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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 18th October : Trinity 19 / St Luke
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
The order of service can be found on either webpage (see above)

10-30am Service at Llanfrynach Church
Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday if you’d like to come to this service.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s latest Video is called ‘Celebrating our Villages - Llanywern’.
You can find the link to it via either Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
To use at home - this can be found below.

Next Sunday 25th October : Last Sunday after Trinity
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this
10-30am Service at Llangors Church

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Sat 24th October if you’d like to come to this
service.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s next Video Service will be online by Sat 24th Oct

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CHURCHES REOPEN FOR WORSHIP : One church for worship in each parish is open for worship
- Llangors Church in Llyn Safaddan and Llanfrynach Church in the Beacons Benefice. The
monthly pattern is:

10-30am at Llanfrynach on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month
10-30am at Llangors on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the Month

mailto:kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
mailto:alan.jevons@icloud.com
mailto:liz.bramley@icloud.com
mailto:petrinalodge@gmail.com
mailto:petrinalodge@gmail.com
mailto:petrinalodge@gmail.com


2

Because of the need for social distancing we will be limited in the number of people we can
accommodate at either church building, so:-
If you want to come to the service on Sunday 18th October at Llanfrynach, could you let
Kelvin know by phone (01874-676146) or email (see above) by mid-day on Saturday 17th
October.
If you want to come to the service on Sunday 25th October at Llangors, could you let Kelvin
know by phone or email by mid-day on Saturday 24th October.
This is really important, not only so we can assign spaces safely, but also because the Church
in Wales is recommending that a list of people present at a service is made and retained for
21 days should it be needed for Test, Trace and Protect purposes.
Please do not attend public worship if you or a member of your household are displaying
signs of Covid-19 (a new and continuous cough, high temperature, loss of, or change in, your
normal sense of taste or smell).
It’s now a requirement that people wear facemasks at services (disposable masks will be
available).
We are also continuing with the current online and noticesheet services – the details of these
can be found above on this noticesheet.

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on BBC 1: 1-15pm Songs of Praise from Cheddar.
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship - live Eucharist from Croydon Minister.
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration from the City Church, Cardiff.
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong - live from Canterbury Cathedral.
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Croydon Minister
Mon - Fri on Radio 4 LW: 9-45am The Daily Service.

A TIME TO REMEMBER - ALL SOULS : The end of October is that time of year when the church
particularly remembers departed loved ones, and we shall be holding a special service in
Llangors Church at 3-00pm on Friday 30th October. If you would like to attend this service,
could you let Kelvin know in advance by phone or email (so we can assign places safely),
and/or also let him know if you would like to have a loved one remembered at this service.
After the service, the church will remain open for private prayer until 5-00pm.

Service for Sunday 18th October - St Luke / Trinity 19
To Use at Home

INTRODUCTION

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:
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Lord Jesus, you heal the sick: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you forgive sinners: Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you give yourself to heal us and bring us strength: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have
mercy.

May Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver
you from all our sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep us in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect for St Luke: Almighty God, you called Luke the physician, whose praise is in the
gospel, to be an evangelist and physician of the soul: by the grace of the Spirit and through the
wholesome medicine of the gospel, give your Church the same love and power to heal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all honour and glory,
now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS
Isaiah 35. 3-6 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those
who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.’
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame
shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth
in the wilderness, and streams in the desert.

Psalm 147. 1-7
Alleluia. How good it is to make music for our God : how joyful to honour him with praise.
The Lord builds up Jerusalem : and gathers together the outcasts of Israel.
He heals the brokenhearted : and binds up all their wounds.
He counts the number of the stars : and calls them all by their names.
Great is our Lord and mighty in power : his wisdom is beyond all telling.
The Lord lifts up the poor : but casts down the wicked to the ground.
Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving : make music to our God upon the lyre;

Luke 10. 1-9 After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in
pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, ‘The harvest
is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
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labourers into his harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst
of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever house
you enter, first say, “Peace to this house!” And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your
peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house,
eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the labourer deserves to be paid. Do not move
about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat
what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, “The kingdom of God has
come near to you.”

REFLECTION

(Jesus said,) ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’

The early church was born in an atmosphere of expectation – a strong expectation that the
world would soon end and divine judgment be visited upon the earth. That’s certainly a
common theme in the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, as well as in the writings of St Paul,
and perhaps as a result of this Christian piety has sometimes interpreted Jesus’ words about
the Kingdom of God in the light of this idea. As it were, the Kingdom of God has assumed to
be either a place where – with a little luck and a lot of grace – we go to at the moment of our
death, or as what happens when Christ finally does come again “in glory to judge both the
quick and the dead.” Often it’s been seen as some sort of combination of the two.

However, perhaps the reality of what Jesus was saying about the Kingdom may well be more
complex and subtle than this. This is certainly the case with St John’s Gospel, which suggests
that while Jesus did indeed speak of a life after this one is over, he also thought of the
Kingdom in far more immediate terms, as something that is real right now, something which is
tangible and to be experienced in the present, as well as in the life to come. Indeed there are
hints of this kind of thinking in the other gospels as well. For example, in the 17th chapter of
Luke, Jesus tells the Pharisees that the Kingdom of God will not come as they expect it to,
because,

“behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst.”

