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Noticesheet & Services for Sunday 26th July - Trinity 7

Below you’ll find a SHORT SERVICE with readings and a short reflection for today - I hope you
find this helpful to use at home.  

Trina has produced another VIDEO SERVICE for today for you to watch and join in with. The
title this week is ‘Celebrating our Churches - Llanhamlach ’.  The link to view it is:
https://youtu.be/iGlVzHtPxGM
If you don’t have access to the internet but have a CD player I’ve produced another audio CD
from a selection of four of Trina’s services - If you’d like a copy I’d be happy to send you a
copy - just give me a call on 676146 and I’ll pop one in the post. 

Alan will be leading a short live  SUNDAY SERVICE OVER ZOOM AT 10-30am today.  If you
would like to join in, please contact one of the clergy (see above) for the link you’ll need.
The order of service for this can be found on either parish webpage.  

SERVICES AVAILABLE ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on BBC 1:  1-15pm Songs of Praise from Cosby Beach, Merseyside.
Today on Radio 4:  8-10am Sunday Worship – from the ‘Virtual Keswick Convention.
Today on Radio Wales:  7-30am Celebration led by the Archdeacon of Bangor.
Today on Radio 3:  3pm Choral Evensong from St Alban’s Church, Holborn.
Wednesday on Radio 3 :  3-30pm Choral Evensong from Hereford Cathedral.
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only - The Daily Service.

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER : LLANGORS CHURCH is open for private prayer 10am
to 11am each Thursday morning.   
Other churches locally which are open for private prayer include Brecon Cathedral which is
open 10am to 2pm on weekdays and 3pm to 5pm at the weekend and St Edmund’s Church,
Crickhowell which is open 10-30am to 12-30pm Mon to Sat and 2pm-4pm Sundays.

CHURCH GIVING :  A  number  of   people  have expressed concern about  the difficulties  of
financial support for churches during the lockdown.  This is something which potentially is
likely to continue even after churches gradually reopen for worship -  as services begin again
it’s recommended that for safety & hygiene reasons cash collections should not be taken.
With this in mind the Church in Wales is recommending that people consider using the Gift
Aid Direct scheme.  This allows for regular donations to be made to churches by direct debt
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and has the added advantage of simplifying the process of claiming back Gift Aid (provided
you are a tax payer) as this is then done centrally by the Church in Wales and paid direct to
your nominated church.   If you are interested, there’s further information on the Church in
Wales website at:
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/gift-direct/
Church treasurers will also have information about the Gift Aid Direct scheme.

CHURCHES RE-OPENING FOR WORSHIP - ‘AMBER PHASE’: This phase of re-opening gives the
legal right for Churches to be opened for individuals or households to visit places of worship
for communal worship, in addition to private prayer (as previously).  However churches can
only  open  for  worship  provided  they  can  meet  strict  safety  measures  -  these  include
maintaining  a  two-metre  distance  between  people  and  ensuring  sufficient  hygiene  and
cleaning protocols are in place. Churches also have to complete a COVID-19 risk assessment
before  re-opening  for  worship,  which  must  be  approved  by  the  Archdeacon.   All  these
necessary safety measures will mean that worship will inevitably look and feel very different
from what we are used to,  of  course.   The Church in Wales Bishops stress  that  there no
obligation on the part  of  churches  to  open at  this  time,  and they wisely  urge a  cautious
approach and say that safety must be the first consideration:-
“Whilst we rejoice that we can now return to worship in our churches, we urge local churches
not to rush re-opening. Only consider re-opening if you can do so effectively and safely within
the guidelines. Match your opening arrangements to your capacity to address necessary safety
measures.  Our  primary  concern  must  be  the  health  and  wellbeing  of  our  clergy,  staff,
volunteers and visitors.”
Detailed guidance on reopening churches has been published by the Church in Wales and we
are looking at this to see what in our Ministry Area we might be able to do and where and
when.

