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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 22nd November : Christ the King
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Alan.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Service at Llangors Church led by Kelvin

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday 21st Nov if you’d like to come to this
service.

Special Hymn Festival Video Service on YouTube
Our latest Video is the traditional Hymn Festival from Llanhamlach Church.
By a technological miracle, we even have our own small choir singing one hymn!
It contains many of your choices. Do watch if you can!
The link to this is https://youtu.be/txkLVQhD0lg
You can also find it via either Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page - we hope you find it
useful.

Next Sunday 29th November : Advent Sunday
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Service at Llangors Church (this is a 5th Sunday of the month)

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Sat 28th November if you’d like to come to this
service.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s next Video Service will be online by Sat 28th November

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.
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CHURCHES REOPEN FOR WORSHIP : One church for worship in each parish is open for worship
- Llangors Church in Llyn Safaddan and Llanfrynach Church in the Beacons Benefice. The
monthly pattern is:

10-30am at Llanfrynach on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month
10-30am at Llangors on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the Month
5th Sundays will alternate.

For the time being these services will take the form of a Service of the Word (ie not Holy
Communion.
Because of the need for social distancing we will be limited in the number of people we can
accommodate at either church building, so:-

If you want to come to Sunday services, you need to
let Kelvin know by phone (01874-676146) or email (see above) by mid-day on the Saturday
before.

It is a legal requirement that those attending a service wear a face mask (disposable masks will
be available).
We are continuing with the current online and noticesheet services – the details of these can
be found above on this noticesheet.
It’s important to remember, of course that whether we are physically present for worship or
not we are all one in Christ our Lord – we remain joined together in one communion in him,
worshipping and praying together wherever we are.

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on BBC 1: 2-15pm Songs of Praise with Kathryn Jenkins
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship from Holy Trinity, Platt, Manchester
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration from Cynon Valley Church
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from Chicheser Cathedral
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Clare College, Cambridge
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.

HOME STUDY GROUP - IN YOUR OWN HOME!
We have been thinking for some time about how to manage a home group in these strange
times, and would like to launch a Zoom Home Study Group. This will start with one meeting in
Advent, on Thursday December 10th at 7pm, and continue monthly after Christmas, into Lent.
Our study will be based around pictures in the Methodist Church Collection of Modern Art,
which are used in this well-established course to spark conversations and questions, and
deepen our understanding. No special knowledge of art is needed - just good reading glasses!
Let Liz or Kelvin know if you are interested to join this.
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SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 22nd NOVEMBER (CHRIST THE KING)
TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION
The Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.
The Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. Ps 29

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

The kingdom is yours, but we often turn away from your just rule.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

The power is yours, bit we often trust inn our wn power and strength
Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy.

The glory is yours, but we often fail to see it
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect for Christ the King: Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of
heaven that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: keep the Church in the unity of the
Spirit and in the bond of peace, and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; grant
this for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be the
kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

READINGS
Psalm 95.1-7a
O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; and be glad in him with psalms
For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands have moulded the dry land.
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O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.

Ezekiel 34. 11-16, 20-24
For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out
my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of
clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of
Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie
down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.
I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God.

I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the
lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals
with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no
longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed
them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be
prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.

Matthew 25. 31-46
‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the
throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep
at his right hand and the goats at the left.
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was
in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we
saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was
it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly
I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did
it to me.”
Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they
also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked
or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you,
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just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’

REFLECTION
From where I'm sitting looking across the river to the Beacons, I can see a large number of
enormous brown cows, many crowded two deep round a feeding rack, others standing close,
waiting for a turn, or nibbling at a line of green and trying to reach beyond the electric fence
which is moved a little further each day. They remind me so much of today's first reading, of
the pushing and jostling animals. I'm sure the farmer prizes the fat ones here!
But let's turn to the other fields, full of sheep, and the other reading, the sheep and the goats.
Can you tell a sheep from a goat, just by looking? Here in Wales, it's not that difficult because
our main breeds do look different. Here are pictures of two rather exotic
breeds, one of each, for you to judge between. (Answers at the end of the reflection!)

