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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 6th December : Advent 2
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Liz.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Service at Llanfrynach Church led by Alan

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday 5th Dec if you’d like to attend this
service

Video Service on YouTube
Trina’s latest Service is called ‘Celebrating our Villages - Llanhamlach, Groesffordd
& Lechfaen’. It’s available via the Parish Web-page.

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page - we hope you find it
useful.

Thursday 10th December
4-30pm Study Group over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

Next Sunday 13th December : Advent 3
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Service at Llangors Church

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Sat 12th December if you’d like to come
to this service.

11.30am Family Church on Zoom
Please ask Liz for the link if you would like to come to this service

Video Service on Youtube
This will be online by Sat 12th December

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.
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HOME STUDY GROUP - OVER ZOOM: This starts this Thursday December 10th at 7pm, and
continue monthly after Christmas, into Lent. Our study will be based around pictures in the
Methodist Church Collection of Modern Art, which are used in this well-established course to
spark conversations and questions, and deepen our understanding. No special knowledge of
art is needed - just good reading glasses! The link you need to join the study is above.

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on BBC 1: 1-15pm Songs of Praise, Rev Kate Bottley, Young Chorister final
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship from Welwyn Garden City
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration, Stephen Wigley, Chair of Welsh Methodist Synod
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Durham Cathedral
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.

CHRISTMAS IN THE MINISTRY AREA : Christmas this year, due to the COVID pandemic is
inevitably going to be very different. We are however planning a number of exciting things,
subject to the current restrictions and need for social distancing:-

Sunday 20th December
9-30am Zoom Service / 10-30am Service at Llanfrynach (booking needed as usual)
The YouTube Video for this Sunday will be a Virtual Carol Service. Following the success of the
Llanhamlach Virtual Hymn Festival we are putting together a Carol Service from across the
Ministry Area featuring favourite carols and readings from a variety of sources all brought
together by the marvels of technology! It should be ready for viewing by that Sunday.

Christmas Eve 24th December
From 3pm to 5pm Llangors Church will be open for viewing the Nativity Scenes and Christmas
Trees that will be on display there. This will be followed by a Carol Service, at 6-30pm in
Llangors Church at which we will be listening to Carols and readings. Booking into this service
will be necessary as usual, but the service will also be recorded and later uploaded to Youtube
for all to view and share in.
Throughout Advent and the Christmas period people in Llangors are decorating their windows
with Christmas Themes and these will be photographed and shown at the Carol Service.
At Llanfrynach Churchyard at 7-00pm on Christmas Eve there will be an outdoor Carol Service,
with readings and recorded carols, centered upon the Nativity Scene that will be in the church
porch. As we are limited to a maximum of 30 people booking will be necessary.
Since the beginning of December, each day a household in Llanfrynach has been placing a
Christmas scene in their window, to make a kind of Village Advent Calendar. The Nativity
Scene in Llanfrynach Church poach on 24th December will be the culmination of this idea
throughout December.

Christmas Day 25th December
There will be a Christmas Morning Service at 9-30am in Llanfrynach Church (booking will be
necessary) and also a service over Zoom at 9-30am. The recording from Llangors Church on
Christmas Eve will also be available on Youtube.

Sunday 27th December
9-30am Service over Zoom / 10-30am Service at Llangors (booking necessary)
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Finally don’t forget the Advent Posada journey for the Mary and Joseph figures around all the
churches and chapels and the Ministry Area, which Liz is organising. You can see the first three
stops below, and these will all also be available to see on Facebook.
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SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 6th DECEMBER (ADVENT 2)
TO USE AT HOME

INTRODUCTION
The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not
wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 2 Peter 3: 9

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:
Heavenly father, you call us to repent: soften our proud and stubborn hearts.
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you declared God's forgiveness: teach is to forgive one another.
Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy.
Holy Spirit, you shine your light into our hearts. Show us the way of your righteousness.
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

Collect for Advent 2: Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send
him again to be our judge: give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first
coming that, when he comes again, we may be ready to greet him with joyful love and firm
faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen

READINGS
Isaiah 40. 1-11 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received
from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.
A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth
of the LORD has spoken.’ A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the
flower fades,when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever.
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is
your God!’ See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with
him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the
lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
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Psalm 85. 1, 2, 8-13
1 LORD, you were favourable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
2 You forgave the iniquity of your people; you pardoned all their sin....
8 Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace to his people,
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.

9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down from the sky
12The LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness will go before him, and will make a path for his steps.

