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SERVICE FOR CHRISTMAS DAY 25th DECEMBER
TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION

Welcome all wonders in one sight! Eternity shut in a span.
Summer in winter, Day in night, Heaven in earth, and God in
man. Great little one whose all-embracing birth brings earth
to heaven, stoops heaven to earth.

Lord Jesus, Light of Light, you have come among us. Help us
who live by your light to shine as lights in thy world. Glory to
God in the highest!

A time of silence for reflection, then:

You were born for our salvation: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

You came as Saviour to bring wholeness and peace: Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

You come to bring light into the darkness of our lives: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis Deo
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect for Chistmas Day: Almighty God, you have given us your only-begotten Son to take
our nature upon him and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: grant that we, who have
been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your
Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

READINGS

Isaiah 9. 2-7 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness - on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of
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their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping
warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has
been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall
grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He
will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for
evermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Luke 2. 1-20 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her
to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favours!’
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

REFLECTION

Christmas is about two miracles. One is the obvious one we hear about every Christmas - the
miracle of the Incarnation itself – of “the Word became flesh dwelling among us.”

The other miracle of Christmas, which often gets overlooked, is the miracle that Mary could
believe that all this, the Word becoming flesh, could actually happen through her. Yet this too
is a great miracle, because it has great and important implications for all of us – and it’s this
second miracle of Christmas that I want us to reflect upon now.

I suppose it’s easy to suggest that Mary believed all this because, well she had to. Luke talks
about shepherds and angels appearing in fields; Matthew throws in sages guided by a star, to
where the infant king lay. With all that happening, she had to believe, she couldn’t not believe,
you might think! But I’m not so sure it was that simple or easy. For you see in the eyes of the
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world Mary was really among the least likely person to be part of any divine plan. Anti-
Christian writers of the first century all agreed that no ‘god’, no matter how lowly and
insignificant, would ever stoop to being born of a peasant woman. When gods came to earth,
they did it in style. It wasn’t possible that a poor woman, betrothed to a poor man, could ever
attract the attention of any god. It just didn’t happen like that!

Indeed, when we think about it - Joseph going from door to door as his wife goes into labour,
first asking, and then begging for room somewhere, anywhere. Mary beginning to wonder if
she’s going to give birth to the baby in the street. No money, no food, no place to stay, and
now, no time. Is this really what we think of when we imagine the full and complete presence
of God? Yet Mary did, and that’s a miracle surely, a miracle of deep faith.

The reason why it’s a miracle is because often people don’t imagine the full presence of God in
situations like that. They think that the presence of God is indeed only to do with grandeur
and magnificence, with strength and power. That ancient idea that God isn’t present in the
small and the insignificant still lives in the hearts and minds of many. Perhaps it’s easy for us
to imagine that God is present as people gather in grand and dignified liturgy, or as they elect
a bishop, or as we see people grow spiritually in all sorts of ways, for example But sometimes it
can be much harder for me to believe that God is present with me as I sit in my study
wondering what to do next about some difficult problem..

But Mary, she did see God in exactly that kind of moment; she believed God was fully and
completely present to her even as she asked Joseph what they were going to do in their
difficult situation. She knew God was present when the inn keeper took her to the stable. And
in that kind of knowing, in that kind of believing, she really shows the meaning of the
Incarnation itself.

For the Incarnation - the word made flesh and dwelling among us - tells us, as nothing else
could, that God is present to us in all that it is to be human. It shows us that God is present
with us not just some glorious moment of revelation when all is clear and at last complete, but
also in the confusion of life as we live it every day. It shows us that he’s present with us not
just in the spectacular and the grand, but also in the small, the seemingly insignificant
moments that fill most of our lives most of the time. It shows us that he’s present with us not
just when everything goes exactly the way we want it, but also, and perhaps especially, when
things don’t go the way we want. For to say that God is with us in Jesus Christ, born in a
manager, born to poor parents who had no place to stay, is to say that God is with us always
and ever. And to the extent that we believe that, and live our lives in light of that truth, then
we indeed participate in this second great miracle of Christmas – this declaration that no
situation is too insignificant to be graced by God’s presence, no problem unworthy of God’s
love and attention.

The Christmas story might have happened very differently; a room might have come up up the
last moment. An unknown benefactor might have left a handsome sum of money to take care
of any unforeseen needs. Perhaps even a good job might have come available for Joseph, one
that assured them of a stable (no pun intended there!) and prosperous upbringing for the
infant Jesus. But it didn’t work out that way. There was no room, there was no money, there
was no job except whatever Joseph could scrabble together back in Galilee. There was in fact
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just this, the Incarnation of God in the infant Jesus, and the woman who believed, against all
belief, that this could happen through her.
And this Christmas day,and every day, we are like Mary. We are given the same possibility
that she was given - the chance to believe that in all that do, and all that we are, the presence
of God is fully with us. Amen.

