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Noticesheet & Services for Sunday 23  rd   August - Trinity 11  

1. RE-OPENING CHURCHES FOR WORSHIP : Following discusion at recent PCC meetings, for the
time being we plan to re-open one church for worship in each parish - Llangors Church in Llyn
Safaddan and Llanfrynach Church in the Beacons Benefice.  The first two services will be:-

10.30am Sunday 30th August at Llangors
10.30am Sunday 6th September at Llanfrynach

Essentially the monthly pattern will be:
10-30am at Llanfrynach on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month
10-30am at Llangors on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the Month

For the time being these services will take the form of a Service of the Word (not Communion)
Because of the need for social distancing we will be limited in the number of people we can
accommodate at either church building. So if you want to come to a particular service could
you please let Kelvin know by phone (01874-676146) or email (see above) by mid-day on the
Saturday before the Sunday service.   We are advising that those who attend wear face masks
(disposable masks will be available).
Because some in our congregations will still need to shield and take due care and precaution,
we will also be continuing with the current online and noticesheet services,  although from
Sunday 30th August  the Service over Zoom will move to 9-30am.
It’s important to remember, of course that whether we are physically present for worship or
not we are all ONE in Christ our Lord – we remain joined together in one communion in him,
worshipping and praying TOGETHER wherever we are.

2.   Below there’s a SHORT SERVICE WITH READING AND REFLECTION for today - I hope you
find this helpful to use at home.  

3.  Trina has produced a VIDEO SERVICE for today – ‘Celebrating our Churches – Bwlch’.  You
can find a link to this on the parish web pages (see above).

4.   Kelvin will be leading a short live SUNDAY SERVICE OVER ZOOM AT 10-30am today.  If you’d
like to join this, please email me or one of the other clergy for the link that you’ll need.
The order of service for this can also is can be found on either webpage (see above).

5.   SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on BBC 1:  1-15pm Songs of Praise.       Today on Radio 4:  8-10am Sunday Worship.
Today on Radio Wales:  7-30am Celebration.
Today on Radio 3:  3pm Choral Evensong live from St Martin’s-in-the-Fields, London.
Wednesday on Radio 3 :  3-30pm Choral Evensong live from St Martin’s-in-the-Fields, London.
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only - The Daily Service.

mailto:petrinalodge@gmail.com
mailto:petrinalodge@gmail.com
mailto:petrinalodge@gmail.com
mailto:liz.bramley@icloud.com
mailto:alan.jevons@icloud.com
mailto:kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com


6.  LLANGORS CHURCH CONTINUES TO BE OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 10am to 11am each
Thursday morning.  Other churches locally which are open for private prayer include Brecon
Cathedral,  open 10am to 2pm on weekdays and 3pm to 5pm at the weekend and St Edmund’s
Church,  Crickhowell  which  is  open  10-30am  to  12-30pm Mon  to  Sat  and  2-00pm-4-00pm
Sundays.

7.  OPEN GARDEN : A big thank you to all who who visited Yr Hen Ffermdy Open Garden - your
financial  donations  and  also  donations  of  plants  and preserves  raised  £205 for  the whole
Ministry Area.  Thank you also to Trina and Alan Lodge for opening up their garden to visitors.

SERVICE FOR 11  th   SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - 23  rd   AUGUST  
TO USE AT HOME 

INTRODUCTION

God is Spirit and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.                    John 4: 24

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you.  No secrets are hidden from you.  Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.  Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to one another and to the Father. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you intercede for us with your Father. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.



Collect for Trinity 11   
O God, you declare your almighty power most chiefly in showing mercy and pity: mercifully
grant to us such a measure of your grace, that we, running the way of your commandments,
may receive your gracious promises, and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen

READINGS

Isaiah 51. 1-6   Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord. Look to the
rock  from  which  you  were  hewn,  and  to  the  quarry  from  which  you  were  dug.  Look  to
Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I
blessed him and made him many. For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste
places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and
gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me,
and my justice for a light to the peoples. I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation
has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm
they hope. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will
vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like
gnats; but my salvation will be for ever, and my deliverance will never be ended.

Psalm 138

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart : before the gods will I sing praise to you.
I will bow down towards your holy temple and praise your name, because of your love and 
faithfulness : for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
In the day that I called to you, you answered me : you put new strength in my soul.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord : for they have heard the words of your 
mouth.
They shall sing of the ways of the Lord : that great is the glory of the Lord.
Though the Lord be high, he watches over the lowly : as for the proud, he regards them from 
afar.
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you will preserve me : you will stretch forth your hand 
against the fury of my enemies; your right hand will save me.
The Lord shall make good his purpose for me : your loving-kindness, O Lord, endures for 
ever; forsake not the work of your hands.

