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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 11th October : Trinity 18
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
The order of service can be found on either webpage (see above)

10-30am Service at Llangors Church
Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday if you’d like to come to this service.

11-30am Family Church Service over Zoom
If you would like to join this please contact Liz for the link you will need.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s latest Video is called ‘Celebrating our Villages - Pencelli’.
The Link to this is: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_g2ifayvZo
You can also find it via either Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page - we hope you find it
useful.

Thursday 15th October
7-00pm Beacons Benefice PCC Meeting (over Zoom).

Next Sunday 18th October : Trinity 19 / St Luke
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Service at Llanfrynach Church

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Sat 17th October if you’d like to come to this
service.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s next Video Service will be online by Sat 17th Sept

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.
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CHURCHES REOPEN FOR WORSHIP : One church for worship in each parish is open for worship
- Llangors Church in Llyn Safaddan and Llanfrynach Church in the Beacons Benefice. The
monthly pattern is:

10-30am at Llanfrynach on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month
10-30am at Llangors on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the Month

For the time being these services are taking the form of a Service of the Word (i.e not
Communion)
Because of the need for social distancing we will be limited in the number of people we can
accommodate at either church building, so:-

If you want to come to the service on Sunday 11th October at Llangors, could you let Kelvin
know by phone (01874-676146) or email (see above) by mid-day on Saturday 10th October.
If you want to come to the service on Sunday 18th October at Llanfrynach, could you let
Kelvin know by phone or email by mid-day on Saturday 17th October.

This is really important, not only so we can assign spaces safely, but also because the Church
in Wales is recommending that a list of people present at a service is made and retained for
21 days should it be needed for Test, Trace and Protect purposes.

We are advising that those who attend any service to wear face masks (disposable masks will
be available).
We are also continuing with the current online and noticesheet services – the details of these
can be found above on this noticesheet.

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on BBC 1: 1-15pm Songs of Praise
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship with the Bishop of Llandaff, from Ewenny
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration from South Wales Baptist College
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong fromWellington Cathedral, NZ
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Canterbury Cathedral
Mon - Fri on Radio 4 LW: 9-45am The Daily Service.

A TIME TO REMEMBER - ALL SOULS : The end of October is that time of year when the church
particularly remembers departed loved ones, and we shall be holding a special service in
Llangors Church at 3-00pm on Friday 30th October. If you would like to attend this service,
could you let Kelvin know in advance by phone or email (so we can assign places safely),
and/or also let him know if you would like to have a loved one remembered at this service.
After the service, the church will remain open for private prayer until 5-00pm.

CONGRATULATIONS : Congratulations to Mervyn and Liz Bramley on celebrating their Golden
Wedding Anniversary this weekend - they were married in Llanhamlach Church on 10th
October 1970.
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Service for Sunday 11th October - Trinity 18
To Use at Home

INTRODUCTION

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Father, you come to meet us when we return to you: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Jesus, you died on the cross for our sins: Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Spirit, you give us life and peace: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect for Trinity 18 Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of faith that,
forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to that which is before, we may run the way of
your commandments and win the crown of everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.

READINGS
Isaiah 25. 1-9 O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have
done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For you have made the city
a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt.
Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. For you have
been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm
and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, the
noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the
song of the ruthless was stilled.



4

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-
matured wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. And he
will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread
over all nations; he will swallow up death for ever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears
from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord
has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he
might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his
salvation.

Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd : therefore can I lack nothing.
He makes me lie down in green pastures : and leads me beside still waters.
He shall refresh my soul : and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for you are with
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me : you have anointed my
head with oil and my cup shall be full.
Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my life : and I will dwell in
the house of the Lord for ever.

Matthew 22. 1-14 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves
to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again
he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to
the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to
his business, while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to
his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the
main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out
into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall
was filled with guests.
‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a
wedding robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?”
And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For
many are called, but few are chosen.’

REFLECTION
The parable of the King’s Son’s Wedding is so outrageous, so shocking, that it really begs to be
taken seriously but perhaps not literally - it begs to be taken as truth but not as historical fact.
Besides, to hear this parable and conclude that God is an angry king who, if he doesn’t get his
way, destroys his own people and burns their cities simply doesn’t fit with the God revealed by
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Jesus Christ throughout the four gospels. If we tell that story as the gospel truth then we’ve
perhaps we’ve got things very wrong.

