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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 27th December : Christmas 1 / St John
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Kelvin.

The link to join this is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84738958911?pwd=S3VpRFYweXVweDRTNUNsbHZrZ3BVZz09
Meeting ID: 847 3895 8911 Password: 682715
The order of service is attached to the email this newsheet came with.

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page - we hope you find it
useful.

Next Sunday 3rd January : Christmas 2
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Alan

The link to join this is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84738958911?pwd=S3VpRFYweXVweDRTNUNsbHZrZ3BVZz09
Meeting ID: 847 3895 8911 Password: 682715

Video Service on Youtube
Trina’s next Video Service will be online by Saturday 2nd January

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on BBC 1: 9-10am Sunday Worship from Llandaff Cathedral

1-20pm Songs of Praise.
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship with the Archbishop of Canterbury, marking

the 850th Anniversay of the murder of St Thomas Beckett.
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration from Cardiff with Revd Cathy Gale.
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from Royal Holloway Chapel, London.
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Canterbury Cathedral.
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.
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SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 27th DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS 1 / ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST

TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION
Lord Jesus, Light of Light, you have come among us. Help us who live by your light to shine as
lights in thy world. Glory to God in the highest!

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness to stand in your presence as your
children. We have sinned: forgive and heal us.

The Virgin Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. Forgive our disobedience to your
will. We have sinned: forgive and heal us.

Your Son our Saviour was born in poverty in a manger. Forgive our greed and rejection of your
ways. We have sinned: forgive and heal us.

The shepherds left their flocks to go to Bethlehem. Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision.
We have sinned: forgive and heal us.

The wise men followed the star to find Jesus the King. Forgive our reluctance to seek you. We
have sinned: forgive and heal us.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis Deo
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect for Chistmas 1 : Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image and yet
more wonderfully restored us through your Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as he came to share in
our humanity, so we may share the life of his divinity; who is alive and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Collect for St John the Evangelist : Merciful Lord, cast your bright beams of light upon the
Church; that, being enlightened by the teaching of your blessed apostle and evangelist Saint
John, we may so walk in the light of your truth that we may at last attain to the light of
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ your incarnate Son our Lord, whom by the power of the
Spirit you raised to live with you, his God and Father, for ever and ever. Amen.
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READINGS

Isaiah 61.10 - 62.3 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for
he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself
with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in
it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the
nations.
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her
vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall
see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that
the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a
royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Galatians 4. 4-7 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman,
born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son
into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child
then also an heir, through God.

Luke 2. 15-21 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the
child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. After eight days
had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the
angel before he was conceived in the womb.

REFLECTION
Over the Christmas period we celebrate the coming of Jesus and his Incarnation; we think
about of Mary and Joseph; of the baby in the manger, of angels singing and shepherds
hurrying to the stall – the familiar story which we’ve heard so often. But perhaps what we
tend not to do so much is to think of ourselves in relation to all about ourselves in the light of
the Incarnation.

What does this incarnation really mean for us, then? Well the first thing it means is that this
world, this place we inhabit, is actually good enough for God - it means that it is a fit place for
God to be, not just 2000 years ago, but now as well. So often it might seem to us to be
otherwise - sometimes we might think that the world is an very unfit place for God. Wars are
fought; tyrants still rule in many places, much as they did two thousand years ago; pandemics
rage and people are still forced to live in fear and dread. Yet none of this has ever made God
go away, or give up on us; and the Incarnation is really God’s way of saying that he will never
go away or give up on us, but will instead always be with us, always be in our midst, because
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this earth, this place we call home, is where God is.

And there's a reason for that, which the Incarnation of God in Christ affirms. The reason God
is here, among us is because this is the place where the drama of our redemption is played out.
It’s here on this earth, in this place, and not in some supernatural realm above the stars, that
God comes to us and God redeems us. Certainly there have been times when Christians have
wanted to imagine that things are otherwise; times when they’ve wanted to imagine that
salvation is an escape from our humanity, from what it means to be created beings. But
always, the fact of the humanity of Jesus - that God has met us in a human being - brings us
back to the central truth; that salvation is not an escape from what we are; rather that it
represents the fulfilment, the completion, the perfection of what we are. That’s why God
meets us here, in this place, this ordinary life we live, because this is where the drama of
redemption takes place.

And that in turn, says something important about the nature of faith. It means, surely, that
faith is not ultimately about expecting fabulous and supernatural things to happen all at once.
Nor is it necessarily about being over-willing to agree with ideas that other people might have
had a long time ago. Rather it means that faith is simply having the capacity to see God at work
in the life which we are living right now; it’s the realization that God is with us in the lives we
are leading right now, with all it’s problems, confusions, frustrations and fears as well as it’s
joys and satifactions.

Indeed the Christmas story itself really illustrates all this very well. Think about it for a
moment. Yes, part of the story is extraordinary, as angels appear to the shepherds. But what
happens next is that the shepherds go to Bethlehem and they see a cold and dark stall where a
couple are staying with their baby – and that’s it. There’s no mystical light emanating from the
manger in which the baby lays. There are no eastern sages bringing expensive symbolic gifts,
and no star marking tghe place where this couple has found shelter - at least, not yet! There’s
nothing about it that is anything other than an absolutely ordinary example of how poor
people got along in those days. So what do we see in all this? The innkeeper – well he saw a
couple that needed a break and weren’t getting one. But the shepherds, they saw the face of
God – even though both looked at the same thing. And we too are really in the same position.
We can look all around us and just see trees and buildings, happy people and sad people,
powerless people and powerful people, joy and pain and so forth - we can look around us and
just see stuff. Or we can carry the truth of the Incarnation within us and realize that when we
behold this world, we are actually looking at the presence of God; God's presence emerging in
and through our lives; God at work in and through the ordinary and the commonplace –
because this world is indeed good enough for God; is indeed a fit place for God to be.

In the end then, the Christmas story is about the celebration of two things. Two things that can
be distinguished from each other, but not finally separated. It is firstly the celebration of the
Incarnation of God in Christ Jesus, something that happened a long time ago in a place far
away. We must never let go of that celebration. But that Incarnation happened in order that
we might understand the second thing we celebrate at this time, which is that this world is the
place where God comes to us, that it is the very place we meet God, and that we, in our
ordinary lives, are the very people God comes to meet. Thanks be to him. Amen.
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PRAYERS
Let us pray to Jesus our Saviour.

Christ, born in a stable, give courage to all who are homeless. Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer.

Christ, for whom the angels sang, give the song of the kingdom to all who weep. Jesus, Saviour,
hear our prayer.

Christ, worshipped by the shepherds, give peace on earth to all who are oppressed. Jesus,
Saviour, hear our prayer.

Christ, before whom the wise men knelt, give humility and wisdom to all who govern. Jesus,
Saviour, hear our prayer.

Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger, give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest
in you. Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer.

Jesus, Saviour, child of Mary, you know us and love us, you share our lives and hear our
prayer. Glory to you for ever. Amen.

CONCLUSION

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men,
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the Christ-child be ours this Christmas;
and may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.


