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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 13th December : Advent 3
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Kelvin.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Service at Llangors Church led by Trina

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday 12th December if you’d like to attend.
11.30am Family Church on Zoom

Please contact Liz for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
Video Service on YouTube

Trina’s latest Service is called ‘Celebrating our Villages - Talyllyn, Llangasty,
Pennorth & Scethrog’ . It’s available to view via the Parish web-page.

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page - we hope you find it
useful.

Next Sunday 20th December : Advent 4
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Service at Llanfrynach Church

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Sat 19th December if you’d like to come
to this service.

Video Service on Youtube
Our next online Video Service will be a Ministry Area Carol Service (see below)
This will be online by Sat 19th December

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.
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SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on BBC 1: 11-30am Sunday Worship from Royal Holloway, London

1-15pm Songs of Praise from Norfolk
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship from
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration for Advent 3 from Holyhead
Today on Radio 3: 3-00pm Choral Evensong from Durham Cathedral
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Hereford Cathedral
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.

CHRISTMAS IN THE MINISTRY AREA : Christmas this year, due to the COVID pandemic is
inevitably going to be very different. We are however planning a number of exciting things,
subject to the current restrictions and the need for social distancing:-

Sunday 20th December
9-30am Zoom Service / 10-30am Service at Llanfrynach (booking needed as usual)
The YouTube Video for this Sunday will be a Virtual Carol Service. Following the success of the
Llanhamlach Virtual Hymn Festival we are putting together a Carol Service from across the
Ministry Area featuring favourite carols and readings from a variety of sources all brought
together by the marvels of technology! It should be ready for viewing by next Sat 19th Dec.

Christmas Eve 24th December
From 3pm to 5pm Llangors Church will be open for viewing the Nativity Scenes and Christmas
Trees that will be on display there. This will be followed by a Carol Service, at 6-30pm in
Llangors Church at which we will be listening to Carols and readings. Booking into this service
will be necessary as usual, but the service will also be recorded and later uploaded to Youtube
for all to view and share in.
Throughout Advent and the Christmas period people in Llangors are decorating their windows
with Christmas Themes and these will be photographed and shown at the Carol Service.
At Llanfrynach Churchyard at 7-00pm on Christmas Eve there will be an outdoor Carol Service,
with readings and recorded carols, centered upon the Nativity Scene that will be in the church
porch. As we are limited to a maximum of 30 people booking will be necessary.
Since the beginning of December, each day a household in Llanfrynach has been placing a
Christmas scene in their window, to make a kind of Village Advent Calendar. The Nativity
Scene in Llanfrynach Church poach on 24th December will be the culmination of this idea
throughout December.

Christmas Day 25th December
There will be a Christmas Morning Service at 9-30am in Llanfrynach Church (booking will be
necessary) and also a service over Zoom at 9-30am. The recording from Llangors Church on
Christmas Eve will also be available on Youtube.

Sunday 27th December
9-30am Service over Zoom / 10-30am Service at Llangors (booking necessary)

Finally don’t forget the Advent Posada journey (see below) for the Mary and Joseph figures
around all the churches and chapels and the Ministry Area, which Liz is organising. You can
see the next four stops below, and these will all also be available to see on Facebook.
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SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 13th DECEMBER (ADVENT 3)
TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION
When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, and will
disclose the purposes of the heart.

As we continue our Advent journey to welcome the coming of Christ, let us seek the light that
he alone can bring, a light no darkness can overpower. As the days shorten and the nights
draw swiftly in, we pray that we may be alert to his glowing presence and ready to welcome
him when he comes in glory. O Lord, in that light may we see ourselves more clearly and be
ready to confess our sins to you.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Lord, Jesus, you came to gather the nations into your kingdom of peace.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you come to strengthen us in holiness.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you will come in glory to judge the living and the dead.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

THE SONG OF THE KING’S GLORY (Psalm 24)
The earth is the Lord’s and all that fills it, : the compass of the world and all who dwell therein.
For he has founded it upon the seas : and set it firm upon the rivers of the deep.
‘Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord, : or who can rise up in his holy place?’
‘Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, : who have not lifted up their soul to an idol,
nor sworn an oath to a lie;
‘They shall receive a blessing from the Lord, : a just reward from the God of their salvation.’
Such is the company of those who seek him, : of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob.
Lift up your heads, O gates; be lifted up, you everlasting doors : and the King of glory shall
come in.
‘Who is the King of glory?’ : ‘The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord who is mighty in battle.’
Lift up your heads, O gates; be lifted up, you everlasting doors : and the King of glory shall
come in.
‘Who is this King of glory?’ : ‘The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.’

Collect for Advent 3: O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to
prepare your way before you: grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may
likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the
wisdom of the just, that at your second coming to judge the world we may be found an
acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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READINGS

Isaiah 61: 1-4 & 8-11 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim
the year of the Lord’s favour and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn,
and provide for those who grieve in Zion - to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of
ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of
despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his
splendour. They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will
renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations.
"For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity. In my faithfulness I will reward them
and make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants will be known among the
nations and their offspring among the peoples. All who see them will acknowledge that they
are a people the LORD has blessed."
I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments
of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a
priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the soil makes the sprout come up
and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise
spring up before all nations.

