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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 20th December : Advent 4
9-30am Online Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Service at Llanfrynach Church

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday 19th December if you’d like to attend.
Virtual Carol Service on YouTube

The Virtual Ministry Area Carol Service - compiled from across the Ministry Area!
You can find this on each Parish Web-page. Audio CDs can also be available for those who don’t have
internet access - please let Kelvin know if you want one.

Short Service with Readings & Reflection for using at home
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page - we hope you find it useful.

Thursday 24th December - Christmas Eve
3pm-5pm Viewing of Nativity Scenes & Christmas Trees at Llangors Church

Booking not necessary but social distancing will of course be in place
5pm Outdoor Carol Service in Llanfrynach Churchyard with readings & recorded carols

Centred around the nativity scene in the poach. Booking is necessary as we are limited to a maximum of
30 in the churchyard. Please let Kelvin know by midday Wednesday 23rd Dec if you’d like to attend.

6-30pm Carol Service in Llangors Church with readings & recorded carols.
Booking is necessary - please let Kelvin know by midday Wednesday 23rd Dec if you’d like to attend.
This service will also be recorded and later uploaded to Youtube and available to view on either Parish
website.

7pm Outdoor Carol Service in Llanfrynach Churchyard with readings & recorded carols
Centred around the nativity scene in the poach. Booking is necessary as we are limited to a maximum of
30 in the churchyard. Please let Kelvin know by midday Wednesday 23rd Dec if you’d like to attend.

Friday 25th December - Christmas Day
9-30am Online Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
9-30am Service at Llanfrynach Church

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Thursday 24th December if you’d like to attend.
Short Service with Readings & Reflection for using at home

This will be on the Christmas Noticesheet, and on either parish web-page.

Next Sunday 27th December : Christmas 1
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Service at Llangors Church

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Sat 26th December if you’d like to come to this service.
Short Service with Readings & Reflection for using at home

This will be on next Sunday’s Noticesheet and on either parish web-page.
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Further details and links to all the Christmas services are available on the Parish websites at:
https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475/2020/12/12/services-and-events-this-christmas/
https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451/2020/12/11/services-and-events-for-christmas/

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
BBC 1

Today 11am Sunday Worship from Winchester Cathedral
1-15pm Songs of Praise from St Paul’s Cathedral

Christmas Eve 11-45pm Midnight Mass from Clifton Cathedral
Christmas Day 10am Christmas Eucharist from Birmingham
Next Sunday 9-10am Sunday Worship from Llandaff Cathedral

1-20pm Songs of Praise
BBC 2

Christmas Eve 5-30pm Carols from King’s College, Cambridge
Radio 4

Today 8-10am Sunday Worship from St David’s Cathedral
Christmas Eve 3pm Nine Lessons and Carols from King’s College, Cambridge

11-30pm Midnight Mass from Manchester Cathedral
Christmas Day 9am Christmas Service
Next Sunday 8-10am Sunday Worship with the Archbishop of Canterbury

Radio Wales
Today 7-30am Celebration for Advent 4 with the Dean of St David’s
Christmas Day 8am Celebration with the Archbishop of Wales
Next Sunday 7-30am Celebration from Cardiff

Radio 3
Today 3pm Choral Evensong from Hereford Cathedral
Wednesday 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Royal Holloway Chapel, London
Christmas Eve 7-30pm Handel’s Messiah
Christmas Day1pm 9 Lessons and Carols from King’s College, Cambridge

Radio 4 Long Wave
Monday - Friday 9-45am The Daily Service.

THE ADVENT POSADA JOURNEY of the Mary and Joseph figures around all the churches and chapels and the
Ministry Area continues. You can see the next five stops below, and these are all also be available to see on
Facebook and also on each Parish web-page.

CHURCH GIVING : Due to the Covid pandemic, 2020 has been a very difficult year financially for many
churches. Because of this the Church in Wales is recommending that people might consider using the Gift Aid
Direct scheme if they don’t already do so.
The Gift Aid Direct Scheme allows for regular donations to be made to churches by direct debt and has the
added advantage of simplifying the process of claiming back Gift Aid (as long as you are a tax payer) as this is
then administered centrally by the Church in Wales and paid direct to your nominated church.
If you would be interested in this way of giving to the church, you can find further information on the Church
in Wales website at: https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/gift-direct/
Church treasurers will also have information about the Gift Aid Direct scheme and will be happy to advise you.

It was suggested at a recent Llyn Safaddan PCC meeting that as we approach the Festive Season people might
also like to consider a one off Christmas Gift to their church at this time, perhaps using as a guide the cost of
one extra place at a Christmas Dinner. If you would like to do something along these lines, church treasurers
would be very pleased to receive any donations.

https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475/2020/12/12/services-and-events-this-christmas/
https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451/2020/12/11/services-and-events-for-christmas/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/gift-direct/
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SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 20th DECEMBER - ADVENT 4
TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION

As we approach the conclusion of our Advent journey to welcome the coming of Christ, let us
seek the light that he alone can bring, a light no darkness can overpower. As the days shorten
and the nights draw swiftly in, we pray that we may be alert to his glowing presence and ready
to welcome him when he comes in glory. O Lord, in that light may we see ourselves more
clearly and be ready to confess our sins to you.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Lord, Jesus, you came to gather the nations into your kingdom of peace.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you come to strengthen us in holiness.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you will come in glory to judge the living and the dead.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

Collect for Advent 4: God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the
mother of your Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming as our Saviour, so we may be
ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

READINGS
2 Samuel 7. 1-11 & 16 Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given
him rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am
living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all
that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus
says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since
the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about
in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I
ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my
people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’ Now therefore thus you
shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from
following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever
you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great
name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people
Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more;
and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges
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over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord
declares to you that the Lord will make you a house.
Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be
established for ever.

