
BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH OF LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 6th September : Trinity 13
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
The order of service can be found on either webpage (see above)

10-30am Service at Llanfrynach Church
Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday if you’d like to come to this service.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s latest Video Service is ‘Celebrating our Churches - Llanfeugan’.
The Link to this is: https://youtu.be/Z2uwf5Xe-a0
You can also find it via either Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page - we hope you find it
useful.

Thursday 10th September
(Llangors Church is NOT open for Private Prayer this week)

Next Sunday 13th September : Trinity 14
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Service at Llangors Church

Please let Liz Bramley know by mid-day Sat 12th Sept if you’d like to come to this
service.

11-30am Family Church Service over Zoom
If you would like to join this please contact Liz for the link you will need.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s next Video Service will take the form of a meditation on nature

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.
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CHURCHES REOPEN FOR WORSHIP : One church for worship in each parish is open for worship
- Llangors Church in Llyn Safaddan and Llanfrynach Church in the Beacons Benefice. The
monthly pattern is:

10-30am at Llanfrynach on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month
10-30am at Llangors on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the Month

For the time being these services will take the form of a Service of the Word (i.e not
Communion)
Because of the need for social distancing we will be limited in the number of people we can
accommodate at either church building, so:-
If you want to come to the service on Sunday Sept 6th at Llanfrynach could you please let
Kelvin know by phone (01874-676146) or email (see above) by mid-day on Saturday 5th Sept
at the latest.

If you want to come to the service on Sunday 13th Sept at Llangors, or Sunday 20th Sept at
Llanfrynach, could you let Liz Bramley know by phone (01874-665267) or email (see above)
by mid-day on Saturday 12th Sept or Saturday 19th Sept, respectively.

We are advising that those who attend any service to wear face masks (disposable masks will
be available).
We are continuing with the current online and noticesheet services – the details of these can
be found above on this noticesheet.
It’s important to remember, of course that whether we are physically present for worship or
not we are all one in Christ our Lord – we remain joined together in one communion in him,
worshipping and praying together wherever we are.

LLANGORS CHURCH - PRIVATE PRAYER : Please note that Llangors Church will NOT be open for
private prayer on Thursday 10th September. If you are interested in the church being open for
private prayer after this date, please have a word with Trina. Other churches locally which are
open for private prayer include Brecon Cathedral, open 10am to 2pm on weekdays and 3pm
to 5pm at the weekend and St Edmund’s Church, Crickhowell which is open 10-30am to 12-
30pm Mon to Sat and 2-00pm-4-00pm Sundays.

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on BBC 1: 1-00pm Songs of Praise from the Eden Project in Cornwall
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration from Swansea
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from Amargh Cathedral
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Neresheim Abbey, Germany
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.



SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 6th SEPTEMBER (TRINITY 13)
TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION

God is Spirit and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth. John 4: 24

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to one another and to the Father.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you intercede for us with your Father.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect for Trinity 13 Almighty God, who called your Church to bear witness that you were in
Christ reconciling the world to yourself: help us to proclaim the good news of your love, that
all who hear it may be drawn to you; through him who was lifted up on the cross, and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

READINGS
Ezekiel 33. 7-11 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked,
‘O wicked ones, you shall surely die’, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from
their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. But
if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. Now you, mortal, say to the



house of Israel, Thus you have said: ‘Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we
waste away because of them; how then can we live?’ Say to them, As I live, says the Lord God,
I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?

Psalm 119. 33-40
Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes : and I shall keep it to the end.Give me
understanding and I shall keep your law : I shall keep it with my whole heart.Lead me in the
path of your commandments : for therein is my delight.Incline my heart to your testimonies :
and not to unjust gain.Turn away my eyes lest they gaze on vanities : O give me life in your
ways.Confirm to your servant your promise : which stands for all who fear you.Turn away the
reproach which I dread : because your judgements are good.Behold, I long for your
commandments : in your righteousness give me life.

Matthew 18. 15-20 ‘If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the
fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.
But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may
be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a
one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I
tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my
Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.’

REFLECTION
‘If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of
you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.’

