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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 29th November : Advent 1
9-30am Online Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am A Service for Advent at Llangors Church (this is a 5th Sunday of the Month)

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday 28th Nov if you’d like to come to this
service.

Video Service on YouTube
Trina’s latest Video Service is called ‘Christmas is Coming - A Service for Advent’
You can also find it via either Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page - we hope you find it
useful.

Tuesday 1st December
7-30pm Llyn Safaddan PCC Meeting (via Zoom)

Thursday 3rd Decmber
7-00pm Beacons Benefice PCC Meeting (over Zoom).

Next Sunday 6th December : Advent 2
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Service at Llanfrynach Church

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Sat 5th December if you’d like to come to this
service.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s next Video Service will be online by Sat 5th December

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.
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CHURCHES REOPEN FOR WORSHIP : One church for worship in each parish is open for worship
- Llangors Church in Llyn Safaddan and Llanfrynach Church in the Beacons Benefice. The
monthly pattern is:

10-30am at Llanfrynach on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month
10-30am at Llangors on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the Month
5th Sundays will alternate.

For the time being these services will take the form of a Service of the Word (ie not Holy
Communion.
Because of the need for social distancing we will be limited in the number of people we can
accommodate at either church building, so:-

If you want to come to Sunday services, you need to
let Kelvin know by phone (01874-676146) or email (see above) by mid-day on the Saturday
before.

It is a legal requirement that those attending a service wear a face mask (disposable masks will
be available).

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on BBC 1: 10-30am Sunday Worship for Advent Sunday from Brecon Cathedral

12-20pm Songs of Praise
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration for Advent Sunday
Today on Radio 3: 3pm An Advent Carol Service from St John’s College, Cambridge
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Salisbury Cathedral
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.
All services are also available later on the BBC iPlayer or BBC Sounds apps.

HOME STUDY GROUP - IN YOUR OWN HOME!
We have been thinking for some time about how to manage a home group in these strange
times, and would like to launch a Zoom Home Study Group. This will start with one meeting in
Advent, on Thursday December 10th at 7pm, and continue monthly after Christmas, into Lent.
Our study will be based around pictures in the Methodist Church Collection of Modern Art,
which are used in this well-established course to spark conversations and questions, and
deepen our understanding. No special knowledge of art is needed - just good reading glasses!
Let Liz or Kelvin know if you are interested to join this.

AN EVENING PRAYER FOR ADVENT : The Church in Wales Bishops are inviting everyone to join
them in prayer every evening at 6pm from Advent Sunday, 29 November until Christmas Day.
Do use this if you can. Imagine the whole of Wales praying together!

‘Heavenly Father, in the midst of a troubled world, you are light and life. Send us your healing
for those who are ill, your strength for those who are suffering, your compassion for those who
grieve, and your courage for those who work for the healing and service of others. Bless our

nation of Wales with the life-giving spirit of your love, and grant us your mercy, revealed in the
person of Christ your Son. Amen.’
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A SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 29th NOVEMBER (ADVENT 1)
TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION

When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, and will
disclose the purposes of the heart.

As we begin our Advent preparations to welcome the coming of Christ, let us seek the light
that he alone can bring, a light no darkness can overpower. As the days shorten and the
nights draw swiftly in, we pray that we may be alert to his glowing presence and ready to
welcome him when he comes in glory. O Lord, in that light may we see ourselves more clearly
and be ready to confess our sins to you.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Lord, Jesus, you came to gather the nations into your kingdom of peace.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you will come in glory to judge the living and the dead.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

THE SONG OF THE KING’S GLORY (Psalm 24)
The earth is the Lord’s and all that fills it, : the compass of the world and all who dwell therein.
For he has founded it upon the seas : and set it firm upon the rivers of the deep.
‘Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord, : or who can rise up in his holy place?’
‘Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, : who have not lifted up their soul to an idol,
nor sworn an oath to a lie;
‘They shall receive a blessing from the Lord, : a just reward from the God of their salvation.’
Such is the company of those who seek him, : of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob.
Lift up your heads, O gates; be lifted up, you everlasting doors : and the King of glory shall
come in.
‘Who is the King of glory?’ : ‘The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord who is mighty in battle.’
Lift up your heads, O gates; be lifted up, you everlasting doors : and the King of glory shall
come in.
‘Who is this King of glory?’ : ‘The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.’
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Collect for Advent 1 Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to
put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious
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majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is
alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

READINGS
Isaiah 64. 1-9 O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the
mountains would quake at your presence - as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes
water to boil - to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might
tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came
down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. You
meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry,
and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who is
unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our
iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to
take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand
of our iniquity. Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are
all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity
for ever. Now consider, we are all your people.

Mark 13. 24-37 ‘But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the
heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great
power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds,
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until
all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away.
But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work,
and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake - for you do not
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow,
or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I
say to all: Keep awake.’