OPEN GARDEN : Revd Trina Lodge is opening her Garden at Yr Hen Ffermdy, Llanywern for the
rest of July. This will be by appointment only, which you can make by phoning Trina on 01874
668878 and of course infection control processes will be in effect.  Donations will be in aid of
Ministry Area funds.  Trina advises that there are steps in the garden, although these can be
avoided, and also that the ground can be uneven in places.

Take care and stay safe & well.

Kelvin

https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/gift-direct/
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SERVICE FOR   7  th   SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 26  th   JULY  -   TO USE AT HOME     

INTRODUCTION

God is Spirit and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.                    John 4: 24

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you.  No secrets are hidden from you.  Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.  Amen.
A time of silence for reflection, then:

Father, you come to meet us when we return to you: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Jesus, you died on the cross for our sins: Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Spirit, you give us life and peace: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us
by his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

Collect for Trinity 7  
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: graft in our hearts the
love of your name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and of your great
mercy keep us in the same; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

READING  S  
Romans 8: 26-39    In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know
what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words
cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the
Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will. 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he
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predestined,  he  also  called;  those  he  called,  he  also  justified;  those  he  justified,  he  also
glorified. 
What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who
did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with him,
graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen?
It is God who justifies. Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who
was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Who shall separate
us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or
danger or sword? As it is written: 
"For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered."
No, in all  these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able
to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Matthew 13: 31-33  &  44-45   Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is
like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all
your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and perch in its branches." 
He told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took
and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough."
Again he said, "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it,
he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 
"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one
of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 

REFLECTION
For the last few week, the Sunday Gospel readings have concentrated on  parables that focus
on planting and growing. There was the Parable of the Sower, with it's emphasis upon how
the seed of good news, the seeds of God’s love, are sown indiscriminately,  recklessly and
extravagantly.  Last week there was the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares.  Now today,
we’re presented with a string of mini-parables, a set of four that are each just a couple of
verses long.  Again we start out with seeds – this time mustard seeds – and then move on to
yeast, treasure in a field, and finally fine pearls.  And in each of these parables, Jesus begins in
exactly the same way: “The kingdom of heaven is like:”  It seems, then to be so important that
we understand about this kingdom of God that Jesus tells literally story after story after story,
with the same structure, but with different examples. The kingdom of heaven is like this. The
kingdom of heaven is like that. 

So then, what is this Kingdom of Heaven like?  And after reading all these parables, do we
really  know?  I  ask that question because it  seems that  Jesus must  have wondered if  his
disciples were themselves actually getting the message.  Because at the close of today's gospel
reading Jesus asks them, “Have you understood all this?” And they reply, simply, “Yes.”  But
it's so short a response that you have to wonder if they had really got it!  So perhaps we have
to ask ourselves too: Do we get what Jesus is saying here about the kingdom, or do we just
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think we’ve got it?  Of course, in a way Jesus’ first hearers had an advantage over us in hearing
this kind of teaching of Jesus.  After all they were people who were connected to the land for
their  livelihoods in a way that perhaps of us are not.  So Jesus’ parables would no doubt
resonate deeply with them - would surprise them in just the right places - would cause them
to ask questions just as as he expected.  Because Jesus used what were in the main very
ordinary things to talk to them about the kingdom of God - seeds, wheat, weeds, tiny mustard
seeds, yeast.  OK maybe the parables about the treasure in a field or the merchant seeking
pearls are a little less typical, but mostly, Jesus talks about everyday stuff, ordinary things in
these parables (and elsewhere) - or at least things which are ordinary to 1st century listeners.

