
The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards   tel: 01874-676146   e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons   tel: 01874-658298   e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley   tel: 01874 - 665267   e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge   tel: 01874 - 658878   e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This   Sunday   30  th   August   :   Trinity 12  
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.  

If  you would like to join this, please email Kelvin for the link you will need.
The order of service can be found on either webpage (see above).  

10-30am Service at Llangors Church
Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday if you’d like to come to this service.

11-30am Family Church Service over Zoom
If you would like to join this please contact Liz for the link you will need.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s latest Video Service is ‘Celebrating our Churches - Llanfihangel’.
The Link to this is https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tt7v4eWAdOU&t=17s
You can also find it via either Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page  - we hope you find it  
useful.

Thursday   3  rd   September  
(Llangors Church is NOT open for Private Prayer this week)

Next   Sunday 6  th   September : Trinity 13  
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.  
10-30am Service at Llanfrynach Church

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Sat 5th Sept if you’d like to come to this service.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s next Video Service will be ‘Celebrating our Churches - Llanfeugan’.  

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.
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CLEANING LLANFRYNACH CHURCH : In preparation for re-opening for worship next Sunday,
it's important that the church is given a good clean beforehand.  This is planned to take place
at 2-00pm on Wednesday 2nd September - if you are able to come along and help could you
kindly  contact  the  churchwarden,  Janet  Watkins,   Tel:  01874  665470  or  email:
janpudwatkins@hotmail.co.uk as soon as possible.  Six people should be enough to each cover
and clean an area while staying safe and socially distanced from each other.  Please bring your
own brushes and dusters, etc.  Many thanks in anticipation.

RE-OPENING CHURCHES FOR WORSHIP : Starting from today we are re-opening one church for
worship  in  each  parish  -  Llangors  Church  in  Llyn  Safaddan  and  Llanfrynach  Church  in  the
Beacons Benefice.  The monthly pattern will be:

10-30am at Llanfrynach on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month
10-30am at Llangors on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the Month

For  the  time  being  these  services  will  take  the  form  of  a  Service  of  the  Word  (i.e  not
Communion)
Because of the need for social distancing we will be limited in the number of people we can
accommodate at either church building, so:-
If you want to come to the service on Sunday Sept 6th at Llanfrynach could you please let
Kelvin know by phone (01874-676146) or email (see above) by mid-day on Saturday 5 th Sept
at the latest.

If you want to come to the service on Sunday 13th Sept at Llangors, or Sunday 20th Sept at
Llanfrynach,  could you let  Liz  Bramley know by phone (01874-665267) or  email  her (see
above) by mid-day on Saturday 12th Sept or Saturday 19th Sept, respectively. 
We are advising that those who attend any service to wear face masks (disposable masks will
be available).
We are continuing with the current online and noticesheet services – the details of these can
be found above on this noticesheet.
It’s important to remember, of course that whether we are physically present for worship or
not we are all one in Christ our Lord – we remain joined together in one communion in him,
worshipping and praying together wherever we are.

LLANGORS CHURCH - PRIVATE PRAYER : Please note that Llangors Church will NOT be open for
private  prayer  on  Thursday  3rd September  nor  on  Thursday  10th September.   If  you  are
interested in the church being open for private prayer after these dates, please have a word
with Trina. Other churches locally which are open for private prayer include Brecon Cathedral,
open 10am to 2pm on weekdays and 3pm to 5pm at the weekend and St Edmund’s Church,
Crickhowell which is open 10-30am to 12-30pm Mon to Sat and 2-00pm-4-00pm Sundays.

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on BBC 1: 12-25pm Songs of Praise from Blenheim Palace   
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship from Greenbelt Online
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration from Llanyafon Methodist Church
Today on Radio 3:  3pm Choral Evensong from St Martin’s-in-the-Fields, London.
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Armagh Cathedral.
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.



SERVICE FOR 12  th   SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY – 30  th   AUGUST  
TO USE AT HOME 

INTRODUCTION

God is Spirit and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.                    John 4: 24

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you.  No secrets are hidden from you.  Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.  Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to one another and to the Father. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you intercede for us with your Father. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

Collect for Trinity 12   Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than
we  to  pray  and  to  give  more  than  either  we  desire  or  deserve:  pour  down upon us  the
abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid and giving
us those good things which we are not worthy to ask but through the merits and mediation of
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

READINGS
Psalm 115: 1-9
Not to us, Lord, not to us, but to your name give the glory : for the sake of your loving mercy 
and truth.
Why should the nations say : ‘Where is now their God?’



As for our God he is in heaven; he does whatever he pleases.
Their idols are silver and gold : the work of human hands.
They have mouths, but cannot speak : eyes have they, but cannot see;
They have ears, but cannot hear : noses have they, but cannot smell;
They have hands, but cannot feel; feet have they, but cannot walk : not a whisper do they 
make from their throats.
Those who make them shall become like them : and so will all who put their trust in them.
But you, Israel, put your trust in the Lord : he is their help and their shield.

