an audio CD from a selection of Trina’s services - If you’d like a copy I’d
be happy to send you one - just give me a call on 676146 and I’ll pop it in the post.

Liz and I will be leading a short live SUNDAY SERVICE OVER ZOOM AT 10-30am today. Here’s
the link you need to join it:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84738958911?pwd=S3VpRFYweXVweDRTNUNsbHZrZ3BVZz09

Meeting ID: 847 3895 8911 Password: 682715
It’s possible to join in this service by phone if you wish - here’s how:

Call the number 0208 051 2874 at 10-30am
Wait for it to answer, then enter the meeting ID 847 3895 8911 followed by the # key
You’ll be asked for a participant ID - just simply press # again
Then enter the password 682715 followed by the # key, and you’ve joined the service!

The order of service is included in the accompanying email or on either webpage.

Liz will be holding a FAMILY CHURCH SERVICE OVER ZOOM TODAY with those who normally
attend the monthly service at the Henderson Hall - this will be at 11-30am today, and if you
would like to join in, please contact Liz for the link you will need.

Finally there are also SERVICES AVAILABLE ON TV AND RADIO. These include:-
Today on BBC 1: 11-45am Sunday Worship from Holy Trinity Platt, Manchester

1-15pm Songs of Praise
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am - Celebration from Cardiff
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from Trinity College Cambridge.
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Manchester Cathedral.
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only - The Daily Service.

OPENING OF CHURCHES FOR PRIVATE PRAYER: You may have heard the recent
announcement that churches will be allowed to open for private prayer from Monday 22nd
June. However this can only happen after churches have implemented the very detailed
safety measures which have been produced by the Church in Wales in consultation with the
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Welsh Government. These include maintaining social distancing between people and
ensuring sufficient hygiene and cleaning protocols are in place. Churches will also have to
complete a COVID risk assessment which needs to be approved by the Archdeacon, before
they can open for private prayer. The Bishops of the Church in Wales are advocating a very
cautious approach where public safety must be the first consideration, and recognise that as a
result of these safety requirements not all churches will be able to open for private prayer at
this time. Churches in Wales continue to remain closed for all services, including weddings,
funerals and baptisms.
You can find further information about all this on the Church in Wales website at:
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/churches-can-re-open-private-
prayer/

Don’t forget that members of the Ministry Team are always available if we can help in anyway,
or if you just want a chat - the contact details are above.

Do take care and stay well.
Kelvin

SERVICE FOR 2nd SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 21st JUNE - TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION
God is Spirit and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth. John 4: 24

A time of silence to reflect on sins and shortcomings, then:

Father, you come to meet us when we return to you:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Jesus, you died on the cross for our sins:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Spirit, you give us life and peace:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us
by his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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Collect for Trinity 2
Lord, you have taught us that all our doings without love are nothing worth: send your Holy
Spirit and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, the true bond of peace and of
all virtues, without which whoever lives is counted dead before you. Grant this for your only
Son Jesus Christ’s sake, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen

READING
Matthew 10. 24-39 Jesus said, ‘A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the
master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If
they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of
his household!
‘So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing
secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what
you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two
sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground unperceived by your
Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more
value than many sparrows.
‘Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my
Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in
heaven.
‘Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace,
but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be members of
one’s own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me;
and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not
take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and
those who lose their life for my sake will find it.

TAKE UP YOUR CROSS.... A MONOLOGUE
Yes, I’d like to make a complaint... about mis-selling...

No, not a pension, it’s discipleship…

When? About a year or so ago, does that qualify?...

It depends? On what?...

Well, I was attracted by the huge benefits on offer.
Let me just quote you a few examples from the
brochure: straight paths, fishing trips, healing,
wholeness, rewards, love and kindness, freedom
from worry – hard to resist, I’m sure you’ll agree…
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What did I actually get? To be honest, I have seen some of those things, and that’s been great,
but…

What do you mean, ‘So I got what I paid for’? I didn’t pay anything…
So how was I mis-sold? Well, I gave up my job to follow this way of life. And yes, it has
delivered some of the benefits promised – but now I find out there’s a catch! Now I hear
there’ll be persecution, and accountability, and having to forgive others – more than once!

I have to give up possessions and may even have to leave my home and family. There’s talk of
lost sheep, wolves and serpents, arrest and flogging. Secrets will be shouted from the rooftops
(no one wants that!), families may be split apart, and lives will be lost. You need to help me,
what can I do?...