Mark 1. 1-8
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight” ’,
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming
after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’

REFLECTION
St Mark is never one to beat about the bush, is he? He gets straight to the point - no
fascinating biographical details like St Luke, just this commanding figure who bursts upon the
scene, striding through the Wilderness, perfectly at home there.
Unexpected? Well, yes in one way, there had been no loud and clear prophesy for several
hundred years - years of political turmoil and rule from a European empire, and for the Jewish
leaders years of compromise, trying to hold a delicate balance, just to be able to keep any
control over their religious life at all. "We are a sovereign nation", you can hear them saying - I
mean, "a special nation in God's eyes". Is this the Messiah, the one they were hoping for and
had almost given up expecting? No, John is very clear that he is not. He is preparing the way,
making the paths straight, so that people can see and understand, so that there are no
obstacles to them finding God's kingdom. The words of the prophets like Isaiah really are
about to be fulfilled.
So what should people do? John's key message is loud and clear - REPENT!
This figure appearing in the wilderness made me think of our own wilderness here - perhaps
the National Park, the routes up to Pen y Fan. Some of you will remember the first walk to
worship we held in 2007, when the (previous) bishop arrived in a helicopter, suddenly
appearing from the sky to lead the service (picture). And there were crowds of people there
expecting him. There usually are up there (picture). Why do people go into the wilderness
now? Why did they then? There are so many reasons, but one is surely to have a break away
from the cares and concerns of daily life and to see a more elemental side of nature where we
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become small and vulnerable, not in charge of everything as we like to think we are in our own
homes.

And repenting is rather like the situation you find yourself in if you get into trouble on the
mountain. You probably won't be rescued unless you stop, and ask for help - or a random
stranger comes past with a mobile phone that works. You have to recognise that you need
help. A lot of incidents on the mountains happen because people aren't as well prepared as
they could be - the weather can change dramatically and unexpectedly, the cloud comes down
and the temperature drops, and they're wearing light shoes or clothes. A bit like the foolish
man who built his house on the sand, you might think. And quite a lot like life at the moment
when so much trouble has suddenly appeared apparently from nowhere. However resilient
you think you are, sometimes you can't just struggle on and you have to make some changes,
accept new priorities and adapt your life. That's repentance - turning round and seeing things
from a different perspective. It can be painful, and it will probably take time, like a mountain
rescue.
Thinking of rescue services, it was good to hear on the news that the Wales Air Ambulance is
launching a 24/7 service, from Cardiff initially. It's interesting that they are a charity,
dependent on people's good heartedness rather than on uncertain government funding. It
sounded like John's message, "one is coming soon who will give you far more than I can, a real
full-time service, offering a better chance of life in all its fullness". And what Jesus is offering
us through the power of the Holy Spirit is much more than an ambulance service..
John's message is as relevant for us today as it was then. Our situation is very uncertain and
has so many unexpected consequences. One is in our shopping habits: the ex-MD of John
Lewis (now Mayor of W Midlands) said of the High Street: "The pandemic has accelerated a
change that was coming, at a rate no-one could have anticipated." It was on the cards but
many chose to ignore the signs. Not everything will carry on as before, and we really need to
consider what we value most, and to have a flexible approach in some areas. Look at our
Christmas planning! I think nearly all families are discussing what is the best thing to do and
what might not be possible at all - some say they're already planning a Christmas barbecue for
the summer!
We need to listen carefully to the messages, to the voices from the wilderness - and we need
to trust them among so many competing voices. One such voice is that of Pope Francis, whose
latest book, a series of interviews, outlines a positive way forward after the pandemic. It is
called 'Let us dream' and shows his vision for a better future, if we are willing to change. We
need to grow our own vision of the new life we can have, and be prepared to share it. So
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many people find themselves in some kind of wilderness at present and would welcome
hearing an encouraging voice. If we have a vision of life as God intends it, perhaps even we
can become that voice of hope for others. Liz

PRAYERS
May it not be long, Lord, before the world we pray for and the world we inhabit
are one.

May it not be long before power of all kinds comes only with accountability, and money and
taxation go hand in hand with justice and peace, with love and mercy.May it not be long.

May it not be long before the sick, the anxious and the grieving know the power and light of
your healing love. May it not be long.

May it not be long before the earth no longer suffers through human selfishness, so that the
valleys can be exalted and the rough places made plain, and the seas and rivers clap their
hands for joy. May it not be long.

May it not be long before we feel ourselves addressed directly by your voice now, as you once
summoned the strangest of people to the greatest of callings. May it not be long.

Raise up for us prophets, Lord, who will give us new sight, who will diminish our greed and
prejudice, who will speak with the urgency of those who have glimpsed your coming.
And if you will not raise up prophets, raise up in us that holy restlessness to see your work
done and your kingdom come, for Jesus' sake. Amen

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION
From where we are to where you need us, Jesus lead us on.
From the familiarity of what we know to the wonder of what you will reveal,
Jesus lead us on.
To transform the fabric of this world until it resembles the shape of your kingdom,
Jesus lead us on.
Because we believe that good things have been prepared for those who love God,
Jesus lead us on.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