John 1: 6-8 & 19-28 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came
as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He
himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
Now this was John's testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him
who he was. He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, "I am not the Christ."
They asked him, "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?"
He said, "I am not."
"Are you the Prophet?" He answered, "No."
Finally they said, "Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do
you say about yourself?"
John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, "I am the voice of one calling in the desert,
`Make straight the way for the Lord.'
Now some Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, "Why then do you baptize if you are
not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?"
"I baptize with water," John replied, "but among you stands one you do not know. He is the
one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie."
This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

REFLECTION

For the priests and Levites, John the Baptist must have been a disturbing thorn in the flesh.
Here was someone who was shaking things up and upsetting the established order of things,
which they, naturally enough had a high stake in. By his own admission, he was not himself
the Christ, rather he was simply the voice that announced that God was near. But because God
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was near, John the Baptist was calling people to wake up; encouraging them them to be
cleansed from their sins, and prepare themselves to receive the One who was to come – the
One who would finally liberate them from the prisons of their own making - the prisons of self-
deception, fear, self-interest, hate or loathing. But this was something which the priests and
Levites indeed wanted nothing to do with. For they, of all people preferred things to remain
the way they had always been. They didn’t want anything or anybody to upset the status quo,
their sense of privilege, and value, their faith and beliefs. It was inevitable, then that they saw
John as a threat to all that they held dear in their lives.

Mind you like those priests and Levites most people often prefer things to be be like that. We
appreciate predictability, stability and familiarity in our lives. Perhaps in part that’s why so
many of us have found it so difficult coping with the inevitable changes and certainties to our
lives that COVID has brought about at so many different levels. More generally we find
comfort in thinking that we are perhaps independent or self-sufficient, privileged or
knowledgeable, financially secure and so on... and we find it difficult to cope, threatened even
whenever when we are challenged to reassess things in our life, the things that we hold most
dear.

Yes, we even enjoy the words of the Prophet Isaiah in the today’s first lesson – promises of
good news to the poor, binding up the brokenhearted, proclaiming freedom for captives,
releasing prisoners from darkness, proclaiming the year of the Lord’s favour comforting all
who mourn, and the like. But sometimes we’re not so keen on the way in which God might go
about accomplishing such promises. For so often in the prophetic tradition, the implication is
that such things will be fulfilled by God introducing a new order to replace the old – replacing,
our order, our familiar order, our established way of being and doing. And so because we don’t
like to hear such things, then like the priests and Levites in today’s gospel, we cover our ears,
and shut out the that voice of God calling us to leave our own self-created, and self-imposed
prisons. We resist that change, because God is calling us into the unfamiliar; sometimes such
notions even scares us half to death.

But just as John the Baptist issued his call, his challenge to the people so long ago, his words
continue to challenge us today. He calls and invites us to prepare ourselves to abandon our
self-imposed prisons – he entreats us to wake up, to be cleansed from our sins, to prepare
ourselves for the One who will ultimately liberate us - liberate us even from death itself.

Of course, sometimes it’s only when we find ourselves at the edge, when the chips are really
down, when we are alone, when something takes place to disrupt all our carefully laid out
plans, hopes and ideals – a sickness, a death, a redundancy, or whatever it may be, that we
learn to respond to God’s call in this way. Sometimes it’s only when we reach those points of
personal or professional crisis that our life really begins, or, perhaps begins anew. Sometimes
it’s only when we realize that are such dependent, limited frail beings, that we then really
come to know our need for God, and so can begin to respond to his challenge in our lives; only
then we really begin to escape from those prisons of our own making.

And so, on this third Sunday of Advent, that’s the invitation we are given the challenge we
face:- Hear these words of John the Baptist. Recognize your need. Prepare for the one who is
to come; trust God to liberate you, and bring you into his new life. Amen.
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PRAYERS

Watchful at all times, we pray for strength to stand with confidence before our Maker and
Redeemer.

That God may bring in his kingdom with justice and mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

That God may establish among the nations his sceptre of righteousness, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

That we may seek Christ in the Scriptures and recognise him in those we meet day by day, let
us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

That God may bind up the brokenhearted, restore the sick and raise up all who have fallen, let
us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

That the light of God’s coming may dawn on all who live in darkness and the shadow of death,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

That, with all the saints in light, we may shine forth as lights for the world, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

We commend ourselves and all for whom we pray to the mercy and protection of our
heavenly Father:

Silence is kept.

Almighty God, as your blessed Son Jesus Christ first came to seek and to save the lost; so may
he come again to find in us the completion of his redeeming work; for he is now alive and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION

With love and compassion, come, Lord Jesus.

With judgement and mercy, come, Lord Jesus.

In power and glory, come, Lord Jesus.

In wisdom and truth, come, Lord Jesus.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


