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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 8th November : Remembrance Sunday
9-30am Online Remembrance Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
11.00am Short Acts of Remembrance : Cross Oak Memorial near Talybont

: Llangors Church Yard
See below for details

11.30am Family Church over Zoom
Please contact Liz if you would like the link for joining this.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s latest Video Service is called ‘A Remembrance Sunday Service for Llyn
Safaddan and Beacons Ministry Area’. This includes photos of the War Memorials
in Churches and Churchyards throughout our Ministry Area, shown during the
short reflection and two minutes silence.
You can find it via either Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page - we hope you find it
useful.

Next Sunday 15th November : 3rd Sunday of the Kingdom
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Service at Llanfrynach Church

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday 14th November if you’d like to come to
this service.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s next Video is ‘Celebrating our Villages - Llanfihangel’, will be online by
Saturday 14th November

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.
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FIRE BREAK LOCKDOWN: During this lockdown churches have been closed (other than for
some very limited exceptions), and services in church following our recently established
pattern have been suspended until Sunday 15th November, when that pattern of 10-30am
services alternatively on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month at Llanfrynach and on the 2nd and
4th Sunday of the month at Llangors will recommence. Our regular Zoom, Youtube and
Noticesheet services continue as usual, during the lockdown of course.

An exception to the Fire Break rules for Remembrance Sunday 8th November applies in that
short Acts of Remembrance can take place provided they are held outside with no more than
30 people present and social distancing in place. These will be :
- at the Cross Oak War Memorial near Talybont, starting in time for 11-00am
- in Llangors Churchyard starting in time for 11-00am.

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK begining November 8th November
Today on BBC 1: 10-15am Remembrance Sunday from the Cenotaph in London

1-15pm Songs of Praise for Remembrance Sunday
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship for Remembrance Sunday
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration with the Bishop of Bangor
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from the chapel of New College, Oxford
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Ely Cathedral
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.

HYMN SINGING FESTIVAL : We are planning a Hymn Festival in Llanhamlach for the Sunday
before Advent, November 22nd, as usual but NOT as usual! This will be a YouTube service,
with an audio CD also available, along the lines of Trina’s Youtube services . So what we need
NOW are you favourite hymn choices so we can start the detailed planning. We have all
missed singing hymns, so I’m sure you will have lots of ideas! Please let me know your choice
by no later than this Sunday, November 8th - Liz Bramley (665267).

A SERVICE FOR REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 8th NOVEMBER
TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

We worship Almighty God, whose purposes are good; whose power sustains the world he has
made; who loves us, though we have failed in his service; who gave Jesus Christ for the life of
the world; who by his Holy Spirit leads us in his way.
As we give thanks for his great works, we remember those who have lived and died in his
service and in the service of others; we pray for all who suffer through war and are in need; we
ask for his help and blessing that we may do his will, and that the whole world may
acknowledge him as Lord and King.

A time of silence for reflection, then:
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Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to one another and to the Father
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division.
Christ have mercy: Christ have mercy

Lord Jesus, you intercede for us with your Father.
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

May Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver
you from all our sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep us in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect for Today: Almighty Father, whose will is to restore all things in your beloved Son, the
King of all: govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, and bring the families of the
nations, divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, to be subject to his just and gentle rule;
grant this for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be the
kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

READINGS
Micah 4: 1-7. In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief
among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and peoples will stream to it. Many
nations will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of
the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths."
The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He will judge between
many peoples and will settle disputes for strong nations far and wide. They will beat their
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword
against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. Every man will sit under his own vine and
under his own fig tree, and no one will make them afraid, for the LORD Almighty has spoken.
All the nations may walk in the name of their gods; we will walk in the name of the LORD our
God forever and ever. "In that day," declares the LORD, "I will gather the lame; I will assemble
the exiles and those I have brought to grief. I will make the lame a remnant, those driven away
a strong nation. The LORD will rule over them in Mount Zion from that day and forever.

John 15: 9-17 Jesus said, "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my
love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's
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commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that
your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater
love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do
what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have
made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear
fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my
command: Love each other.

REFLECTION
On memorials, in villages, town and cities throughout the country the names of the men from
those places who gave their lives for their country are recorded, and will be read out this
morning. But why do we remember them? Why, each Remembrance Sunday, do we
remember these long dead men, of whom we mostly know little or nothing.

Perhaps it’s out of gratefulness and thankfulness for what they achieved for us - thankfulness
that all these men, and those they left bereaved, made such sacrifices for us. Or perhaps we
remember them as much to understand our present as to recall the past – as if when looking
at a ploughshare, one remembers the sword it had been. Or perhaps we remember their
names so as to live more gratefully and more reverently in this costly peace; so as to ensure
that we never belittle the price paid for it by letting these dead slip into anonymity or
obscurity. Or perhaps it’s as an apology. A belated apology to these men and their families,
that they should have been sacrificed to the terrible recurring evil of humanity - an apology,
that they were the ones who got caught in the cycles of selfishness and malice which motivate
our world. Perhaps we remember them for a mixture of all these reasons.

