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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN 

NOTICESHEET & SERVICE 

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards   tel: 01874-676146   e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com 
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons   tel: 01874-658298   e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com 

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley   tel: 01874 - 665267   e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com 
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge   tel: 01874 - 658878   e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com 

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475 

Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451 

 

This Sunday 27th September : Trinity 16 

9-30am Online Service over Zoom.   

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.  
The order of service can be found on either webpage (see above)   

10-30am Service at Llangors Church 

  Please let Liz Bramley know by mid-day Saturday if you’d like to come to this  
  service. 

Video Service on Youtube 

Trina’s latest Video is called ‘Celebrating our Villages – Talybont’. 
The link to this is: https://youtu.be/n_jsP-YAO3Q 

Short Service with Readings & Reflection 

This can be found below, or on either parish web-page - we hope you find it  
 useful. 

 
 
 

Next Sunday 4th October : Trinity 17 

9-30am Online Service over Zoom.   

The link to join this will be the same as above 

10-30am Service at Llanfrynach Church 

  Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Sat 3rd October if you’d like to come to this  
  service. 

Video Service on Youtube 

Trina’s next Video Service will be online by Sat 3rd October  

Short Service with Readings & Reflection 

This will be available in next week’s noticesheet. 
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CHURCHES REOPEN FOR WORSHIP : One church for worship in each parish is open for worship 
- Llangors Church in Llyn Safaddan and Llanfrynach Church in the Beacons Benefice.  The 
monthly pattern is: 
 10-30am at Llanfrynach on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month 

 10-30am at Llangors on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the Month 

For the time being these services will take the form of a Service of the Word (i.e not 
Communion) 
Because of the need for social distancing we will be limited in the number of people we can 
accommodate at either church building, so:- 
 

If you want to come to the service on Sunday 27th September at Llangors could you let Liz 
Bramley know by phone (01874-665267) or email her (see above) by mid-day on Saturday 
26th September.  
If you want to come to the service on Sunday 4th October at Llanfrynach could you let Kelvin 
know by phone (01874-676146) or email him (see above) by mid-day on Saturday 3rd October. 
 

It is now a legal requirement that those attending a service wear a face mask (disposable 
masks will be available). 
We are continuing with the current online and noticesheet services – the details of these can 
be found above on this noticesheet. 
It’s important to remember, of course that whether we are physically present for worship or 
not we are all one in Christ our Lord – we remain joined together in one communion in him, 
worshipping and praying together wherever we are. 
 

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK 

Today on BBC 1:  1-15pm Songs of Praise 

Today on Radio 4:  8-10am Sunday Worship with Revd Rachel Mann 

Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration from Knighton 

Today on Radio 3:  3pm Choral Evensong from Portsmouth Cathedral 
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Guildford Cathedral 
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only:  The Daily Service. 
 

SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 27th SEPTEMBER (TRINITY 16) 

TO USE AT HOME 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 

God is Spirit and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.                    
John 4: 24 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you.  No secrets are hidden from you.  Purify us with 
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
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A time of silence for reflection, then: 
 

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to one another and to the Father.  

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division.  

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you intercede for us with your Father.  

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by 
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 
praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
Collect for Trinity 16   O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers of your people 
who call upon you; and grant that they may both perceive and know what things they ought to 
do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. 
 

 

READINGS  
Psalm 25. 1-9 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; O my God, in you I trust : let me not be put to shame; let not 
my enemies triumph over me. 
Let none who look to you be put to shame : but let the treacherous be shamed and 
frustrated. 
Make me to know your ways, O Lord : and teach me your paths. 
Lead me in your truth and teach me : for you are the God of my salvation; for you have I 
hoped all the day long. 
Remember, Lord, your compassion and love : for they are from everlasting. 
Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions : but think on me in your goodness, 
O Lord, according to your steadfast love. 
Gracious and upright is the Lord : therefore shall he teach sinners in the way. 
He will guide the humble in doing right : and teach his way to the lowly. 
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Philippians 2. 1-13   If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, 
any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you 
look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that 
was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to 
the point of death—even death on a cross.  
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.  
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  
 
Matthew 21. 23-32   When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; 
if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the 
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And they argued with one 
another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?” But if 
we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’ So they 
answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things.  
‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in 
the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind and went. The 
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. 
Which of the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell 
you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For 
John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax-
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 
minds and believe him.  
 

REFLECTION 

Sometimes it’s tempting to see the exchanges between Jesus and the religious leaders of his 
day as being almost like theological boxing matches.  In today’s gospel passage, the chief 
priests and elders throw out a cunning challenge, and Jesus sidesteps the attack and lands a 
quick question-dilemma combination that leaves them stunned.  Then while they’re 
staggering, he backs them against the ropes with a parable and pummels them with an insult 
as to their social standing.... 
 