It’s an interesting exercise to explore the way in which there’s traced out through the Bible a
gradual development from what can only be described as primitive vengeance and bloodlust,
right at the very beginning of the Old Testament, through to the fullness of Christian
forgiveness in the New Testament.For example, in one of the early Chapters of the Book of
Genesis we come across that exceedingly unsavoury character, Lamech. Lamech spent much of
his time, going about threatening all and sundry – his role in life, his mission statement, so to
speak, was about wreaking unmitigated revenge on anyone who had the misfortune to cross
him. “Sevenfold vengeance is taken for Cain, but Seventy-seven for Lamech”, are the chilling
words we read in Genesis 4: 24. Quite why Lamech turned out like this, we can’t be sure -
perhaps his mother had dropped him on his head when he was a baby – perhaps he’d been
bullied when he was a little boy. Perhaps it was the fact that he had two wives! Whatever the
reason, he certainly wasn’t the sort of person you’d want to get on the wrong side of.

A little later in the Old Testament we encounter Moses, and with him there comes something
of a breakthrough, in that he set the standard of no more than equal vengence for wrongs
done to people – the familiar “an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth”, of the Mosaic Law.
While compared to Lamech, this certainly represented a great improvement in civil
relationships, it was still, of course, a far cry from what Jesus would teach. For example, in the



sermon on the mount, he sets out in no uncertain terms his views on forgiving those who have
wronged us:-
“You have learnt how it was said, An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, but I say this to you,
offer the wicked man no resistance …..love your enemies….and pray for those who persecute
you”

I mention all this, because in today’s gospel, what we find is Jesus actually suggesting a very
practical way of trying to deal with someone who’s wronged you – a practical way of seeking
repentance and forgiveness between wrongdoer and wronged:-

‘If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of
you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.’

And then he goes on to suggest that if that doesn’t work, you need to involve a few others in
trying to sort out the matter – and if that too fails, he suggests bringing it all before the whole
community, and if, in turn that doesn’t have the desired effect, then, and only then, he
suggests, is the offending person to be treated “as a pagan or a tax-collector”

Now on the face of it this might imply that Jesus was suggesting that there are occasions when
some people might just be beyond the pale – times when forgiveness of those who seem to be
incapable of expressing regret for their actions, might not be appropriate. But I wonder about
that. Perhaps there’s almost a play on words going on here. After all, remember who wrote
this Gospel – Matthew – who of course had himself been a tax-collector, yet who had been
forgiven, and received into the fellowship of the disciples. He had been redeemed, despite all
that he had done. Perhaps, then, the suggestion to treat someone who has continued to
offend as a tax-collector or an outsider, might really be an invitation to treat someone as Jesus
had treated Matthew – namely as someone who is welcomed with open arms, come what may.

Indeed, as if to emphasis this, almost immediately after this passage in Matthew’s Gospel,
there come that dialogue between Peter and Jesus, where Peter asks Jesus how many times
should he forgive his brother – ‘seven times’? – to which Jesus of course replies, ‘not seven
times, but seventy times seven’ – in other words, without limit. With Jesus then, the wheel of
practice concerning forgiveness really turns full circle, from the harsh vengeance of Lamech –
primitive lust for revenge is replaced with divine compassion; a divine love which will not be
stopped by any obstacle; will not be poisoned by any infection of hatred. At the very heart of
Christian Faith, then, there needs to be this desire to forgive, come what may. There needs to
be the capacity to keep on loving even in the face of endless hurt or endless wrong.

But why? Why bother to be caught up in this often messy, painful and difficult business of
forgiving those who have wronged us. Why does Jesus, in so many places in the Gospels,
insist on this for his followers? The answer is really simple – we must forgive much, because
God has forgiven us so much more. As St Paul puts it in his letter to the Colosians:-

‘Since God loves you, you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and humility,
gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel
begins…(for)… the Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same’ Amen.



PRAYERS & CONCLUSION

Let us by prayer and intercession with thanksgiving make our requests to God.

Gracious God, we pray for peace, justice and reconciliation throughout the world. We pray for
the honouring of human rights, and for the relief of the oppressed. We give thanks for all that
is gracious in the lives of men, women and children.
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer

We pray for the renewal of the Church in faith, love and service. We pray for John our bishop
and for the life of these parishes. We give thanks for the gift of your word, the grace of the
sacraments and the fellowship of your people.
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer

We pray for this local community and for all people in their daily life and work. We pray for the
young and the elderly, for families, and all who are alone. We give thanks for human skill and
creativity and all that reveals your loveliness.
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer

We pray for those who are in need; for the sick, sorrowful and bereaved. We pray for all who
bring comfort, care and healing. We give thanks for human love and friendship and for all that
enriches our daily lives.
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer

Let us commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, to the mercy and protection of God.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