But stop and think for a moment about another list of names - ‘Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Boaz
whose mother was Rahab, Obed whose mother was Ruth, Jesse, David, Solomon, Rehoboam,
Abijah, Joram, Uzziah, Ahaz, Hezekiah, Amon, and Josiah the father to Jeconiah.....’ That list of
names you’ll find at the beginning of the New Testament, in the very first chapter of
Matthew’s Gospel. It’s actually part of a much longer list of names, which Matthew seems to
have carefully constructed, remembered and preserved. Why, I wonder, are those names
remembered? After all, it’s a strange mixture. Abraham the faithful, Jacob the cheat. Ruth the
meek. Solomon the wise, Ahaz the murderer. Amon the proud, Josiah the reformer, and so on
- a strange mixture of the good and the bad. And sometimes even the good turn out to be not
so good! Why then are these ambiguous men and women remembered?

An initial answer to that question is easy. It’s because the list is a genealogy – a family tree
which finishes with: 'And Jacob the Father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born
Jesus, who is called Christ.' Jesus the Christ, who emerges in the midst of all this ambiguity.
But why remember that genealogy? Well perhaps it’s because it teaches us to see - and to see
realistically - the repetitive sins and failings of humanity: the sins of the fathers being copied by
the sins of the sons. And also because it teaches us to see realistically the salvation which
emerges in the midst of all that. For in reflecting on that list, and the many & varied stories
which it represents, we learn to know the ways in which people fail, the ways that selfishness
and malice show themselves time and time again. It enables us to see and to name the always
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unoriginal sins of the world in which we find ourselves - things we find in ourselves, and which
we see played out so overwhelmingly in war after war.

Yet learning this list also teaches hope by constantly recounting the emergence of compassion
alongside selfishness and malice: the ever repeated rise of unexpected faithfulness and care.
Wherever swords become ploughshares, wherever lives are laid down for friends - this story of
the strange arrival of God in the very midst of things, as heir and interpreter of a mixed
heritage of sin and salvation - teaches us to name these things, to see them, as the seeds of
God's gracious work growing in difficult soil, bearing fruit.

In other words, this family tree of Jesus teaches us to see the darkness of the world: the
darkness of patterns of sin, of the loss of kingdoms, of wars and exiles - and of crucifixions and
entombments. And it also teaches us to recognise and name the fruit which somehow grows
there: of faithfulness and repentance, sacrifice and reconciliation, rebirth, and even
resurrection.

And when we turn back to the names of those who died in so many wars, perhaps we can see
something of the same things. We can see the terrible repetition of the evil that we inflict on
one another. And we can see the strange signs of God's gracious work, growing as wheat
inseparably tangled with these weeds. We see in these names, of men we do not know,
fighting in often ambiguous wars, commissioned to fight for their country, God's work in the
midst - in the lives of those who gave their lives, and who in doing so became frail, finite, and
fractured reflections of the work of God in Jesus, who is called Christ. That’s surely why we
indeed need to remember them. Amen.

TWOMINUTE SILENCE, PRAYERS & CONCLUSION
Let us remember before God, and commend to his sure keeping those who have died for their
country in war; those whom we knew, and whose memory we treasure; and all who have lived
and died in the service of mankind.

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the years
condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them.
We will remember them.

A two minute silence follows.

Almighty and eternal God, from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted, either by death or
life: hear our prayers and thanksgivings for all whom we remember this day; fulfil in them the
purpose of your love; and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

And now let us pray for all who suffer as a result of conflict, and ask that God may grant us his
peace:

For the service men and women who have died in the violence of war, each one remembered
by and known to God; May God give peace : God give peace.
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For those who love them in death as in life, offering the distress of our grief and the sadness of
our loss; May God give peace : God give peace.

For all members of the armed forces who are in danger this day, remembering family, friends
and all who pray for their safe return; May God give peace : God give peace.

For civilian women, children and men whose lives are disfigured by war or terror, calling to
mind in penitence the anger and hatreds of humanity; May God give peace: God give peace.

For peace-makers and peace-keepers, who seek to keep this world secure and free;
May God give peace : God give peace.

For all who bear the burden and privilege of leadership, political, military and religious; asking
for gifts of wisdom and resolve in the search for reconciliation and peace.
May God give peace : God give peace.

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

O God of truth and justice, we hold before you those whose memory we cherish, and those
whose names we will never know. Help us to lift our eyes above the torment of this broken
world, and grant us the grace to pray for those who wish us harm. As we honour the past, may
we put our faith in your future; for you are the source of life and hope, now and for ever.
Amen.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


