
1

The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 10th January : Epiphany 1 - The Baptism of Christ
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Liz.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
11-30am Family Church over Zoom

Please ask Liz for the link if you’d like to come to this service
Video Service on YouTube

Trina's latest video service is called ‘Celebrating Baptism’
You can view this service on either of the Parish Web-pages

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page

Thursday 14th January
4-30pm Study Group over Zoom looking at Eularia Clarke, ‘Storm over the Lake’

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

Next Sunday 17th January : Epiphany 2
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this
Video Service on Youtube

Trina's next Video Service will be online by Saturday 16th January
Short Service with Readings & Reflectionwill be available in next week’s noticesheet.

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration, Pastor Rob James
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship: Faith and our environment
Today on BBC 1: 12-25pm Songs of Praise from Stirling: the King James Bible
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from Ely Cathedral
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Merton College, Oxford
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.
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Sadly we have three deaths to report this month from our communities and our congregations:
Colin Skyrme from Groesffordd
John Price from Llanfihangel

Gordon Jones from Llanhamlach
We pray for them and for their families at this very difficult time.

SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 10th JANUARY TO USE AT HOME
EPIPHANY 1 - THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST

INTRODUCTION
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare : in his temple all
cry, ‘Glory!’
The Lord sits enthroned above the water flood : the Lord sits enthroned as king for evermore.
The Lord shall give strength to his people : the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.

Ps 29: 8-10
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:
What can we bring to your sufficiency but our poverty?

Forgive us Lord for our unwillingness to share what we have, our time and our love.
What can we bring to your beauty but our wretchedness?

Forgive us Lord for our unwillingness to trust you with our lives.
What can we bring to your wholeness but our woundedness?

Forgive us Lord for our preoccupation with ourselves and our problems.

Made poor, wretched and wounded for us, you forgive us and welcome us wherever we are,
whatever we bring.

So we bring our singing hearts, as gold for celebration,
our glimpses of you in the stillness, as incense in our prayers,
our brokenness, our tears and sorrow, as myrrh in our sacrifice. Amen.

Collect for the Baptism of Jesus
Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, anointing him with
the Holy Spirit: grant that we who are born again by water and the Spirit may rejoice to be
called your children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

READINGS
Isaiah 42: 1-9 The Servant, a Light to the Nations
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whommy soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not
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break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the
coastlands wait for his teaching.
Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out
the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those
who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand
and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison
those who sit in darkness.
I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols.
See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring
forth, I tell you of them.

Mark 1. 4-11 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I
is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.’

REFLECTION
I'm sure, if you've watched any of the government briefings over the past few months you've
had a few questions you would have liked to ask the politicians. Today's occasion, the baptism
of Jesus, is a similar sort of time, when there were all sorts of questions asked, very public and
political ones, and deep personal ones. In the same way, the answers may not be as clear cut
as you would wish, but they leave us with plenty to think about. But my first question is this,
why have we got this story about Jesus' baptism as our reading now? Why jump suddenly
from Jesus the baby, now on his way to Egypt as a refugee in our previous timeline, to Jesus
the grown man just about to start out on his public ministry? I think the key is in the word
'public'. With the arrival of the KIngs, which we celebrated on Wednesday, we have now
entered the time of Epiphany, the time when Jesus is shown to the whole world, and the Kings
(or wise men) who have come from afar to find this real king, represent this wider world.
Jesus' baptism was a key step in this public ministry.
The next question belongs inside the bible story and I'm in good company asking it because it's
what the scribes and pharisees asked: why was John baptising people? I think one answer is
that he was encouraging people to make a personal commitment to turn their lives around.
Baptism with water, like our own efforts at self-improvement, can only go so far. John is very
clear that what he offers is not the whole answer to life's problems, it's just a taster, a first
step, so that when the real answer, the real Messiah, comes, we have a better chance of
recognising him and accepting what he has to offer, which is nothing less than God's Spirit.
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And what did various players in this drama see? John saw people, all kinds of people, who
recognised their lives were not fulfilling, or in a mess, people who desperately needed
reassurance and help to return to God. He certainly didn't put Jesus in this category of 'sinners',
so when Jesus came for baptism, St Matthew tells us that John couldn't understand why and
tried to put him off.
Jesus saw that this public declaration was something that needed to be done, perhaps to show
that he was human, and that he was going to be the kind of leader who led by example, who
was not above accepting the discipline others were accepting. There was never any suggestion
of 'one rule for him and one rule for everyone else'
And God the father saw a great opportunity to confirm Jesus in his ministry, as his son - and so
confirmed that the whole world was beginning to change. Whether this announcement was
heard by John and others around him, or just by Jesus himself, it makes us ask ourselves how
we can hear God's voice now, as we know that God speaks to us in all kinds of ways, directly
and indirectly, through other people and events.
As for the Jewish people, they had been waiting for this moment for so long that many of them
did not see the Messiah when he arrived. They thought they knew exactly what God's Messiah
would be like - probably a military or political strongman - and were sure they were doing
exactly what God required. There were some, though, who had a more open mind and paid
attention to words of prophesy about the Messiah like our startling reading from Isaiah. Look
at it again and you see a very different kind of leader. This Messiah is not a ranting bully but
someone who goes out of his way to encourage weak and broken people to shine and grow
strong. The image of dimly burning wicks must be a very familiar one at this time of year - how
often have you tried to enlarge a tiny flame or pare back a large candle? And this commitment
to justice, to seeing everyone flourish, particularly the downtrodden, requires steady long-
term patience, even when the situation seems hopeless. There is never an easy answer or a
quick fix, however much we might want one. This is an illustration of the way God cares for us,
each one of us, particularly in our moments of hopelessness. We may have brought trouble on
ourselves, or be the victims of injustice, but God is still on our side. He has sent Jesus to live
with us and share his spirit and his love, to transform us so that we can go on to share his love
and continue his fight for justice. I think these little cartoons, to which I have added a final
scene, give us a good insight into the different ways justice can work.

I think this is also a good illustration of our present situation, when often what we can do to
help seems very small, a rather hopeless drop in the ocean, maybe just a quick phone call or
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email to check how someone is. Sometimes keeping away from our friends and family is the
best way to keep them safe, however negative that may feel. But we never stop caring.
You may have heard some of the radio programmes each morning this week on 'fairness' in
various aspects of our lives, underlining just how difficult this is to maintain, when everyone
seems to be competing to get to the top, to land that job, to be first in the vaccine queue. And
there are many people who feel deeply aggrieved at the 'unfairness' of what has happened to
them, students at all stages, hospitality workers, grieving families, to say nothing of some
American voters. But we must not give up our hopes and our efforts: with love and
imagination we can find ways to value and share God's love even in our deeply unfair world.
We don't have to wait for everything to be fixed before love can be effective across barriers, as
these pictures show! Liz

PRAYERS
O God, in your great wisdom you made difficult choices.
You chose to let your child be born in poverty and of doubtful parentage;
Help us, your church, to see you where you are, beyond all wealth and respectability.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

You chose an occupied country with unstable rulers;
We pray for our leaders, for wise decisions, and for all people living under oppression and
persecution.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

You chose the risk of him dying in a dirty stable after a long journey by a pregnant teenager;
We pray for the sick and all who care for them, specially those who have few resources.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

You chose to let him grow up with few possessions, in danger and misunderstood by those
who loved him;
Help us to listen to those around us, to see their needs and to hear their voices.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION
When the song of the angels is stilled
when the star in the sky is gone
when the kings and princes are home
when the shepherds are back with their flocks
the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost, to heal the broken
to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner
to rebuild the nations, to bring peace among the people
to make music in the heart.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


