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Noticesheet & Services for Sunday 19th July - Trinity 6
Below you’ll find a SHORT SERVICE with readings and a short reflection from Liz for today - I
hope you find this helpful to use at home.

Trina has produced another VIDEO SERVICE for today for you to watch and join in with. The
title this week is ‘Celebrating our Churches - Llanywern’. The link to view it is:
https://youtu.be/MYuz35UMeXk
If you don’t have access to the internet but have a CD player I’ve produced another audio CD
from the last five of Trina’s services - If you’d like a copy I’d be happy to send you a copy - just
give me a call on 676146 and I’ll pop one in the post for you.

Liz and I will be leading a short live SUNDAY SERVICE OVER ZOOM AT 10-30am today. If you
would like to join in, please contact one of the clergy (see above) for the link you’ll need.
The order of service for this can be found on either parish webpage.

Liz will be holding a FAMILY CHURCH SERVICE OVER ZOOM AT 11-30am today with those who
normally attend the monthly service at the Henderson Hall. If you would like to join in, please
contact Liz for the link you will need.

SERVICES AVAILABLE ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on BBC 1: 1-15pm Songs of Praise
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship - service from the RC Diocese of Leeds
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration from Aberystwyth
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from Chichester Cathedral
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from St Alban’s Church, Holborn
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only - The Daily Service.

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER : LLANGORS CHURCH is open for private prayer 10am
to 11am each Thursday morning. Other churches locally which are open for private prayer
include Brecon Cathedral which is open 10am to 2pm on weekdays and 3pm to 5pm at the
weekend and St Edmund’s Church, Crickhowell which is open 10-30am to 12-30pm Mon to Sat
and 2pm-4pm Sundays.

CHURCH GIVING : A number of people have expressed concern about the difficulties of
financial support for churches during the lockdown. This is something which potentially is
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likely to continue even after churches gradually reopen for worship - as services begin again
it’s recommended that for safety & hygiene reasons cash collections should not be taken.
With this in mind the Church in Wales is recommending that people consider using the Gift
Aid Direct scheme. This allows for regular donations to be made to churches by direct debt
and has the added advantage of simplifying the process of claiming back Gift Aid (provided
you are a tax payer) as this is then done centrally by the Church in Wales and paid direct to
your nominated church. If you are interested, there’s further information on the Church in
Wales website at: https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/gift-direct/
Church treasurers will also have information about the Gift Aid Direct scheme.

CHURCHES RE-OPENING FOR WORSHIP - ‘AMBER PHASE’: This phase of re-opening gives the
legal right for Churches to be opened for individuals or households to visit places of worship
for communal worship, in addition to private prayer (as previously). As you can imagine,
however, Churches can only open for worship provided they can meet strict safety measures -
these include maintaining a two-metre distance between people and ensuring sufficient
hygiene and cleaning protocols are in place. Churches also have to complete a COVID-19 risk
assessment before re-opening for worship, which must be approved by the Archdeacon. All
these necessary safety measures will mean that worship will inevitably look and feel very
different from what we are used to, of course. The Church in Wales Bishops stress that there
no obligation on the part of churches to open at this time, and they wisely urge a cautious
approach and say that safety must be the first consideration:-
“Whilst we rejoice that we can now return to worship in our churches, we urge local churches
not to rush re-opening. Only consider re-opening if you can do so effectively and safely within
the guidelines. Match your opening arrangements to your capacity to address necessary safety
measures. Our primary concern must be the health and wellbeing of our clergy, staff,
volunteers and visitors.”
Detailed guidance on reopening churches has now been published by the Church in Wales and
we have begun the process of assessing this to see what in our Ministry Area we will be able
to do and where and when.

OPEN GARDEN : Revd Trina Lodge is opening her Garden at Yr Hen Ffermdy, Llanywern for the
rest of July. This will be by appointment only, which you can make by phoning Trina on 01874
668878 and of course infection control processes will be in effect. Donations will be in aid of
Ministry Area funds. Trina advises that there are steps in the garden, although these can be
avoided, and also that the ground can be uneven in places.

Take care and stay safe & well.

Kelvin

https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/gift-direct/
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SERVICE FOR 6th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 19th JULY - TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION

God is Spirit and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth. John 4: 24

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Father, you come to meet us when we return to you: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Jesus, you died on the cross for our sins: Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Spirit, you give us life and peace: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us
by his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect for Trinity 6
Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as pass our
understanding: pour into our hearts such love toward you that we, loving you in and above all
things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen

READINGS
Psalm 139. 1-12 & 23-24
O Lord, you have searched me out and known me : you know my sitting down and my rising
up; you discern my thoughts from afar.
You mark out my journeys and my resting place : and are acquainted with all my ways.
For there is not a word on my tongue : but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
You encompass me behind and before : and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me : so high that I cannot attain it.
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Where can I go then from your spirit? : Or where can I flee from your presence?
If I climb up to heaven, you are there : if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.
If I take the wings of the morning : and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
Even there your hand shall lead me : your right hand hold me fast.
If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will cover me : and the light around me turn to night’,
Even darkness is no darkness with you; the night is as clear as the day : darkness and light to
you are both alike.
Search me out, O God, and know my heart : try me and examine my thoughts.
See if there is any way of wickedness in me : and lead me in the way everlasting.

