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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 24th January : Epiphany 3 - A time to celebrate

9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Kelvin.
Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's latest video service is called ‘Celebrating the Wedding in Cana’
It's available via each Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page

Next Sunday 31st January : Epiphany 4

9-30am Online Service over Zoom.
Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina's next Video Service will be online by Saturday 30th January

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration, Dr Jennie Hurd, Cymru Methodist Synod
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship: Be the light - Holocaust Memorial Day
Today on BBC 2: 1-15pm Songs of Praise celebrates 60 years
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Vespers from the London Oratory
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from St Paul's cathedral
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.
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SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 24th JANUARY TO USE AT HOME
EPIPHANY 3 - A time to celebrate

INTRODUCTION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Psalm 128 Blessed are all those who fears the LORD, who walk in his ways.
You shall eat the fruit of the labour of your hands; you shall be happy; it shall go well with you.
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; your children will be like olive shoots
around your table.
Thus shall the man be blessed who fears the LORD.
The LORD bless you from Zion. May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life.
May you see your children’s children. Peace be upon Israel!

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then, prompted by the words of our psalm:

Sometimes we fear many things, but do not fear or trust you, our Lord;
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Often we expect to see prosperity all the days of our life, and are not concerned with justice
for others; Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy.

Sometimes we forget how to work for peace, in our communities, and in our church;
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Lord, help us to be thankful for all we have, and mindful of others. Amen

Prayer for this week, the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity God in heaven, we thank you for
working through your Son and Holy Spirit to show your love to the world. We thank you for all
your Christian people in many different countries and places who give you praise and glory.
We pray that one day we can all be one, united only by a desire to serve you as best we can.
This we ask in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen

READINGS
Revelation 19. 6-10 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the
sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty thunder-peals, crying out, ‘Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for
the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready; to her it has been
granted to be clothed with fine linen, bright and pure’ - for the fine linen is the righteous deeds
of the saints.
And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper
of the Lamb.’ And he said to me, ‘These are true words of God.’ Then I fell down at his feet to
worship him, but he said to me, ‘You must not do that! I am a fellow-servant with you and
your comrades who hold the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is
the spirit of prophecy.’
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John 2. 1-11 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus
was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave
out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman,
what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the
servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the
Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the
jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some out,
and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had
become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the
water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good
wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept
the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed
his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

REFLECTION
Have you ever had noisy neighbours, who partied all night to the loudest music, spilling out
onto the street, unable or unwilling to hear your protests?
This is the sort of picture we have in our reading from Revelation, the biggest, noisiest party
you can imagine, as loud as anything the natural world can produce. And we are all invited!
You might well feel this is not your scene at all. You don't want to be with people like that.
You'd perhaps much rather stay quietly at home, as we have become used to doing over the
last few months. But before you shut your door, think for a moment about the times when
you have felt really happy to join in a big national event - clapping for the NHS was quite a
noisy one, and thanks to technology we have all been able to sit safely at home and share
sporting events and new year celebrations right around the world, not to mention royal
weddings. Because a wedding is what's described here - the wedding of weddings, the feast at
the end of time. And if there was a quiet place at the edge of the crowd, wouldn't it be good
to actually be there?
Everyone loves going a good wedding - there's so much
going on, the chance to meet friends and family again,
an occasion to dress up, great food, and of course, hope
for the future of the couple. It's been very hard for a lot
of our wedding couples recently as they have to decide
whether to wait for better times, or have a much more
limited celebration. I must say, the two very small
ceremonies I took in September were particularly joyful,
even though they had to be shared with their wider
group in very different ways from usual. Our gospel reading begins with one wedding in
particular, but also has a lot of other things going on. Jesus and his family and friends are
invited. But soon there is trouble - they have not ordered enough wine. Will this go down in
the community's memory as the worst wedding ever? At one level, this might seem to be just
a domestic story, and makes me want to ask straightforward questions: Why did Mary even
think Jesus could be any help here? Had he helped out like this before? Did he have contacts
who could bring in extra wine immediately? Why is he so apparently rude? And then, what
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would they do with the vast quantity of wine that might have been left over? Selfishly drink it
all? Find a way to give it to the poor and those not invited?
But of course, this is not just a story about a wedding. John has a particular reason for writing
it, and we have clue in the very first words: 'On the third day... ' a phrase that in some
languages just means a particular weekday, but here it echoes with resurrection hope. And we
have another clue at the end: 'Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and
revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.' John's Gospel shows Jesus giving many
'signs' of who he really is. They are not given as 'proofs', and we know his disciples
misunderstood Jesus all the time, but that did not stop them from trusting him enough to
follow him. They are signs for us to notice and reflect on, like many signs we see in our daily
lives: the first snowdrops showing that Spring is at last on the way, or the Covid graphs
showing possible improvements in the situation, or even election results in American states
pointing to change. Of course, we don't have to believe everything we see. There could still
be frosts, or various other troubles. But we should at least be alert to new possibilities.
What does John want us to see in this wedding story? An extraordinary feast, where God
provides far more than enough, a foretaste of that great feast, when God's kingdom comes
fully at the end of time. He uses what is there, water set aside for ritual washing, and
transforms it into the best wine. He transforms the situation, saving the occasion from
disaster, because he was asked for help. One interpretation of Jesus' rudeness is that his
family often misunderstand him, and that he knows what he can do now is only provisional:
'My hour has not yet come' is his explanation. Nevertheless, as with so many of his healings,
he is moved by the human need there in front of him, and the opportunity to show God's love.
His hour will only come on the cross, when the bread broken and the wine poured out take on
their full meaning, and then on the third day after this, when his power and glory are revealed

to those who have been looking for the signs.
So my prayer is that we will not shut the door and refuse this
wedding invitation for fear it might not be 'our thing.' Then, that we
will, like any wedding couple (including so many we know who have
celebrated big anniversaries in lockdown) realise that the joyful party
is just the beginning of a new life. May we continue to grow and
learn how to follow in Jesus' footsteps. A former Archbishop of
Canterbury has said, 'It is not too much to say that the main business
of the Christian life is to go through the world turning water into
wine'. Liz

PRAYERS
From before the world began and after the end of eternity, you are God.
Because human knowledge seems endless, because we often use it for our own selfish needs,
and because we do not know what we do not know, we need you, God.
We pray for wise decisions from political leaders here and around the world. We pray for
support for all who are trying to bring peace and healing, in their local situations and
internationally. We pray for all who are working for a fairer division of what we have, whether
vaccines or hot dinners, access to education or enough to live on.
We need you, God.
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Because the world is beautiful and fragile, and we are the caretakers of creation, we need you
God.
We pray for wise decisions from leaders of industry, from farmers and innovators, that we may
be offered ways to live that are not just convenient now but sustainable for our children.
We need you, God.

Because we are free to go against you and live in our own strength, because you came among
us to heal our pain and love us to the end, yet let us put you to death, we need you God.
We pray for our divided churches and for our communities, specially for those we know who
are struggling and suffering, because of illness, because of the weather, because of too much
work or too little. Show us where we can best share your love.
We need you, God.

From before the world began and after the end of eternity, you are God.
Because you, not we, are God, we need you, God.
Give us humility to accept all that you offer us. We thank you God.
We thank you, God.

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION
Maker of all, we are your children, special guests at your feast. We will walk in your light and
live by your spirit. We thank you for all you have given us. We will not offer to you offerings
that cost us nothing. This is your day and we rejoice in it.

Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by name, you are mine.
I love you I honour you, I am with you.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