Magnificat (Luke 1. 47-55)
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord : my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;
Who has looked with favour on his lowly servant : from this day all generations will call me
blessed;
The Almighty has done great things for me : and holy is his name.
God has mercy on those who fear him : from generation to generation.
The Lord has shown strength with his arm : and scattered the proud in their conceit,
Casting down the mighty from their thrones : and lifting up the lowly.
God has filled the hungry with good things : and has sent the rich away empty.
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel : to remember his promise of mercy,
The promise made to our forebears : to Abraham and his children for ever.

Luke 1. 26-38 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord
is with you.’ but she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God.
And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will
be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel
said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And
now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month
for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said,
‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel
departed from her.
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REFLECTION
In today’s Old Testament and Gospel readings we are presented with stories about two very
different people; King David, and Mary, the mother of Jesus. They seem to be worlds apart,
yet in a strange way, their stories actually say much the same thing to us. So let's have a look
at each in turn, beginning with King David.

David, it has to be said, was an ambitious person – in the years leading up to today’s passage,
he'd conquered Jerusalem and made it his capital city; he'd unified the various political
factions in the nation around himself as leader; he’d build himself a fine palace to live in, and
he’d just been crowned king over all Israel.

So now David decides it's time to do something for God. Indeed, he has big plans for God. He
decides that he’s going to build God a house; a temple that's almost, but not quite as big as his
own palace. A temple that will gain as much glory and renown for the King who built it as it
will for the God to whom it’s dedicated. David, then, has a lot of plans, and God had a place in
his plans.

But as we read, it isn’t going to work out quite like that. For God’s response to David's plans
for God, entail God saying no; God saying, through his prophet Nathan, that he just won't be a
part of David's plans. But that instead, David can be a part of God's plans. God tells David,
that he - David - won't build God a house, but instead God will do something for David. God
will create from David a living house, a dynasty, through which salvation will come to all
people.

Then almost 1,000 years later, we find Mary in a similar, if much less prestigious situation.
Here is a young woman from a respectable family who’s about to make a good marriage, and
become the wife of a skilled craftsman. No doubt her hopes and plans include a quiet life,
children, good health, some economic security, a little comfort, and not too much pain. No
doubt, God also has a place in those plans; no doubt she plans to go on keeping the
Commandments, making the appointed sacrifices, following the rules, paying the tithes.

However, as with David’s story, the story of the Annunciation is, among other things, the story
of God saying "No" to all of Mary's plans; God saying that Mary will have very little of what she
hopes for and expects - God saying that, instead of Mary's plans for herself and for God, He
has other plans for Mary, and these plans are very different - that they are so unexpected,
indeed just a bit scandalous; that they will change everything. For through her, the dynasty
begun with David will reach its fruition, and salvation will be offered to all people.

And perhaps the key to Mary's greatness in all this - the central reason why she stands as first
among the saints, and why "from henceforth all generations will indeed call her blessed," is
her ability to listen, to hear the voice of God, and to say, "Let it be to me according to your
word." The key to Mary's greatness is her choosing to walk away from the future that she had
outlined for herself, and instead to enter into that unknown, risky future God offers her. And
that's hard; that's always very hard.

And what about us in all this? Well we no doubt have plans for Christmas, and for our families
and for our lives - even if the current situation has introduced more than a little element of
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uncertainty and potential disapointment to those plans. But as Advent comes to its close,
perhaps we need too need to understand and appreciate that God has plans for us – that he
has plans for me and plans for you. We need to listen, and sometimes to let God say "No",
even to our best made plans for ourselves, and certainly to our best laid plans for God.

Don't misunderstand me here - plans for the future, for our lives and for the direction we hope
our lives will take, are very important. We are created as free and responsible people, and we
are to use that freedom responsibly, wisely, and carefully.

But at the same time, the message of Advent & Christmas is indeed in part about telling us
that God's business quite often is so very different from "business as usual." For the story of
David and the story of Mary, that story of the unexpected, the unknown, and sometimes even
the risky, can, and will, continue in one form or another for each one of us as well.

So, as Christmas draws upon us once again, perhaps the last words that Advent can say to us is
"Be open." For there is no doubt that one of the hardest tasks we face in life is to be open to,
and to accept, what God has in store for us. Yet that task can also be one of the richest we can
undertake, and the most rewarding. Amen.

PRAYERS

Awaiting his coming in glory, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray :
Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION

With love and compassion, come, Lord Jesus.

With judgement and mercy, come, Lord Jesus.

In power and glory, come, Lord Jesus.

In wisdom and truth, come, Lord Jesus.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