PRAYERS

Father, on this day your Son our Saviour was born in human flesh. Renew your Church as the
Body of Christ. Holy God hear our prayer.
On this day there was no room for your Son in the inn. Protect with your love those who have
no home and all who live in poverty. Holy God hear our prayer.

On this day Mary, in the pain of labour, brought your Son to birth. Hold in your hand all who
are in pain or distress. Holy God hear our prayer.

On this day your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness. Bring comfort to all who suffer
in the sadness of our world. Holy God hear our prayer.

On this day the angels sang, ‘Peace to God’s people on earth.’ Strengthen those who work for
peace and justice in all the world. Holy God hear our prayer.

On this day shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy. Give us grace to share the gospel
of Christ’s redemption. Holy God hear our prayer.

On this day strangers found the Holy Family, and saw the baby lying in the manger. Bless our
homes and all whom we love. Holy God hear our prayer.

On this day heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven. Hold in your hand all
those who have passed through death in the hope of your kingdom. Holy God hear our prayer.

On this day Christians the world over celebrate Christ’s birth. Open our hearts that he may be
born in us today. Holy God hear our prayer.

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men,
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the Christ-child be ours this Christmas;
and may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.
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THE ARCHBISHOP’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
‘LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL’

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

At times that challenge us, often leaving us, anxious, uncertain and fearful for the future, hoping for better
things is not an unusual thing to do. In doing this, we sometimes focus on and hold on to glimmers of hope,
finding them both precious and strengthening. We can express this by saying that we see light at the end of
the tunnel.

A few months ago, my phone pinged a reminder that it was 10 years ago that a real-life drama about a very
dark tunnel, which resonated with many families in Wales, unfolded in Chile. Some of you will remember the
desperate plight of 33 men lost underground in a very deep, dark mine. Mining is part of our history in Wales,
so this dramatic event touched many hearts and minds. Those miners were in the deepest darkness that we
might be able to imagine. But thanks to human ingenuity, patience, skill, love and bravery, plans were formed
and carried out that enabled them to be rescued. They emerged from that deep darkness into the light - light
they probably thought they would never see again.

In today’s world, many have direct experience, not of the deep, physical darkness that engulfed those miners,
but of a spiritual and emotional darkness, the personal darkness and anxiety of continuing change and chance.
Obviously, COVID19 is among the primary reasons for this, but there are so many others such as poverty,
hunger, persecution, prejudice and intolerance. All of these, along with many other examples of suffering and
need, are the cause of our brothers and sisters in the world-wide human family being shut in dark places. So,
it’s important and good for us always to remember that, however dark the tunnel may be, there can always be
light somewhere to look for, to hold onto, to grasp hold of and to shine. Human beings, at their best, care
deeply and do lovingly.

The Christian message of Christmas - in fact it’s the Christian message of the whole year, but particularly
sensed at Christmas - is of light breaking into the darkness. The evangelist John, in the wonderful opening
verses of his version of the Gospel, speaks of a light coming into the world, a light that no darkness can
overcome. It’s the light of perfect, Jesus-like, love. And all of us are called to welcome that light, model that
love, and to be agents of both for others through our kindness, our generosity, our compassion, and our care
and ingenuity.

In Wales, we have just been told that we will be going into another lockdown and this will have alarmed lots of
us and, maybe, made us think that the light at the end of the tunnel, that we thought was there, isn’t actually
there at all, or is certainly not shining as brightly as it might. So, all of us need to pull together and look, not to
the gloom, but to the light, and recognise that positive steps are being taken. Through human ingenuity,
human compassion and the very best of human nature, progress is being made. And, although there are ups
and downs and bumps along the way, we will come out of this and, as we wait to do so, the Lord Jesus would
want us to be both thoughtful, patient and careful, and, when we can, to also be active as agents of the light,
the love, the support, the compassion he would show for others.

In 2020, we approach a very different Christmas season, one that is going to be more confined than we had
hoped it might be. Let us try our utmost to be positive, to be patient and, even if we face difficulties that we
never imagined we would face, to exercise a real deep-seated belief that there is light at the end of the tunnel
into which we will emerge.

I thank all for your faithful work in 2020, and I wish you all well. Have a peaceful, hopeful and light-filled
Christmas, despite all that challenges us, and God bless you with renewed hope and vigour for the faith in
2021.

++John


