
1

The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 15th November : 3rd Sunday of the Kingdom
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Service at Llanfrynach Church

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday 14th November if you’d like to come to
this service.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s latest Video Service is called ‘Celebrating our Villages - Llanfihangel’
The Link to this is : https://youtu.be/fyHYVdBDqAk
You can also find it via either Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page - we hope you find it
useful.

Next Sunday 22nd November : 4rd Sunday of the Kingdom
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Service at Llangors Church

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday 21st November if you’d like to come to
this service.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s next Video will be online by Saturday 21st November

Online Hymn Festival Service
We hope to have this on Youtube by Sunday 22nd Nov.
For those who don’t have internet access DVDs or CDs can be available - please let
Kelvin know if you’d like one.

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.
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SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK begining November 15th November
Today on BBC 1: 1-15pm Songs of Praise.
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship.
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration from Tonteg.
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from Ely Cathedral
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Chichester Cathedral
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.

USPG PARTNERS IN MISSION PROJECT :We’ve recently been sent an update from USPG about
the ‘Protecting Babies from HIV in Tanzania’ Project which we as a Ministry Area are
supporting. Here is a summary of that update:

‘Since the beginning of the Covid-19 outbreak the Church’s Prevention of Mother-to-Child
Transmission (PMTCT) of HIV Programme has experienced a low number of mothers attending
the Mvumi Mother and Child Health Clinic in the Chamwino District. This was due to news
spreading in the surrounding communities that when you attend hospital you would be
vulnerable to contacting Covid-19.
Since then the PMTCT healthcare team have been doing a great job of reassuring women and
their families during outreach visits of the importance of still attending the clinic despite the
virus. Now the number of mothers and other patients attending the clinic at Mvumi Mission
Hospital are returning to normal.
The PMTCT programme is essential as it encourages women to come forward for voluntary
testing and counselling. They can then be supported with ways to prevent the transmission of
HIV to their babies. HIV can be transferred through breastmilk, so mothers are encouraged to
use breastfeeding supplements. Women can also be provided with anti-retroviral drugs to
reduce HIV transmission if needed. Furthermore, the programme also provides training in
PMTCT for nurses and community health workers. Regular training sessions ensure that staff
are well-informed, working in line with up to date HIV care and management.’

You can read more about the Project and other USPG projects throughout the world in the
latest USPG ‘Koinonia’ Magazine which you can download from here:

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/uspg/content/pages/documents/1604397088.pdf

Revd Richard Podger also has more information about the project.

USPG asks that we remember the following in our prayers:
+ Pray for a peaceful general election and President for the Republic of Tanzania.
+ Pray for mothers and children living with HIV to have hope for the future.
+ Pray for the Anglican Church of Tanzania, the Archbishop and his leadership in the province,
and the dioceses of Central Tanganyika and Muvmi Mission hospitals work to have children
free of HIV.
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A SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 15th NOVEMBER
TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:
Lord Jesus, crucified Saviour and living Lord, patient companion and guide:
Lord have mercy.

In the weakness of our faith, the shallowness of our hope, and our lack of love:
Christ have mercy.

When we keep our gifts to ourselves, and endeavour to live without you:
Lord have mercy.

You have made us for yourself: and you hold our souls in life: in all our griefs and troubles you
refresh us.
By the resurrection of your Son you have given us the light of hope and the power of love.
Forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, and raise us to new
life in Christ our Lord. Amen

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect for Kingdom 3: Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works
of the devil and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: grant that we, having
this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that when he shall appear in power and
great glory we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; grant this for the
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be the kingdom, the
power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

READINGS
Psalm 90. 1-8 & 12
Lord, you have been our refuge : from one generation to another.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or the earth and the world were formed :
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
You turn us back to dust and say : ‘Turn back, O children of earth.’
For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday : which passes like a watch in the
night.
You sweep them away like a dream : they fade away suddenly like the grass.
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In the morning it is green and flourishes : in the evening it is dried up and withered.
For we consume away in your displeasure : we are afraid at your wrathful indignation.
You have set our misdeeds before you : and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.
So teach us to number our days : that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11
Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well
that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, "Peace and
safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as labour pains on a pregnant woman, and
they will not escape.
But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. You are
all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. So
then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled. For those
who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. But since we belong to
the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of
salvation as a helmet. For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may
live together with him. Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in
fact you are doing.