A B

In the Middle East, though, both often look similar, and if herds of both were grazing together,
it took some care to sort them out at the end of the day. In any case, our story today is about
a lot more than looks. What would you say are the main differences between the way sheep
and goats behave? Goats are the more independent ones, the ones that will have a go at
anything. One saying is that you sometimes need to protect sheep from the environment,
while with goats, you protect the environment from them. And another is that the shepherd
leads the sheep, but the goatherd is led by the goats.
This takes us a little closer to Jesus' parable which we read today. Imagine his hearers listening
for the first time. Yes, there are distant images of angels and thrones, and nations and people,
but the shepherd, yes, we all know him; this is what he does every day, and of course he will
talk to his animals - how else will they learn to recognise his voice? But suddenly the scene
merges back to the throne room, and the words are very unexpected, a surprise to the
disciples hearing the story and a surprise to the sheep and goats, who are really people,
hearing the King's pronouncement.
Here is the idea again that the sheep are the ones who listen to their shepherd and are willing
to follow where he leads, while the goats are the ones who have the same opportunities but
refuse. Now this is not to say that the sheep just do what they are told unquestioningly and
unthinkingly. It is never as straightforward as that. In fact the 'sheep' in our story aren't really
aware that they are fulfilling a vital role in the King's plan. Looked at in a different way, they
aren't in it for themselves, 'doing good' to gain merit or importance, or to claim their place in
the sheepfold. They are instinctively kind, they seem to go out of their way to find ways of
helping those with nothing, not even the dignity of clothing or freedom. And they are amazed
at their reception; "come, inherit the kingdom." I think we have seen something of that in
people who have worked tirelessly and really imaginatively in the current crisis to bring help to
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others in whatever way they can. Some have even been honoured, like Sir Tom Moore, or Joe
Wickes who received a gold Blue Peter badge on Children in Need for being everyone's
favourite PE teacher - and raising a further massive amount of money.
I used to find this the most frightening of parables, putting into it the idea of trying to earn a
place with the sheep, but always wondering if you had done enough to qualify. Of course
there is a real sense that we can never do 'enough' for God whose love is endless. But that's
not exactly the way it works here, because it's not just about doing things. It's more about
attitude. Yes of course there is judgement, there are decisions made, sometimes life and
death ones, but in fact they are our own decisions. Who do we decide is worth bothering
about? How do we choose to spend our resources and our time? What are our priorities? If
we think back over the Gospels for the past weeks, we have seen the careless bridesmaids and
the cautious servant making bad decisions in different ways. If we choose to think that anyone
is beneath our notice, particularly the least of God's family, we too might be making a really
bad choice.
Of course, we all behave like goats sometimes. But recognising and admitting this is part of
the solution. If we really are sheep at heart we may be ready to talk to our shepherd about
where we have gone wrong, and be able to accept his forgiveness. Amen.

PS Your answer to the picture question has no connection to the way God sees you! Liz
A Sheep B Goat

PRAYERS & CONCLUSION
In trust, let us bring our prayers to Jesus our powerful king and just judge:

Lord of the world, we pray for all in positions of power, locally, nationally and internationally,
that they may serve their people fairly, particularly the least among them.
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer.

Lord of the Church, which you tasked with extending your kingdom, may we extend your
welcome to people everywhere, including the least likely among them. May we support those
suffering in war and destitution, and those in danger beause they serve you.
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer.

Lord of our lives, be in our homes and communities at this time; comfort those in trouble and
show us how we may share the light of your kingdom wherever we are.
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer.

Lord of life and of death, remember for good those whom we love but see no longer. Help us
to live this day in the sure and certain hope of your eternal victory.
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer.

Let us commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, to the mercy and protection of God, in
the words of the prayer Jesus taught us to say:-
Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


