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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 17th January : Epiphany 2
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Alan.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
Video Service on YouTube

Trina's latest video service is called ‘Celebrating the Three Kings’
It's also available via each Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page

Next Sunday 24th January : Epiphany 3
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Kelvin.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
Video Service on Youtube

Trina's next Video Service will be online by Saturday 23rd January
Short Service with Readings & Reflectionwill be available in next week’s noticesheet.

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration, from University of Wales, Lampeter.
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship from All Saint’s, Leighton Buzzard
Today on BBC 1: 12-25pm Songs of Praise - Faith in Action from East London
Today on Radio 3: 3-00pm Choral Evensong from Merton College, Oxford
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Vespers from the London Oratory
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.
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SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 17th JANUARY - TO USE AT HOME
EPIPHANY 2

INTRODUCTION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Lord Jesus, illuminate the darkness in our hearts: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, open our eyes to your saving love: Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, unstop our ears to hear your living word: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis Deo
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect for Epiphany 2 Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the
poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known
your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

READINGS
1 Samuel 3. 1-10 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the
Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying
down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the
temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he
said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not
call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up
and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie
down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet
been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to
Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the
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boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, Lord,
for your servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said,
‘Speak, for your servant is listening.

Psalm 139. 1-10
O Lord, you have searched me out and known me : you know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
You mark out my journeys and my resting place : and are acquainted with all my ways.
For there is not a word on my tongue : but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
You encompass me behind and before : and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me : so high that I cannot attain it.
Where can I go then from your spirit? : Or where can I flee from your presence?
If I climb up to heaven, you are there : if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.
If I take the wings of the morning : and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
Even there your hand shall lead me : your right hand hold me fast.

John 1. 43-51 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
‘Follow me.’ Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found
Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything
good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael
coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’
Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under
the fig tree before Philip called you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You
are the King of Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under
the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you,
you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of
Man.’

REFLECTION
One of the things I suppose we all do, from time to time, is to make value judgments about
people, places or events. Often, of course, in doing so we end up getting things totally wrong,
just as poor Nathanael does in today’s Gospel reading. When Philip tells him that he’s found
the Messiah in the person of Jesus from Nazareth, Nathanael makes one of these value
judgements and declares that nothing good ever came out of Nazareth, and certainly not the
Messiah.

Mind you perhaps there was some excuse for doing so. From the point of those who lived in
Jerusalem, Galilee had always been regarded as something of a spiritual backwater of no
significance. Certainly there never had been anything in Scripture to suggest that Nazareth
had or ever would have any part to play in the drama of salvation. In short then, everything
did point to the fact that Nazareth simply didn’t matter; a dead-end sort of place that was
never going to produce anything of any importance, yet alone one sent from God to redeem
Israel. So to be fair to Nathanael, then perhaps it’s no wonder then, that he asks that that
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rhetorical, tongue in cheek question of his friend Philip, ‘Nazareth! Can anything good come
from there?’

Yet, as he would soon find out for himself, Nathanael got it spectacularly wrong. Something
good could come from this least likely of places - even the incarnation of God could come from
Nazareth! And as say, sometimes we we too are often wrong in exactly the same sorts of ways
that Nathanael was wrong. Wrong about other people, other places, other events, sometimes
even about other Christians and other Churches. Sometimes, we too assume that something is
just too small, too insignificant, too far outside the known boundaries of what we regard as
right and proper to bring the presence of God to us. Can anything good come from there, can
anything good come from him or her or them, we say. But then, just as happened to
Nathanael, something happens to surprise us, and to pull us up sharply - to show us just how
wrong we are, as God in one way or another moves among us, in the most unsuspected ways.

What’s more, if we can be so wrong in this way about other people, or places or events,
perhaps there are times when we can also be just as wrong about ourselves. How often have
you thought, well yes, I can see the presence of Christ in so-and-so, God at work in the people
you know and respect, but at the same time have found it so difficult to acknowledge the
presence and activity of God in yourself? How often have you felt sceptical about the actual
possibility of anyone seeing any sort of real holiness in you. Somehow, thinking like that
doesn’t sound quite right does it, especially if we’ve been brought up to be modest and
reticent about our own capabilities? So often, when we are confronted with the possibility
that we ourselves could be mediators of the grace of God in some way, we ourselves, the
conveyors of God’s presence, will inevitably say, either silently or out loud, “wait a minute, can
anything good come out of me?”

But strange as it sounds, if we are to take seriously Nathanael question, and the response he
got, the answer must surely be “Yes.” We can indeed at ourselves and think of all kinds of
reasons why God wouldn’t want to use us, why God wouldn’t want to grace us with his
presence. We can examine in great detail our own insignificance and frailty, and think about
all the ways in which we’ve been bad or wrong or whatever. But when all is said and done
there remains this strange insistence from God that even you, even me, we ARE the very
people through whom the Holy Spirit can come and act and have his dwelling

In a way then, perhaps we are all Nazareth. We are all the least likely spot for God to be and
to have his dwelling. For there are always better, greater, more fit places and people for God
to use. Yet somehow that seems not to matter to God, for in one or another, and at one time
or another He will find every one of us just right for the movement of his Spirit. Many times it
will happen without our knowing it, sometimes it will happen seemingly against our very will,
but always it happens, because that’s just the way God works in this world.

Perhaps we can see Nazareth, then, is a kind of image or metaphor for every place and
everyone who seems insignificant and unimportant; it stands for everything that doesn’t seem
quite big enough, or quite important enough, or quite proper or holy enough to attract the
attention of God. Yet the coming of Jesus, from Nazareth must remind us all that no matter
what we think, God always thinks otherwise – he can meet us from anywhere and through
anyone, for all of us are indeed Nazareth. Amen.
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PRAYERS
Let us pray to God who knows us better than we know ourselves, and understands our world.

Lord we are called to be the body of Christ; make us worthy of that calling, fervent in all our
prayer and worship, loving, faithful and honest in our lives, so that the whole Church displays
what God is like. Draw us closer: closer to the heart of God.

We pray for the grace and wisdom to care for this world we have been given as out home; for
perception in the difficult decisions, and commitment to justice and peace.
Draw us closer: closer to the heart of God.

We pray for the people of our communities, whose hopes and struggles, sorrows and fears are
already known to you. May each household be blessed as we pray, and may your love fill each
life. Draw us closer: closer to the heart of God.

We pray for those who do yet know you, and for those whose hearts are poisoned with hate or
weighed down with despair. May your light scatter their darkness and bring them hope and
healing. Draw us closer: closer to the heart of God.

We pray for those who have died to this life and are born into your heaven; comfort those
who miss their physical presence, and bring us all to share in the fullness of your life.
Draw us closer: closer to the heart of God.

We give you thanks for all that points us towards the beauty of your love, and draws us closer
to you, as we say,
Our Father who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION

May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ shine in our hearts and fill our lives with his joy
and peace, and may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.