REFLECTION
In some ways Advent is all about looking in two totally different directions at the same time:-
It’s about looking back - back to the events of 2000 years ago and the birth of Jesus as the
babe at Bethlehem. And it’s also about looking forwards - forward to the time of Jesus coming
again as judge.

Just how we understand the coming again of Jesus can be problematic though. Some people
tend to understand Biblical passages like the one in today’s gospel reading from Mark in a
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literal way, and so they believe that Christ’s coming again and the judgment that accompanies
it will be a once-for-all event in which the power of God is made known in some overwhelming
display that quite literally ends the world. Other people, and I tend to count myself among
them, understand such passages more as metaphors, as images – parables even, and believe
that this judgment is something which is always occurring; that we are ever before Christ –
that he’s always judging, transforming and redeeming us by his love.

Whichever way we tend to think, I suppose the really important thing to consider during
Advent is how we can best prepare ourselves for this coming of God into our lives. But how
we might do that again probably depends on where we actually find ourselves coming from in
the first place.

For example, if, in our thinking and imagination, we see the world as clearly divided between
the good and the bad then our preparation for the presence of God will perhaps take the form
of separation and distance. We’ll find it necessary in our lives to identify the evil out there and
to want to get away from it, leading such lives, and having such beliefs as will keep us apart
from evil – always ready to side with God when the moment comes. As it were, part of our
spiritual journey and development, will be to do with making sure that those of us who are ‘in
the midst of this naughty world’ (to use that wonderful phrase from the Prayer Book) remain
untainted and unsullied by the wickedness of that ‘naughty world’. It’s a view which I can have
much to commend it – certainly there are times in the lives of each of us when we have to
separate ourselves from that which we know is wrong or evil

But, at the same time, there can be a problem with this kind of thinking as well. For if that is
all we do – to search for the evil out there and make it our life’s work to separate ourselves
from it, then strangely enough something bad usually happens to us. There’s a very real
danger that we not only become isolated from the world in which we live, but ultimately that
we become convinced of our own spiritual superiority. If “we” are good, and “they” are bad,
then the inevitable result is that we dehumanize others and begin to decide for God who is in
and who is out. In it’s mildest form it makes people simply boring and argumentative - proud
of their own righteousness, and contemptuous of the apparent lack of faith they see in others.
But in its most extreme form it can be, quite literally lethal, as those who are ‘different’ in
whatever way find themselves condemned for their actions, thoughts or beliefs.

So then, perhaps just as important as noticing the evil that is out there in the world is having
the willingness and faith and humility, to notice it in ourselves as well – being willing to admit
that we can be just as capable of evil as anyone else – having the faith to believe that God’s
justice is also tempered by God’s compassion – being willing to acknowledge that God’s
purpose is not in the end to destroy, but to transform all into the image of the divine.

In the end then, it’s all a matter or balance, as in so many things. Part of the process of
preparing for the coming of Christ in this Advent season is indeed to notice the evil that exists
out there in the world. But an equally important part of preparing for the coming of Christ is
to notice that evil within ourselves as well – to acknowledge our own human frailty, along with
those of everyone else. Doing only the first can make us lethal to others, but doing only the
second will probably make us lethal to ourselves! Doing both in their proper measure will
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enable us to understand something of how God is constantly calling us to administer justice
with compassion, and so enable us to prepare the way of the Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS & CONCLUSION
Holy God, we come to you and ask for your Kingdom to come in us; increase our faith and love
for you, so that we may become the light in the darkness that we are called to be.
O God, keep us awake to you, and alive to your call.

Holy God, the signs of hate, distrust and greed are shown to us clearly every day. May we see
with your eyes the signs of hope and victory; the opportunities for loving service, for
encouragement, reassurance and thanksgiving.
O God, keep us awake to you, and alive to your call.

Holy God, bless all our relationships and increase our love for one another. Give us the
humility to accept guidance and warnings, lovingly given, and the courage to uphold one
another in the faith.
O God, keep us awake to you, and alive to your call.

Holy God, we bring to you in love those who are wearly with pain and weakness, those who
are frail with age and all who are vulnerable; pour your living strength into their lives and
protect them from all that is harmful.
O God, keep us awake to you, and alive to your call.

Holy God, we pray for all who have come to the end of their earthly life, and for those whose
lives feel empty without them. Give comfort to the bereaved, and everlasting peace to all who
rest in your love.
O God, keep us awake to you, and alive to your call.

Holy God, we thank you for your constant love, forgiveness, strength and protection, as we
bring all our prayers together in the words of the prayer Jesus taught us to say:-
Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

May Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon us, may he scatter the darkness from before
our path, and make us ready to meet him when he comes in glory, and may the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all,
evermore. Amen.