Romans 12. 1-8     I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. Do not be conformed to this world,  but be transformed by the renewing of your
minds, so that you may discern what is the will  of God—what is good and acceptable and
perfect. 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of
faith that  God has assigned. For as  in  one body we have many members,  and not all  the
members  have  the  same  function,  so  we,  who  are  many,  are  one  body  in  Christ,  and
individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace



given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching;
the  exhorter,  in  exhortation;  the  giver,  in  generosity;  the  leader,  in  diligence;  the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Matthew 16. 13-20   Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’  And they said, ‘Some say John the
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them,
‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the
living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood
has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered the disciples
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

REFLECTION

 ‘And I tell you, you are Peter (the rock) and on this rock I will build my church and the gates of
Hades will not prevail against overcome it.’ 

These words seem to imply that there must have been something quite remarkable and unique
about Peter himself, to have been given such an important task by Jesus.  Or perhaps not...
After all, immediately after this passage Peter demonstrated his complete misunderstanding of
his own affirmation of Jesus as Messiah, and earned the harshest rebuke Jesus offers in all the
gospels – 

‘Out of my sight Satan.  You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of
God, but the things of men’ 

Not long after that Peter denied even knowing Jesus, and moreover did so three times. Later
still it was Peter who first agreed to fellowship with Gentile Christians, and then later refused
such fellowship, and so earned the considerable wrath of St. Paul when they met at Antioch.
So, as I say, perhaps Peter isn’t really so special after all.  That’s not to say that Peter was a bad
man, or a faithless one – some of the time he was a very good man, and very faithful as well, in
spite of his many failings.  It’s rather that the commission Jesus gave him didn’t exempt him
from his  own humanity,  and the problems and difficulties  that  we all  humans experience.
Peter remained as human as everyone else - just as wrong, and scared and foolish from time to
time as we can be.

That’s why I see passage not so much a statement about Peter, as about God, and the way God
works in this world.  What Jesus is saying is not that he will suspend the process of what it is to
be human so that God can build the Church.  He’s saying rather that God will work precisely
through what it is to be human in order to build the Church - that God will build the Church
through all our brokenness, all our flaws and sinfulness, all the ways in which we hurt ourselves
and each other, as well as all the ways in which we bring beauty and honesty and truth and joy
into this world.  It isn’t so much that God causes any of that to happen, rather than it is that
God uses what does happen to bring about the fulfilment of the Divine will.



This, to me, is what makes this passage so important for us.  It isn’t about becoming something
more than we are - and certainly not about which Church organization is oldest and best – it’s
rather about God working through what it is to be human.  In Christ, God doesn’t come to
make us more than human, better than human. Rather, he comes to open us up to the fullness
of what it is to be human.  Remarkable as it may seem, God puts things in our hands – our frail,
fallible hands, just as he put things in Peter’s frail,  fallible hands -  it’s this constellation of
mixed up all  too human, people  we call  the  church which God works  through to  lead his
Kingdom on. 

Indeed when I stop and think about it – that’s indeed my own personal experience of how
things actually are.  I can very easily count the number of times that I have been absolutely
certain about God’s will for me in the crucial moments of my life because that number is zero. I
can very easily count the number of times that I have fearlessly walked down the path before
me because that number too, is zero. Instead, being human means that clarity has often come
to me later on as I’ve proceeded, but never have I started with it – any more than I suspect
Peter or any of the other disciples did.

And that, today’s gospel seems to be telling us IS the way it is supposed to be.  God doesn’t
work by suspending our humanity that we might gain some sort of supernatural insight.  God
works by calling us to move on in faith, by calling us to bring all our hopes and joys and fears
and pride, everything we don’t quite like about ourselves as well as everything we do.  Through
that mix God’s will finally gets done.  Put simply, God’s work in Christ is not to enable us to
escape our humanity, God’s work in Christ is to enable us to fulfil it.

In the end when Jesus says “You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church” he is
giving us really good news, because he telling that it’s right here, in the very midst of what it is
to be a fallible and limited human being, the Divine Will is worked out and accomplished. We
don’t have to escape what it is to be human in order to find God. We simply have to realize
that the risen Christ will find us in what it is to be human.  Amen.

PRAYERS & CONCLUSION

Let us by prayer and intercession with thanksgiving make our requests to God.

Gracious God, we pray for peace, justice and reconciliation throughout the world.  We pray for 
the honouring of human rights, and for the relief of the oppressed.  We give thanks for all that 
is gracious in the lives of men, women and children. 
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer

We pray for the renewal of the Church in faith, love and service. We pray for John our bishop 
and for the life of these parishes. We give thanks for the gift of your word, the grace of the 
sacraments and the fellowship of your people.
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer

We pray for this local community and for all people in their daily life and work. We pray for the 
young and the elderly, for families, and all who are alone. We give thanks for human skill and 
creativity and all that reveals your loveliness. 
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer



We pray for those who are in need; for the sick, sorrowful and bereaved.  We pray for all who 
bring comfort, care and healing. We give thanks for human love and friendship and for all that 
enriches our daily lives. 
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer

Let us commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, to the mercy and protection of God.
Merciful  Father,  accept  these prayers for  the sake of  your Son,  our  Saviour Jesus  Christ.
Amen

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