And again, in our Gospel reading for today, also from Luke, we find Jesus emphasizing the
nearness of the Kingdom of God. So perhaps we really do need to try to look at this passage
from that point of view - of a Kingdom of God that is very much among us now, as well as
somehow still to come.

Perhaps this all sounds a bit too complicated – a bit too much like theological word play, so to
speak. But it is actually important to think about this, because if we can understand just how
Jesus saw the Kingdom coming among us, then it might just lead us into thinking about the
idea of the kind of life that God is calling us to live now.

In this passage then, Jesus sends the 72 disciples out with some curious instructions:

“See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no
sandals; and greet no one on the road.”
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It seems strange indeed – take no food, don’t talk to anyone, but instead, whenever they enter
a town they are to find someone who will take them in, give them not just a meal or money,
but genuine hospitality. And in exchange for this generosity they are to heal the sick and
proclaim the kingdom.

But think, for a moment, about what this means. It means surely, that Jesus charges the 72
not simply to go and preach on street corners, not just to challenge people to repentance and
new life or else they are going to be in trouble. Rather, they are being charged to create real
communities of fellowship and healing. This is the context in which they are to proclaim that
the Kingdom is now very near. In other words, the Kingdom draws near wherever and
whenever the opportunity for true community arises. It comes close as people care enough
about each other to share what they have and so create bonds of fellowship, mutual concern,
and love. Those who respond to that invitation find themselves beginning to experience what
that kingdom is about, while those who reject such an opportunity are by that very action
cutting themselves out of that same kingdom.

Now whatever else we may say about the life of the world to come, if this understanding of
Jesus is correct, then what our Lord was doing here, was proclaiming an immediacy of the
kingdom that to this day demands our attention, just as it did to those 72 disciples back then;
it suggests to us that the kingdom of God is indeed about community, about what happens
when people give themselves for each other. It’s not, at least not in the first instance, a
realm that takes us away from this world, but one that transforms and changes this one. It’s
not just a reward for putting up with this world for a certain length of time – rather it’s a way
to live fully and completely in this world right now.

Let me try and give an example of this working out in practice: I’m sure that we’ve all come
across the odd street corner preacher - people who to their credit are trying to proclaim the
Gospel to the very best of their abilities. But what usually is the result of their efforts?
Often, next to nothing! People hurry by, avoiding eye contact. The only thing that really
occurs with any regularity is that people have their own stereotypes reinforced, and become
more convinced than ever that these are not people to spend any time with. I’m not changed,
they’re not changed, the world’s not changed.

Yet compare that kind of thing with a situation of, say, sitting down with people whose views
on life might be very different from our own, and engaging in an earnest and heartfelt
exchange out of which real understanding can sometimes grow; where a real community of
mutual respect and concern might develop which changes everyone involved, widening our
understanding, making us into more respectful people; leading us to see how the Spirit of God
works in those whose view of the world and of life really is different from what we are used
to. That sort of thing, I suspect is what it really means to experience in some small way, the
Kingdom of God at work, being present in our midst.

In the end, then, this is what I think Jesus is telling us today what the Kingdom is like. That it’s
about people being changed in this life, right here and now, by the experience of people who
are really different, and who bring, just by being who they are an ever wider sense of what
God’s love can be. Whenever that happens, the Kingdom does indeed draw near. Amen.
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PRAYERS & CONCLUSION
Liberating God, you call your church to the service of your Son, in bringing good news to the
poor, health to the sick, and reconciliation to the sinful. Hear our prayers especially on this St
Luke’s Day for all who work as chaplains in the Health Service, that they may support the
stressed, comfort the suffering, and speak up for those whose voices are unheard.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Giver of Wisdom, pour out your gifts on the decision makers of our society, and especially on
the politicians, civil servants and managers of the health service. May they be imaginative in
their thinking, creative in their planning, and compassionate in their administration and care,
nurturing the talents and well-being of staff, and serving the needs of patients.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lover of humanity, you call your people to be their brother’s and sister’s keepers. Hear us as
we pray for our local hospitals, care homes and community services. We give you thanks for all
who serve in them. Help those who can to take responsibility for their own and their
neighbour’s needs, and bless all who harness the good will and help of volunteers.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Good Physician, we thank you for all whom you bless with your gifts of compassion,
knowledge and healing skills, especially the doctors, nurses, therapists, and support staff of
the health service. Be with them in all that they do, that they may be your channels of
healing to those who suffer, in body, mind and spirit, and themselves find strength, support
and encouragement from those they serve.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Compassionate God, we hold before you all those in need of healing, comfort and
encouragement. Calm the anxious mind, bring balm to the depressed spirit, and strengthen
the weakened body, that all who suffer in body mind and spirit, may know your healing
presence surrounding and holding them.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Living God, teach us to know and accept the limitations of our mortality, that we may live
content with the many gifts we have received, and come at last to greet death as the
companion which leads us into your greater life, through him who died for us that we might
live with you.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