Which perhaps raises the question, why?  Why does Jesus use in the main, such ordinary
illustrations? Why not a more dramatic illustration to make his point?  Well, perhaps it's the
very ordinary nature of the examples which is really the point.  Perhaps what Jesus is trying to
make us understand is that at it's core the kingdom is present in the everyday things of our
lives.   At the moment, we’re in the liturgical season of Sundays after Trinity, but in the Roman
Catholic Church they call it the Sundays of 'Ordinary Time' (the readings they use week by
week are by and large the same as ours).  I quite like that – the Sundays of Ordinary Time.
After all, what's wrong with having some ordinary time? Maybe it's easy for us to see God at
work in our midst in the special times of the church year – at Christmas and Advent, during
Lent  and  Easter,  or  on  days  when we celebrate  special  things  –  anniversaries,  baptisms,
weddings, confirmations, ordinations, pandemics notwithstanding.   But as I say, what I think
Jesus is getting at in so many of his parables is that the kingdom of heaven happens, arrives,
lives and exists for us in ordinary time – right here in the everyday, ordinary stuff of life.  It's
there in our work, in our eating, in our business, in our growing, in our health and in our
sickness.  It’s in the everyday, ordinary things of life, we actually find the kingdom of God.
Indeed, I suspect that if we can only see God at work at the holidays, (the holy days) then
we’re really missing a lot of activity in the kingdom of heaven.  Real life, the abundant life
Jesus offers, isn’t necessarily about the special events that occasionally mark our time.  Real
life is the time in between.  It’s in the relationships that sustain us daily.  It’s in the love we
share and show to one another for no other reason than because we are all God’s children.
And so perhaps these parables first and foremost remind us that the kingdom of God is in us,
and around us - that it's so pervasive that it is in everything we do, if we care to look for it, if
we are only prepared to let it in.   For some people, looking for God means always looking for
a miracle, or a supernatural event, or an event beyond our explanation.  But I think perhaps
God is best revealed when we understand that God is in the things that make up our everyday
lives.  That’s  where  we need to  start  looking  for  the  kingdom.  The kingdom of  heaven is
extraordinary simply because it's in the ordinary.  It’s here among us - it's not so special that it
is beyond our reach.  Amen.

PRAYERS
Father, we thank you for all who have helped us to pray and to grasp something of your great
love and power. We ask your blessing and empowering for all who teach and minister in your
name; we ask for our worship to be an overflowing of our daily walk with you, an expression
of our deepening love.
Lord of all creation: teach us your ways.
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Father, we thank you for the beauty and diversity of the created world we inhabit.  We ask for
the  wisdom  to  tend  it  carefully,  respecting  the  natural  laws  and  sharing  the  resources,
listening to the weak as well as the strident, the poor as well as the affluent and powerful.
Lord of all creation: teach us your ways.

Father,  we  thank  you  for  the  candour  and  innocence  of  the  young,  and  for  the  joy  of
friendship; for all with whom we share our life, and those we love but are unable at this time
to meet.  We ask for hearts that are skilled in listening, so that we dicern and respond to the
real agendas, remembering always that conversation is a two-way event.
Lord of all creation: teach us your ways.

Father we thank you for the  advances in medical knowledge and the hope of treatments for
covid.  We pray for all engaged in medical research and all whoses lives are affected by illness,
frailty, isolation or fear.  Give comfort and reassurance, healing, wholeness and peace.
Lord of all creation: teach us your ways.

Father, we call to mind all those we have known and loved who lived among us and now have
died.  We pray for all who made that journey unoticed, unloved or alone.  We ask that they
may all know your mercy and the everlasting peace and joy of heaven.
Lord of all creation: teach us your ways.

Father, we thank you for your wisdom and truth, your understanding and generosity.  We
acknowledge our dependance on you, and praise your for providing us with all we need.
Merciful  Father,  accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen
Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION
Arglwyddi, brodyr, a chwiorydd, Byddwch lawen a chadwch eich ffyd a'ch credd, a gwnewch y
petheu bychain a glywsoch ac y welsoch gennyf i.
Lords, brothers and sisters, Be joyful, and keep your faith and your creed, and do the little
things that you have seen me do and heard about.

(Ascribed to St David)

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