Matthew 25: 14-30
Jesus said to his disciples, "The Kingdom of Heaven will be like a man going on a journey, who
called his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of money,
to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went
on his journey. The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to
work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. But the
man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's
money.
"After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The
man who had received the five talents brought the other five. `Master,' he said, `you entrusted
me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.'
"His master replied, `Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'
"The man with the two talents also came. `Master,' he said, `you entrusted me with two
talents; see, I have gained two more.'
"His master replied, `Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'
"Then the man who had received the one talent came. `Master,' he said, `I knew that you are a
hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered
seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs
to you.'
"His master replied, You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not
sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money
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on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with
interest.
" `Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. For everyone who
has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he
has will be taken from him. And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' “

REFLECTION
About 125 years or so ago an Anglican Bishop preached a sermon on today’s Gospel lesson
which he called “The Law of Growth.” In this sermon the good Bishop noted that everywhere
we look we see industrious and hard working people finding their abundance increase, while
those who toil not find what little they have slipping inexorably away. His argument was that
what works in the material world also works in the spiritual world, as good people find greater
and greater goodness, and bad people find more and more badness. Indeed it's true, he
concluded, that “to those who have, more will be given, while to those who have not, what
little they have will be taken away.”

What the good Bishop (who incidentally also wrote the carol ‘O Little town of Bethlehem) was
effectively doing all those years ago was preaching a vindication of what has come to be know
as the ‘Protestant Work Ethic’ - the belief that God, as it were helps those who help
themselves - that God favours those who can be bothered to put the work in, whether that be
material or spiritual work. It's a very persuasive belief, of course, especially those who find
that they are doing very well for themselves thank you very much!

Yet, I suspect, using this Parable of the Talents in the way in which the good bishop did, in
order to vindicate his work ethic ideals, was really pushing things things too far. Because when
we stop and examine the context in which the Parable is written we discover that it's not
really about working hard in order to get rewarded, at all, but is about something which has a
much wider scope altogether. To begin with, note the way in which the parable begins with
these words:

“The Kingdom of Heaven will be like a man going on a journey....."
The Kingdom of Heaven will be like.... As with the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids
which immediately precedes it, this parable is all about what the Kingdom of Heaven is
like. The real challenge in all this, then is to try to imagine what it says about that Kingdom.

And as we try to do that, we also need to note that the master of the house doesn't just tell his
three servants to go out and work hard. In fact he doesn't say anything to them at all. He
simply divides up part of his vast estate among the three and off he goes. The money is a gift
to each of them; all of them start with what belongs to the master. Two use this gift and made
it grow more, while one is afraid and hides it, preferring not to risk anything lest what he has
would be lost. When the master returns each of them stands in front of him willing to give
back the initial gift plus what each has (or hasn’t) earned. But everything belonged to the
master from start to finish.

And it's this relationship of gift giver to gift recipient which is, I believe, the clue to
understanding what this story actually does say about the Kingdom of Heaven. The Kingdom
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of Heaven, Matthew seems to be suggesting, is like what happens when people take the gifts
they have received and use them in the service of the giver of those gifts - the service, that is,
of God. When we are willing to risk not just what we have, but what we are, it's there and
then that we discover something of the Kingdom. But where we are unwilling to take that risk
- where fear paralyzes us and makes us unable to do anything with what we have got, then we
miss out. This story then is not so much about working hard in order to get some reward, as it
is about discovering the Kingdom of God in that willingness to venture out in the Spirit - it's
about using whatever gifts we have, however large or small they may seem to us, in the
service of that which is bigger than we are - in other words, in the service of God. Amen.

PRAYERS & CONCLUSION
As God’s people, let us pray:
Holy God, if we are presuming on your mercy, alert us and shatter our complacency; if we are
doubting your mercy, affirm us in the reality of your forgiveness. May we, as your people,
encourage and warn, but never condemn; acknowledge sin, but never judge.
Lord in your mercy: hear your prayer.

Holy God, raise up prophets to speak your truth, and draw attention to whatever needs
changing in our world, our expectations and assumptions, our management of resources and
finances, our systems of government and our attitudes. May all people come to recognise
your truth.
Lord in your mercy: hear your prayer.

Holy God, fill our homes and places of work with so much love that tensions and barriers melt
away, conflicts are resolved and troubles lightened by being lovingly shared. Open our hearts
to hope again where we had given up.
Lord in your mercy: hear your prayer.

Holy God, may all in misery and despair turn to find you close besides them in their heartache,
not condemning but loving them in their pain. May all who are locked in fear or guilt be set
free, and may those whom long-term illness wearies be strengthened to persevere.
Lord in your mercy: hear your prayer.

Holy God, Lord of the living and the dead, we commend to your mercy all who have died, and
thank you for that eternal healing which frees us from all pain and suffering.
Lord in your mercy: hear your prayer.

Holy God, we thank you for the gifts and talents you have given us. Give us the courage to use
them for the good of all, and in the service of your Kingdom.
Lord in your mercy: hear your prayer.

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