Romans 12. 9-21   Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep  with  those  who  weep.  Live  in  harmony  with  one  another;  do  not  be  haughty,  but
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for
evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on
you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of
God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ No, ‘if your enemies are
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will
heap burning coals on their heads.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Matthew 16. 21-28   From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes,
and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.’ But he turned and said to
Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind
not on divine things but on human things.’ 
Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and
those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay
everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’ 

REFLECTION

Who holds real power?  Hero to Zero!  How often have we heard this over the last few years.
Anybody who seems to be set up as a star for some great talent or quality suddenly turns out
to be human after all.  Well, it looks as though this is what happened to Peter.  We left him last
week on top of the world, praised by Jesus and promised one of the top jobs in the future
world order.  And now he is on the receiving end of some of the harshest words Jesus ever
said.  Jesus must have been a very challenging person to live with.  Half the time, what he said
was just so right you wondered how anyone could disagree with him.  And half the time what
he said hardly  made sense,  it  was so completely the opposite of  the way things normally



happened.  All this talk of suffering and being killed - that's not how a real Messiah should
speak! 

It's true, Jesus' message is full of paradoxes, and this one about losing your life to save it is
surely one of the most difficult to grasp.  No wonder there were misunderstandings, then as
now.  It's all  too easy for us to think God should behave as we want him to, just as Peter
thought he know how Jesus should behave.  We want a god we can manipulate, whether it's
by obeying all the rules, by being 'good' or by sacrificing things.  That's very clear in our psalm:
'the nations' - people with worldly ideas about power and success - want rewards for their
efforts, and they want them now.  The people who have power want a god they can make for
themselves, a god they can control - and think of the extra power that gives them over others,
if they can claim that god is on their side! But such a god is no better than a lump of metal,
quite devoid of life or feeling.  And what's worse, it makes it easy for the followers to regard
other people as less than human, simply as problems threatening our lifestyle (like migrants?)
or as threats to our idea of power and authority (dictators?  police brutality?)  
God's way is very different: 'As for our God, he is in heaven: he does whatever he pleases'.  It is
a lot more difficult to live under a God like that, who doesn't play by our rules, a God whose
main rule is his love for all his people, and who will pay any price to save them - even the
apparently most worthless people.

What do you think he meant by "Take up your cross and follow me?"  One thing it does not
mean, I'm sure, is living a life of doleful denial, refusing any pleasure or colour in life.
Jesus often went to parties, and despite being extremely rude to his hosts at times, he must
have  been  a  popular  dinner  guest.   But  it  does  involve  sacrifices,  and  often  the  difficult,
constant everyday kind of sacrifices, rather than great heroic actions.  St Paul explains in some
detail how this might work out in a well-lived life.  His overall theme is that a genuine life is
lived for others.  It's not about pride or self-promotion or getting even, not really about any of
those qualities that were prized in Roman culture - quite the opposite.  In fact, if you look
closely at his words, you see just what a challenge it would be to live up to any one of them.  In
particular, his words about our attitude to our enemies are the complete opposite of what
most people would have thought.  Forgiving people who have hurt you, even helping them
out? How can you ever get on in life if you don't show people how tough you are?  

But of course, strength can be shown in different ways.  I'll end with a little story that rather
brought that home to us last week.  Early on Friday morning, as we were trying hard to get
ready for family visitors, we discovered there was a stray dog in our garden.  A first thought
was to go out with a big stick to show it who was boss, face a growling confrontation, shoo it
away and shut the gate - not our problem.  But then what?  It would probably have run out
into the main road where anything could have happened.  The more risky alternative was to
get close enough to see if it had a name tag.  With the sacrifice of some of our lunchtime
sausages, friendly relations were established, but the lack of a name was the next problem.
After a lot of phoning round, a friend suggested putting a post on the local Facebook page, and
this eventually found the owner.  It turned out, the dog had run away in the night during a
thunderstorm, and lived right on the other side of Brecon.  So kindness and patience brought a
happy ending to this little domestic drama.  And it helped us to connect more fully to our local
community  and  really  appreciate  everyone's  kindness  and  commitment.   If  only  all  life's
problems could be so easily  solved!   I  found myself  thinking that  we might  be have been



prepared to drop everything to help a lost dog - but what about lost people?  'Take up your
cross' does not mean we have to save the world on our own, but it is important to learn to
keep our eyes open and help where we can, perhaps more than we thought we ever could.
The costs will be real, but will turn into real benefits, the kind of thing Jesus meant when he
said 'those who lose their life for my sake will find it'.                                                                       Liz

PRAYERS & CONCLUSION

Father,  help  us  to  understand what  it  means to  love  and serve you.   In  times of  testing,
strengthen us, in times of suffering, support us, when we are at the end of our resources,
revive us.  Teach us through all, the inexplicable peace and joy that comes from doing your will.
We look to the cross: and see your love for us.

Father, have mercy on us for the misdirected use of time, money and resources in the world.
In  the  struggle  against  evil  and  sin,  empower  us,  so  that  justice  and  righteousness  are
established, upheld and celebrated.
We look to the cross: and see your love for us.

Father, renew our commitment to your loving in all our relationships, our work and our prayer.
In the hard choices, give us wisdom, in the painful decisions, affirm us, and may our words
always speak your truth.
We look to the cross: and see your love for us.

Father, bring healing and wholeness to those who suffer in body, mind or spirit.  Give them the
grace to perservere with patience, and turn the dark times into places of spiriritual growth.
We look to the cross: and see your love for us.

Father, may those who have died rest in the eternal peace of your presence, their burdens laid
down and their suffering ended.
We look to the cross: and see your love for us.

Father, the full extent of your love for us is more than we can ever imagine.  In our love and
thankfulness we offer the praise of our lives.  Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


