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The BEACONS BENEFICE & 
PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards     tel: 01874-676146     e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons     tel: 01874-658298     e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley     tel: 01874 - 665267     e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge      tel: 01874 - 658878    e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

Noticesheet & Services for Sunday 2  nd   August - Trinity 8  

1.   Below there’s a SHORT SERVICE WITH READING AND REFLECTION for today - I hope you
find this helpful to use at home.  

2.  Trina has  produced  a  VIDEO SERVICE for  today.   This  week’s  title  is  ‘Celebrating our
Churches - Llangasty ’.  The link to view it is: https://youtu.be/2kohXCkVNNQ
If you don’t have access to the internet but have a CD player I’ve produced another audio CD
from a selection of four of Trina’s services - If you’d like a copy I’d be happy to send you a
copy - just give me a call on 676146 and I’ll pop one in the post. 

3.   Kelvin will be leading a short live  SUNDAY SERVICE OVER ZOOM AT 10-30am today.  If
you’d like to join this, please email me or one of the other clergy for the link that you’ll need.
The order of service for this is can be found on either webpage (see above)

4.   Liz is holding a FAMILY CHURCH SERVICE OVER ZOOM AT 11-30am today.  If you would
like to join in, please contact Liz for the link you will need.

5.   SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on BBC 1:  1-15pm Songs of Praise.
Today on Radio 4:  8-10am Sunday Worship with the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Chaplain.
Today on Radio Wales:  7-30am Celebration from Colwyn Bay
Today on Radio 3:  3pm Choral Evensong from St Martin’s-in-the-Fields, London.
Wednesday on Radio 3 :  3-30pm Choral Evensong from St Martin’s-in-the-Fields, London.
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only - The Daily Service.

6.    LLANGORS  CHURCH  IS  OPEN  FOR  PRIVATE  PRAYER  10am  to  11am  each  Thursday
morning.  Other churches locally which are open for private prayer include Brecon Cathedral,
open 10am to 2pm on weekdays and 3pm to 5pm at the weekend and St Edmund’s Church,
Crickhowell which is open 10-30am to 12-30pm Mon to Sat and 2-00pm-4-00pm Sundays.

7.   CHURCHES RE-OPENING FOR WORSHIP - ‘AMBER PHASE’: This phase of re-opening gives
the legal  right  for  Churches  to  be opened for  individuals  or  households to visit  places of
worship for communal worship, in addition to private prayer.  However churches can only
open for worship provided they can meet strict safety measures - these include maintaining a
two-metre distance between people and ensuring sufficient hygiene and cleaning protocols
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are in place. Churches also have to complete a COVID-19 risk assessment before re-opening
for worship, which must be approved by the Archdeacon.  All these necessary safety measures
mean that worship will inevitably look and feel very different from what we are used to, of
course.  The Bishops of the Church in Wales are advocating a cautious approach to reopening
and advise that the safety of all  must be of paramount importance  Detailed guidance on
reopening churches has been published by the Church in Wales and having looked at this,
both parishes are holding PCC Meetings via Zoom (Llyn Safaddan this Thursday at 7-30pm and
the Beacons Benefice this Friday at 7-00pm) to decide what in our Ministry Area we might be
able to do and where and when.

8.   OPEN GARDEN : Revd Trina Lodge is opening her Garden at Yr Hen Ffermdy, Llanywern.
This will be by appointment only, which you can make by phoning Trina on 01874 668878 and
of course infection control processes will be in effect.  Donations will be in aid of Ministry Area
funds.

Take care and stay safe & well.

Kelvin

SERVICE FOR 8th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 2nd AUGUST
TO USE AT HOME 

INTRODUCTION
God is Spirit and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.                    John 4: 24

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you.  No secrets are hidden from you.  Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.  Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to one another and to the Father. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you intercede for us with your Father. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us
by his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

Collect for Trinity 8  Almighty Lord and everlasting God,  we beseech you to direct, sanctify
and govern us in the ways of your laws and the works of your commandments; that through
your most mighty protection, both here and ever, we may be preserved in body and soul;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

READINGS

Isaiah 55: 1-5   "Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no
money,come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  Why
spend money on what is not bread,and your labour on what does not satisfy?  Listen, listen to
me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.  Give ear and come
to me; hear me, that your soul may live.  I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my
faithful love promised to David. See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and
commander of the peoples.  Surely you will summon nations you know not, and nations that
do not know you will hasten to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for
he has endowed you with splendour."

Psalm 145. 8-9 & 14-21
The Lord is gracious and merciful : long-suffering and of great goodness.
The Lord is loving to everyone : and his mercy is over all his creatures.
The Lord upholds all those who fall : and lifts up all those who are bowed down.
The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord : and you give them their food in due season.
You open wide your hand : and fill all things living with plenty.
The Lord is righteous in all his ways : and loving in all his works.
The Lord is near to those who call upon him : to all who call upon him faithfully.
He fulfils the desire of those who fear him : he hears their cry and saves them.
The Lord watches over those who love him : but all the wicked shall he destroy.
My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord : and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever
and ever.

Romans 9: 1-5:    I speak the truth in Christ--I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the
Holy Spirit-- I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I
myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race,
the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the
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receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs, and from
them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen. 

Matthew 14: 13-21:     When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately
to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When
Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 
As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a remote place, and it's
already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves
some food." 
Jesus replied, "They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat." 
"We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish," they answered. 
"Bring them here to me," he said. And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking
the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the
loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. They all
ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that
were left over. The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women
and children. 

