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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 1st November : All Saints Day

9-30am Online Service over Zoom.
Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s latest Video is ‘A Time to Remember - a service for All Souls’
You can also find it via either Parish Web-page (see above)

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page - we hope you find it
useful.

Next Sunday 8th November : Remembrance Sunday

9-30am Online Service over Zoom.
Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s next Video Service, ‘Celebrating our Villages- Llanfihangel’ will be online
by Sat 7th November

11.00am Acts of Remembrance : Cross Oak Memorial, near Talybont
: Llangors Churchyard

Short open-air Remembrance services - see below for details
11.30am Family Church over Zoom

Ask Liz if you would like the link for joining this.
Short Service with Readings & Reflection

This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.
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FIRE BREAK LOCKDOWN: During this lockdown churches must be closed (other than for some
very limited exceptions), and so normal services in church following our recently established
pattern have to be suspended until Sunday 15th at the earliest. Our regular Zoom, Youtube
and Noticesheet services will continue as usual, during the lockdown of course.

There is an exception to the Fire Break rules for Remembrance Sunday 8th November - in that
Remembrance Sunday ceremonies are able to take place outside with social distancing and no
more than 30 people present. Accordingly there will be two short Acts of Remembrance, with
two minutes silence and laying of wreaths:

- at the Cross Oak War Memorial near Talybont, starting in time for 11-00am
- in Llangors Churchyard starting in time for 11-00am.

It’s important to remember, of course that whether we are physically present for worship or
not we are all one in Christ our Lord – we remain joined together in one communion in him,
worshipping and praying together wherever we are. Also remember that the clergy team are
only a phone call away and would be very happy to talk!

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK begining November 1st
Today on BBC 1: 1-15pm Songs of Praise from Dundee
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship from the Corrymeela Community (NI)
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration from Llandudno
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from the chapel of Merton College, Oxford
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Durham Cathedral
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.

A TIME TO REMEMBER - ALL SOULS : The end of October / beginning of November is that time
of year when the church particularly remembers departed loved ones. We were hoping to
hold a special service for this in Llangors Church on Friday 30th October, but of course this
could no longer take place in church because of the Fire Break Lockdown. Instead an online
‘Time to Remember’ service forms the basis of Trina’s Youtube video today, Sunday 1st
November.

HYMN SINGING FESTIVAL : We are planning a Hymn Festival in Llanhamlach for the Sunday
before Advent, November 22nd, as usual but NOT as usual! This will be a YouTube service,
with an audio CD also available, along the lines of Trina’s Youtube services . So what we need
NOW are you favourite hymn choices so we can start the detailed planning. We have all
missed singing hymns, so I’m sure you will have lots of ideas! Please let me know your choice
by no later than November 8th - Liz Bramley (665267).
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SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 1st NOVEMBER (ALL SAINTS)
TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION

You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing. As for the saints who are in the land,
they are the glorious ones in whom is all my delight. Psalm 16 v2 and 3

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:
Lord Jesus, crucified Saviour and living Lord, patient companion and guide:
Lord have mercy.

In the weakness of our faith, the shallowness of our hope, and our lack of love:
Christ have mercy.

When we keep our gifts to ourselves, and endeavour to live without you:
Lord have mercy.

You have made us for yourself: and you hold our souls in life: in all our griefs and troubles you
refresh us.
By the resurrection of your Son you have given us the light of hope and the power of love.
Forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, and raise us to new
life in Christ our Lord. Amen

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect for All Saints: Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and
fellowship in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: grant us grace so to follow your
blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those inexpressible joys you
have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, to whom
with you and the Holy Spirit, be the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen

READINGS
1 John 3. 1-3 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God;
and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know
him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we
do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
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Psalm 34. 1-10
I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad.
Omagnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together.
I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears.
Look to him, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed.
This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord, and was saved from every trouble.
The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them.
O taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are those who take refuge in him.
O fear the Lord, you his holy ones, for those who fear him have no want.
The young lions suffer want and hunger, but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.

Matthew 5. 1-12
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

REFLECTION

How would you describe a saint? Good? Famous? Dead?
Some proper saints had very colourful lives and had done
some pretty awful things, like St Paul.
Do you actually know any saints? I'm not sure there's one
strict definition, at least not in our church tradition, and I'd
argue that you don't actually have to be dead. Perhaps they
are just people who try to walk closely with God and make
an effort to help other people.