Romans 8. 12-25 So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh—for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God
are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God
and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with
him.
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory
about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of
the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the
whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; and not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption,
the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope.
For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience.

Matthew 13. 24-30 Jesus put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder
came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did
these weeds come from?” He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him,
“Then do you want us to go and gather them?” But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds
you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the
harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’

REFLECTION
Did you see this shocking headline in the B&R
last week? Rather more dramatic than most

of their headlines, and one which reminds us that modern evils, like the virus, are not
necessarily all happening somewhere else in the world. They concern us too.
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What has this got to do with our readings? Well, St Paul talks about slavery here - or the spirit
of slavery - as a contrast to our real situation of new-found freedom, as God's well-loved
children. The spirit and habits of slavery can live on, in different ways, even when people are
technically free, and affects every level of society, including almost unconscious beliefs about
superiority and inferiority, which makes us see things in a very distorted way. We are hearing
so much more about this in the Black Lives Matter campaign. St Paul has often been criticised
for not speaking out against the injustice of slavery. In fact I wonder if he's taking such a long
view of life and its glorious new meaning, that everyday practical issues sometimes seem very
small in comparison. He sees that we are all slaves in a sense, slaves to sin, perhaps suffering
from injustice or persecution, with no real future except death, until we grasp just what God
has finally done for us. "The sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory about to be revealed to us", he says here, and in case we think he's just another
privileged person (a politician, an expert?) telling us what to do, he often describes his own
difficulties in great detail, his life now compared with his life before. What has he seen to
inspire such a great vision? The simple answer is that he met Jesus, and from then on he saw
the world in a completely different way, seeing the potential beauty of God's creation, still
struggling like us in the chains of slavery and decline. The more complex answer is how to live
an honest life while we are caught up in such tensions.

After the parable of the sower, Jesus' next illustration from nature in our Gospel reading today
gives us a similar sweeping vision, yet in very simple everyday terms. You might think from
our readings over these weeks that Jesus had been spending a lot of time in the garden and in
the fields, as many of us have recently, planting and watering, waiting and hoping. Then come
the slugs and bugs, the bad weather - and the weeds! I don't know how you define weeds:
are they just flowers in the wrong place? I think one of the problems is a kind of power
struggle -they will take over the world given half a chance. We have Himalayan balsam and
Japanese knotweed on the river bank below our house, besides dandelions
in the garden that would grow in every nook and cranny given half a
chance. One danger is, as we heard in the story of the sower, that the
'thorns and thistles' will choke out the light and take all the nourishment
from the plants we really want to see growing. My picture shows the wild
flower seeds I sowed this spring, which grew into a mixture of plants and I
wasn't sure which were from the packet and which were 'weeds' from my
home-made compost. I took out a few, with the very problem Jesus
described, and fortunately left what I thought would be unwanted grasses
- which became the amazing purple flowers amongst the cornflowers!
(What are they?)
So, wait a minute, says Jesus, for my fields I have a bigger plan. It will be much easier to tell
which really are weeds and deal with them later on, at the right time. Don't go rushing in with
your big boots trampling everything just yet. Yes, of course the weeds are a problem. But
don't make your own little judgements yet. That's my job. Trust me.
And there's another way of looking at the weeds, not just in simple terms of people being one
or the other, either weeds for the bonfire or wheat to feed others. Because we all have
weeds growing in our own personal lives. In addition, it's very hard to be 'pure' in a wider
sense - even with simple things like the coffee we drink or the journeys we take - because we
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all live in a world where global systems seem powerless to manage justice for more than a
small percentage of people. If we can only recognise this, and be willing to let God suggest
some changes, we can begin to root out our own weeds. God gives us the time to do this and
forgives us again and again. We don't have to stay as weeds or slaves: it may take a while but
we can slowly learn to act like the free children of God that we really are. Liz

PRAYERS

Let us draw near to the just and merciful God, and pour out our concerns for the Church and
for the world:

Lord our God, as we join the unending cycle of prayer on our planet turning through time and
space, we rejoice in your upholding, your mercy and forgiveness. In all our lives we ask for
your in-breathing, so that we learn to look with your vision and act with your wideness of
compassion.
God of mercy: hear us as we pray.

Lord our God, be present at all meetings and negotiations, where feelings run high, and lives
are profoundly affected by the decisions made. We pray for real communication which listens
to needs and appreciates difficulties, so that all may live together in harmony and peace.
God of mercy: hear us as we pray.

Lord our God, we pray for communities which are split apart by conflict or crushed by tragedy;
bring your healing in all situations of fear or unease that all may know your justice and mercy.
God of mercy: hear us as we pray.

Lord our God, we pray for those who have a raw deal in life; for those with ongoing health
problems, for those caught up in war and deprivation. We pray for a just and realistic sharing
of your resources, and courage, support and healing for all who suffer.
God of mercy: hear us as we pray.

Lord our God, in all the events and phase of our life, we give you thanks for your steadfast and
unchanging love which sustains and directs us.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen
Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION
Heaven shall not wait for the poor to lose their patience, the scorned to smile, the despised to
find a friend. Jesus is Lord; he has championed the unwanted; in him injustice confronts its
timely end. (Iona Community)
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