REFLECTION

Do  you  think  the  lockdown  is  making  people  more  mean  and
calculating,  or  more  generous  with  their  time  and  possessions?
Probably a bit of both.  So it's good that God's enormous generosity is
one of the main themes again this week, in Isaiah, in our psalm and
particularly in the story of the feeding of the five thousand. 
But first, to keep our feet on the ground, we should take note of the
underlying pain in each of the readings.  "Come to me!" calls God
through Isaiah in  those wonderful  words  from thousands of  years
ago.  "Don't waste your time and money running after things that can't ever truly satisfy you,
when I have real food that costs no money."  I think Isaiah would be a great fan of the TV
show Fake Britain, where cheap - and often dangerous - imitations are exposed, and he would
surely have something to say about the lure of cheap heroin now apparently flooding the
market from Afghanistan.  You might think our psalm paints an impossibly rosy picture of the
world; but the psalmist must know very well that God allowed people, even good people, to
suffer and die in his time, just as we know there are huge numbers of people in the world now
facing upheaval and starvation.  It's a difficult, uncomfortable read: you want to shout out
"But it's just not like that!"   For Jesus, there were a lot of people he didn't cure while he was
alive, because he lived in one small area, but we believe God cared about them too.  St Paul is
the one showing the most obvious pain here.  He has just made his most confident statement
about God's love,  at  the end of the previous chapter,  and it  is  as if  he can suddenly see
everything that  his  people  are  losing out on,  by rejecting Jesus,  more even than physical
healing.
And look at the start of our gospel: Jesus had just heard about the gruesome beheading of his
cousin John the Baptist, and desperately needed some time alone with his father.  
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He could have refused to talk to anybody, with his heavy burden of grief.  "Just go away, all of
you.  Leave me alone, at least this once!" he could have said.  But he didn't.  The disciples tried
to control the situation for him, by giving him some space, and making sure people could get
away in good time to find food and water.   This  was doubtless  all  very well  intentioned.
People had come to this inhospitable place, for all kinds of reasons, probably most of them
not  very  spiritual  at  all  -  healing,  curiosity,  witnessing  a  miracle,  maybe  even  to  heckle.
"They've made it here.  Don't send them any of them away," said Jesus. 
And see how this story of God's generosity unfolds. It would have been a stretch to feed 5
with this small picnic, let alone 500 or 5000.  It makes us ask all kinds of questions.
One less useful question is 'Did this really happen exactly as it's written?'  If our faith only
depends on things that happened then, it's just history.  We have a living faith.  We have to try
and see God at work now in unexpected places, in ordinary places, through strangers, through
people we love and in my experience at least, very often through people we don't particularly
care for.

A  more useful question to ask is: who do we choose to sit down
with?  Are  we being exclusive  and  controlling  in  who we invite?
Today, of course we have to be careful, as a way of caring for others
as  much as  for  ourselves,  and the thought  of  a  mass  picnic with
untidy strangers  fills  me with  horror!   But  in  our  reading,  this  is
absolutely not the situation.  Everyone was always welcome to come
and hear Jesus. So who would you have invited or not invited to your
big family celebrations before, and how have you managed the 'new
normal'?  Who sits outside with you for socially-distanced coffee?

Are you trying new ways of keeping in touch with people?  We feel very sad for all those
gatherings  and  holidays  cancelled  -  though  some of  our  wedding  couples  are  being  very
resilient and perhaps even relieved to have much smaller gatherings, then they work on other
imaginative ways to include everyone.But the last supper was in one sense very different - it
was a always planned as family meal, exclusively for the closest of Jesus' friends.  It was just
what they needed before the terrible events of that night unfolded.  It gave them something
very solid to and straightforward to remember - and to copy.  The important point is, it didn't
then stay as a private memory, far from it.
We might think we can't do much, particularly now as we are very cautious about going out.
It's true, we can't do much on our own.  But all Jesus asks is that one very small step - offering
a couple of loaves and fish - in a seemingly overwhelming situation.  Of course one step can't
really make much difference can it?  Not even that first lap of the garden for Sir Tom Moore?
Or can it, when we're not on our own?
We can take that step, we can give without fear, because we're not alone.  We'll never run
short, because God always has more.   He gives himself in so many ways, in bread and fish, in
bread and wine, in stayng there and accepting rather than refusing.  We need to look out for
different and imaginative ways to see this in our lives now, and to make it real for each other. 

Liz
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PRAYERS

In peace, let us pray to Jesus our Lord, who ever lives to make intercession for us.

Saviour of the world, be present in all places of suffering, violence and pain, and bring hope
even in the darkest night. Inspire us to continue your work of reconciliation today. 
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer.

Lord of the Church, empower by your Spirit all Christian people, and the work of your Church
in every land.  Give us grace to proclaim the gospel joyfully in word and deed 
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer.

Shepherd  and  Guardian  of  our  souls,  guide  and  enable  all  who  lead  and  serve  our
communities and those on whom we depend for our daily needs.  Grant that we may seek the
peace and welfare of all. 
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer.

Great Physician, stretch out your hand to bring comfort,  wholeness and peace to all  who
suffer in  body,  mind,  or  spirit.  Fill  us  with compassion,  that  we may be channels  of  your
healing love. 
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer.

Conqueror of death, remember for good those whom we love but see no longer. Help us to
live this day in the sure and certain hope of your eternal victory. 
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer.

Let us commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, to the mercy and protection of God.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION

Eternal God, the light of the minds that know you, the joy of the hearts that love you, and the
strength of the wills that serve you:  grant us so to know you that we may truly love you, so to
love you that we may truly serve you, whose service is perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.                                                                                      after Augustine of Hippo (430)

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