In our Gospel reading, there are two important points to
make about blessings, and saints, or how to be one:
First, what we have here in the Beatitudes is definitely NOT a list of qualifications, of what you
have to do, or have done, to be a saint! It's not really even a list of aspirations, rather hopeless
ones, which show us how impossible it would be for us to live up to them on our own - this is
true of course, but not exactly the focus here.
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Second, look at the way they are written out, each with two parts. The second part is NOT a
result or reward from the first. It's not a case of 'If this, then that.' Or 'If you behave well by
doing certain 'good' things, then you'll get your reward, your brownie points, your peace of
mind, go to heaven later on' - with the suspicion of the underlying opposite, if you can't
manage all that, then tough, you won't!
Because the word for blessed here is not the word which asks to be given a blessing you'd like
but don't have yet - not even the kind of blessing we use at the end of a service, so you can go
away feeling a bit better than when you arrived. It's a word which means "an existing state of
happiness or good fortune" more like the kind of "wish you were here" holiday postcard where
you might say "we have been very blessed with the weather." It has a lot to do with
recognising where your blessings actually are, here and now, even in the middle of all the
awful things that are going on around us.

Let's just look at the first three Beatitudes as examples of what I'm trying to say.
Blessed are the poor - in spirit. What is that about? It's more than just practical poverty here.
After all, that can make people desperate - desperate enough to steal or kill, or to cross the
channel in a flimsy boat - or go to work with covid symptoms because there's no money
coming into the family. The point is rather that the poor are not rich or influential. They have
no power of their own. And the poor in spirit know they have no power of their own but
depend on God. They are not the arrogant people who have all the right answers and no need
to listen to anyone else, or God, even.
This is closely linked to the third: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth
Jesus says the people who have the right to inherit the promised land are NOT the arrogant
and powerful, like the Romans then, nor like the ones now with the most powerful bombs or
the biggest network of security police. The mere meek!
And what about Blessed are those that mourn? How can mourning ever be blessed? Losing
loved ones is just so painful, as is losing a job or a pet, or having your house flooded and losing
all your treasured possessions. What seems to be at work here is the really difficult idea that
'suffering is an extraordinary teacher' When you have lost the people or things you depend
on, you might begin, in time, to see new things - including the kindness of friends and
strangers. When you can see these blessings, you are blessed indeed. This is not only about
personal mourning, though. Compassion for others' hardships is also a kind of mourning,
which makes us better able to offer help. And being sadly aware of our own shortcomings can
make us aware of forgiveness in a way which helps us forgive and understand others far better.
In that way no only are we blessed, but we can become a source of blessing to others.

This almost turns the Beatitudes on their heads: when you feel God's comfort most deeply it's
probably because you are mourning something. When you are most aware of having a
glimpse inside God's kingdom, it's because you are not trying to prove anything to him or
anyone else, but have a right relationship with Him. When you have the attitudes Jesus
describes, even if it's only sometimes, you'll find it's because you really are blessed with these
blessings, if you can only stop to see them.
So, are the saints super heroes? Jesus describes people who have very little, and certainly
little power or influence, people in trouble, people who mourn. But they are people blessed
by God - and who are they? Well, don't they look very like us? Liz
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PRAYERS & CONCLUSION
Let us pray.
O God, you sent your Son to bring the good news of your kingdom to all your people. Help us
to listen to your voice with care, and with joy, even when our own news is bad and your news
may not be what we are expecting to hear.

Show us how we might share with the poor, wherever we meet them, and learn from their
particular blessings. Give us compassion for the exploited, the vulnerable and the persecuted,
those who do not see a just division of wealth even in our own country. Let us not be satisfied
too easily in our hunger and thirst for righteousness
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Show us how we might bring your comfort to those who mourn, and listen to their voices.
So many people we know and hear about every day have lost friends they love, and different
kinds of familiar support. Many are facing the loss of their old way of life through ill health and
isolation.... Give us the imagination to share your joy sensitively.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Show us how to stay alongside the meek, even when we are tempted to be impatient or
dismissive. We pray for those with influence on the world stage, in politics, business or the
media, that they might use their power for good. We are aware of national and world events
and we bring to you an item from the recent news that we wish to pray for...
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Let us commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, to the mercy and protection of God.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

O God, the source of all holiness and giver of all good things: may we who have shared in this
worship as strangers and pilgrims here on earth be welcomed with all your saints to the
heavenly feast on the day of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