Mind you if that leaves us in the crowd cheering, the chances are that we’ve we’ve missed the 
point just as entirely as the scribes and Pharisees did before us! Because of course, Jesus 
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seldom asks questions, poses parables, or challenges the status quo merely to win arguments 
or to defend himself from accusations. Rather, he does all these things as an extension of the 
rest of his work – namely teaching, healing, and saving. 
 

So, when the chief priests challenge him by asking him, “By what authority are you doing these 
things - who gave you this authority?” and he answers their challenge with a question of his 
own, what Jesus is doing is indeed more than simply deflecting their attack. Rather he’s 
teaching by exposing the assumptions that lie behind their challenge.   
 

And so he asks them whether the baptism of John was from heaven, or whether it was of  
human origin.  The fact is of course, that the priests and elders aren’t happy with either 
option – and that, I suspect is  precisely Jesus’ point - if John’s teaching (or the teaching of 
Jesus or of the priests themselves for that matter) were solely and unambiguously a matter of 
channeling God’s will, well everyone would recognize its divine origin, wouldn’t they? The 
human teacher would be nothing but a mouthpiece for God, but in the process would become 
less human for being so.  But if on the other hand, if John or Jesus or the priests were acting 
only from their own human understanding, then surely their teaching about God would lack 
any special authority. 
 

So then, by leaving his own question unanswered, perhaps what Jesus is really doing here is 
suggesting that doing God’s will requires a human being working in relationship with the 
divine.   If our work is based on an arrogant claim of our own authority, it can’t long remain 
true to God’s will.  But then, neither does God require that we minimize our own humanity in 
order to do God’s work in the world.  The fact is that we are fallible creatures trying to teach 
and heal and love other fallible creatures, and perhaps our humility in teaching, healing, and 
loving is a more essential ingredient than our authority ever could be. 
 

Indeed, this sort of thing works even for Jesus – as Paul reminds us in today’s epistle, he took 
on our human form, he humbled himself and set aside the obvious signs of his divinity and 
divine authority, and instead carried out the slow and hard and uncertain work of teaching and 
healing as a human among humans.  His entire life was an example of a person who lived 
wholly in relationship with his heavenly Father  – the one person who seemed to understand 
completely the role of God’s authority over us as human beings.    
 

So then, perhaps that’s indeed part of the reason why, in today’s Gospel, Jesus refused to 
declare to the chief priests and elders “by what authority he was doing all these things,” – 
namely because they were asking him about the wrong sort of authority - in questioning “by 
what authority” Jesus did his works, and who gave him “this authority” the priests seemed to 
be concerned with a human hierarchy, the granting of licenses and diplomas, so to speak – the 
Importance of social  status -  “Show us your credentials,” they seemed to be asking him.  
But instead, Jesus goes on to tell them a parable that suggests that the only credentials needed 
are the works themselves. 
What we find then, is that the two sons in the parable contrast the saying versus the doing of 
God’s will.  As even those priests and elders could see all too well, that it was the son who 
went and worked who was doing his father’s will.  Despite having been so rebellious and 
arrogant, in the end he changed his mind and went.  In doing so, he demonstrated the only 
authority that mattered – the authority of the one who gave him the assignment.   
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And so it must be with us as well - We can only do God’s own work because it is God who is at 
work in us, enabling us “both to will and to work for his good pleasure.”  God’s authority 
keeps us on track; and our humility in accepting God’s grace keeps us from acting in pride by 
which we might seek our own authority over others in God’s name.   Doing God’s will doesn’t 
require status in the church hierarchy, or authority gained from years of study – all that’s really 
required is that we change our minds and believe, and that we then go and work in the 
vineyard – work as human beings, for God’s good pleasure.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS & CONCLUSION 

In peace, let us pray to Jesus our Lord, who ever lives to make intercession for us. 
 
Saviour of the world, be present in all places of suffering, violence and pain, and bring hope 
even in the darkest night. Inspire us to continue your work of reconciliation today. 
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 
Lord of the Church, empower by your Spirit all Christian people, and the work of your Church in 
every land. Give us grace to proclaim the gospel joyfully in word and deed. 
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 
Shepherd and Guardian of our souls, guide and enable all who lead and serve our communities 
and those on whom we depend for our daily needs. Grant that we may seek the ways of justice 
and peace. 
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 
Great Physician, stretch out your hand to bring comfort, wholeness and peace to all who suffer 
in body, mind, or spirit. Fill us with compassion, that we may be channels of your healing love. 
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 
Conqueror of death, remember for good those whom we love but see no longer.  Help us to 
live this day in the sure and certain hope of your eternal victory. 
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 
Let us commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, to the mercy and protection of God, in 
the words of the prayer Jesus taught us to say:- 

Our Father, who art in Heaven..... 
 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all, evermore. Amen. 