Did I read what?... The terms and conditions? No, I never bother with those, I just tick the
box…

REFLECTION
Have you ever bought something and then felt really disappointed or even cheated? When
the product simply wasn't what you expected?

We had an example recently when we tried to change our internet provider. It would all be
very straightforward, they said, so we fixed a changeover date, to be cut off from the old
system and begin the new one. What they hadn't told us was that there were several steps
needed before that could happen, like closing the A40 so that a cable could be brought over
the road, and that in reality there was no date for all that yet. But we would still be cut off on
the arranged date... which happily we weren't in the end. We're not there yet, but we do still
have a connection.

There are much worse situations that we're hearing a lot about at the moment - for example
the stories from the Windrush generation, the Jamaicans who were invited here to work after
the war, and came to the mother country with great hopes that were cruelly dashed, at the
time and even now 50 years later.

Jesus is absolutely not mis-selling anything in our Gospel reading. He frequently wanted to
warn the disciples that trouble was coming, but part of the problem was that they didn't really
want to hear. They wanted some real tangible benefits, preferably sooner rather than later.
There were amazing high points on these training missions, we know from the other gospels,
but here Jesus is encouraging them to be very realistic, in the knowledge that they were in
God's loving care, whatever happened to them. Of course there will be trouble, now and in
the future, trouble with the authorities, trouble in families. It was hard for them to see the
much bigger picture, the longer term future, beyond all the present troubles, beyond death
even. It's hard for us too, and we struggle to make sense of our times. The deaths and
sacrifices we hear about aren't always part of direct 'mission,' but they show God's love at
work in so many ways.

I do sometimes wonder, if Peter and James and John had known exactly what was going to
happen to them, whether they might have hesitated to join Jesus that early day by the lake.
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But their understanding of God's new life actually grew as the challenges to their lives became
more serious. The person in our phone conversation hadn't quite got there yet. Because it's
not really about complaints or getting compensation or finding someone to blame when
things go wrong. It's not really about reading the traditional small print either - that might
just put you off ever doing anything. God's small print has some real surprises, like free
forgiveness for us - and what is much harder, from us too, for others. It lists life in all its
fullness, once you take those first steps to walk with Jesus and learn to trust him.

Do you watch the Antiques Road Show? That's compulsory viewing in our house. Every time,
there are items that look modest but are eye-
wateringly valuable. If only we could recognise that
God's love for us, God's kingdom, is worth even more
than any of them, like a 'pearl of great price', absolutely
worth selling everything for. It's worth more than all the
most valuable things we can imagine, our families and
even our own lives. It's worth more than all the
sparrows in the world. We may feel like little sparrows,
but we are each deeply loved, and are called to share
that love however we can. Liz

PRAYERS
Let us pray to our heavenly Father, who is familiar with our world and understands our
humanity:
Lord of all, wherever Christians are ridiculed or persecuted for their faith, we ask your courage
and inner strength; wherever we are called to be your witnesses, we ask for the grace to
communicate your love. Wherever love for you has grown cold we ask to fan the flames again.
In Christ we can be dead to sin: and alive to God.

Lord, wherever the human spirit is ground down by oppression or discrimination, and
wherever our silence allows injustice and corruption to flourish, we ask for deeper
compassion and commitment; we ask for our kingdoms to become your Kingdom, and the
desires of your heart to be ours.
In Christ we can be dead to sin: and alive to God.

Lord of all, wherever families are struggling; wherever there are arguments and feuds, we ask
for your tranquility and harmony. Wherever people are unwanted or unloved, neglected or in
danger, we ask for your protection and help.
In Christ we can be dead to sin: and alive to God.

Lord, wherever bodies, minds or spirits are wracked with pain or disease or too weak or
exhausted to pray, we ask for the love of your presence, and the practical caring of hands
working in your name. Wherever there are doubts and the battle is strong, we ask for your
empowering and guidance.
In Christ we can be dead to sin: and alive to God.
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Lord of all, wherever the dying are anxious and afraid, we ask for your peace; wherever the
faithful have passed from this life into eternity, we commend them to your unchanging and
everlasting love.
In Christ we can be dead to sin: and alive to God.

Wherever nature’s beauty or the daily miracles around us alert us to see your face, we thank
you for the grace to live this resurrection life.
In Christ we can be dead to sin: and alive to God.

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION
In times of weakness and hour of need, yours Lord is the strength by which we carry on:
the shoulder we rest our head upon.
When our load is heavy and too much to bear:
yours are the arms stretched out to help us, the grace that we depend on.
In times of weakness and hour of need: your voice is heard, ‘Come, find rest.’

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