Having said that, there’s no doubt, this is a parable of judgment, but perhaps it’s not quite the
kind of judgment we think it is. Speaking about the first group of guests the king says, “Those
invited were not worthy.” So, by implication those in the second-invited group are worthy -
but we tend to get nervous and fearful when God begins making judgments in this way. It
leaves us wondering whether we are in the first group or the second group. Are we unworthy
or are we worthy?

Well perhaps our nervousness and fear about God’s judgments arise from the assumption that
God judges us in the same way that we so often judge others. More often than not, our
judgments of others are judgments of exclusion. But what if it’s just the opposite with God?
What if Jesus here is trying to shock us into seeing that the kingdom of heaven is not business
as usual according to our standards? What if God’s judgment on our lives is one of grace,
acceptance, and invitation; a judgment of inclusion rather than of exclusion?

But if that’s true then what really separates or distinguishes the first-invited guests from the
second? The difference certainly isn’t that one group is more deserving than the other. The
first-invited guests are the recipients of the king’s invitation and favour. But so are the second-
invited guests. And so, even, is the man who shows up in the wrong outfit! They are all
invited. They are all favoured. None of them has done anything to earn or deserve an
invitation. It’s just given. And if that’s true for them, then it’s true for us as well.

The difference isn’t that the king likes one group more than the other group - his sole
motivation is to share his banquet. He wants someone, anyone, everyone, to join in his joy and
celebration, and be a part of his kingdom and life. Both groups are given the same opportunity.
And if that’s true for them, then it’s true for us as well.

The difference isn’t that some guests are good and others are bad. There’s no distinction or
judgment made based upon behaviour, beliefs, attitudes, or morals. On the contrary, with the
second round of invitations the king sends his servants into the streets with the instruction to
invite everyone they find. And they do just this - they go out into the streets and gathered all
whom they find, both good and bad. And if that’s true for them, then it’s true for us as well.

Now this is probably not the kind of life most of us live, offer to another, or receive from
another. But the parable is talking about God’s kingdom not ours. So what is the difference?
What is the difference between those who are not worthy and those who are?

Well there’s only one thing that distinguishes the first-invited guests from the second-invited
guests - presence. The second-invited guests show up, but the first-invited guests don’t. The
wedding hall is filled with the second-invited guests but the first-invited guests would not
come. That’s the only difference between the two groups.

In the same way, perhaps the key to our life in God is to just show up, to be present. Of course
that’s a lot easier said than done - to be present is hard work work sometimes - just think how
difficult it is to be present to another person. For example:
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It means establishing the other person as our priority.
It means seeing them for who they are and not who we want them to be or think they should
be.
It means opening ourselves to receive their life into our own.
It means the vulnerability of entrusting and giving our life to the other.
It means really listening to what they say and not just what we hear or want to hear.
It means letting go of our own agendas, distractions, fears, and prejudices.
It means bringing and offering all that we are and all that we have.

The problem is that if we’re not doing that with others then the chances are we’re probably
not doing it with God either. Instead, we too often go our separate way - we’re too busy, too
tired, too distracted. There’s work to be done or money to be made. We make light of other
people’s lives and what is being offered. If we don’t earn it or work for it we assume it has no
value. After all you get what you pay for, don’t you? We’re convinced we have better things to
do and better places to be. That’s what the first-invited group did. But what they didn’t realize,
and what we sometimes don’t realize, is that there is no life outside the banquet, the kingdom.

To show up and be present is to be worthy before God. It’s that simple and it’s that difficult.
We don’t earn or prove our worthiness as a prerequisite to entering the banquet. We show up,
be present, and discover for ourselves the worthiness God has always known about us. And
that’s when our lives really begin to change. Amen

PRAYERS & CONCLUSION
Invited by our God, we gather to make our prayers for the Church and for the world:
Father, whenever things blind us to the truth of your will, clear our vision and speak through
our prejudices, until we are once again open to your changing. May we be, before anything
else, your people, sharing your concerns and desires. As you have called us: Lord we come.

Father, we recognise how powerful the influences are in our world which distract many and
lead away from your truth. We pray for the quiet whisper of your wisdom to be noticed and
acknowledged in many lives; we pray for widespread discipline of the heart, and a new
openness to generosity of spirit. As you have called us: Lord we come.

Father, may our homes and daily schedules by part of the territory of your kingdom, where it is
your will which guides and your love which rules. As you have called us: Lord we come.

Father, our hearts rail against the cruelty and unfairness of suffering and disease - we kneel
alongside all you are in pain and ask for the comfort and healing of your love. For you share
in our sorrow and give us the grace to bear it. As you have called us: Lord we come.

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


