
1

The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

Sunday 31st Jan : Epiphany 4 / Presentation in the Temple

9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Liz.
Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's latest video service is called ‘Celebrating the Young Jesus’
It can be found via either parish web-page.

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page

Next Sunday 7th February : 2nd Sunday Before Lent

9-30am Online Service over Zoom.
Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina's next Video Service will be online by Saturday 30th January

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration, with Rev Dr Bob Beamish, Colwyn Bay
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship - the Dean of Belfast, Very Rev Steven Forde
Today on BBC 1: 1-15pm Songs of Praise - Gospel Singer of the Year
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong for St Paul’s Cathedral, London
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Truro Cathedral
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.
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Service for Sunday 31st January to use at Home
Epiphany 4 / Presentation of Christ in the Temple

INTRODUCTION
Forty days ago we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now we reflect on the day on
which he was presented in the Temple, when he was offered to the Father and shown to his
people. In their old age Simeon and Anna recognized him as their Lord. Today we celebrate
both the joy of his coming and his searching judgement, looking back to the day of his birth and
forward to the coming days of his passion.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
A time of silence for reflection, then:

Lord Jesus, illuminate the darkness in our hearts: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, open our eyes to your saving love: Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, unstop our ears to hear your living word: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Nunc Dimittis
A light to lighten the nations and the glory of your people Israel.
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: your word has been fulfilled.
A light to lighten the nations and the glory of your people Israel.
My own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of every people.
A light to lighten the nations and the glory of your people Israel.
A light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people Israel.
A light to lighten the nations and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
A light to lighten the nations and the glory of your people Israel.

Collect for the Presentation : Almighty and everliving God, clothed in majesty, whose beloved
Son was this day presented in the Temple, in substance of our flesh: grant that we may be
presented to you with pure and clean hearts, by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS
Malachi 3. 1-5 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?
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For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they
present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will
be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.
Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers,
against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired
workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien,
and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.

Luke 2. 22-40 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord,
‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young
pigeons.’
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him
in his arms and praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people
Israel.’
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of
many will be revealed - and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’

REFLECTION
Tuesday this week is Feast of the the Presentation or Candlemas. It marks the end of the
Christmas and Epiphany seasons. The story of Candlemas is the one set as today’s Gospel
reading from Luke, where Mary and Joseph take Jesus to the temple to dedicate him to God
according to the religious traditions of the day. As they bring him to the temple they
encounter Simeon who has been promised that he will not die before he sees the Messiah,
who takes him in his arms and praises God with the words of the Nunc Dimittis – Lord, now
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, The feast is traditionally seen as having something of
a a bitter-sweet tone. It’s the pivotal point between Christmas and Easter, as we begin to look
away from the crib and instead, towards the cross - for the Nunc Dimittis, that joyful song of
God’s saving plan for all people ia swiftly followed, of course, by Simeon’s warning that this
child is destined for the falling and rising of many in Israel, and that a sword (of sorrow) will
pierce Mary’s soul also.

Below you see a reproduction of a painting which captures this bitter sweet mood of
Candlemas very well. It was painted by Andrea Mantegna in about 1455 (and copied almost
exactly by Bellini about five years later!). In the foreground you see Mary and Simeon involved
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in an exchange, passing the
Christ child between them.
Behind them stands Joseph,
and in the background, on
either side of the main
characters there are the
smaller figures of a man and
a woman, most likely the
painter himself and his wife!
It’s a fascinating, almost
enigmatic image, depicting
the moment that Jesus is
passed back to Mary. Simeon
has received the Christ child
in his arms, he’s uttered his
prophetic words and now he
hands him back. His words
have been ones of joy and

the realisation of his long-awaited dream of the Messiah, but he’s also spoken of pain, conflict
and death. The Presentation of their Son in the temple, should have been an occasion for
rejoicing for Mary and Joseph, but the old boy has really spoiled the party with his ominous
words. Mary’s expression is reflective but also determined – sorrowful, perhaps just a bit
defiant as she receives back her son into her arms. Joseph simply glares with animosity at
Simeon. It’s almost as if the painter has captured THE moment of realisation for them. They’ve
known from the beginning that this is no ordinary baby, but here Simeon spells it out for them.
He is the One, he will be great, but with that greatness will also come great suffering for him
and those around him.

The most striking figure in this scene is Jesus. Notice the way in which he’s actually perched on
the bottom ledge of the frame. Not only does this give the picture its depth, but it also seems
to project the Christ child out of the frame and into our space. As it were, he’s being received
back by Mary but also held out for us to wonder at. Even more significant is the way in which
the baby is bound tightly in swaddling clothes, perhaps prefiguring the grave clothes his body
will one day be wrapped in after the crucifixion? Indeed, He’s bound so tightly that he seems
to stand erect like a doll– his arms bound in with his body, perhaps anticipating the moment
when he will be arrested, bound and led away to his death? And perhaps the most poignant
aspect of the picture is found in the face of the child. The unnatural rigidity of the body
contrasts with the movement in the face where we see that he’s is crying, while the adults
appear silent.

There’s also an intensity between Mary and Simeon in this painting which is difficult to express.
In the Orthodox Church Simeon is referred to as St Symeon the God-Receiver, the one who
receives Christ into his arms. And here we see him in an exchange with Mary the God-bearer
(Theotokos). Mary has given her son into the arms of one who has waited decades to receive
him and to see in the flesh God’s salvation prepared for all people. But while Simeon may now
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depart in peace, the holy family have both wonderful and terrible events to face. And so Mary
receives back a baby, which though borne from her womb is not hers to keep and protect. She
has borne him into the world but the powers of this world will not receive him, instead they
will lead him bound to Calvary.

Perhaps all this gives us much food for thought, as we reflect on our own vocation to be both
like Mary; to be those who are God bearers - who present Christ to the world, and also, to be
like Simeon - God receivers, those who are alert to the presence of Christ in the people we
meet around us. For life is indeed complex and Christian faith and witness is not always simple
and certainly never one-dimensional, as we try to hold in tension the joy and sorrow of bearing,
presenting, and receiving Christ’s love with one another; yet always, knowing that whatever
joy, sorrow or pain lies ahead, it is Christ who gives us peace, He who keeps his promise of love,
mercy and salvation.

On this Feast of Candlemas, then, may we be dazzled by the light and the beauty of the Word
of God made flesh, and may be know with utter certainty that, despite the sombre darkness
which approaches in Lent, and the seemingly impenetrable blackness of Good Friday, it is the
glorious light of the resurrection at Easter that transforms, upholds and ultimately redeems us.
Amen.

PRAYERS
Let us pray to the Father through Christ who is our light and life.

Father, your Christ is acclaimed as the glory of Israel: look in mercy on your Church, sharing his
light. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Father, your Christ in his temple brings judgement on the world: look in mercy on the nations,
who long for his justice. Lord, have mercy. All Christ, have mercy.

Father, your Christ, who was rich, for our sakes became poor: look in mercy on the needy,
suffering with him. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Father, your Christ is the one in whom faithful servants find their peace: look in mercy on the
departed, that they may see your salvation. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Father, your Christ is revealed as the one destined to be rejected: look in mercy on us who
now turn towards his passion. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord God, you kept faith with Simeon and Anna, and showed them the infant King. Give us
grace to put all our trust in your promises, and the patience to wait for their fulfilment;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Father who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION
Father, we have shared your praise with shepherds and angels: may Christ be born in our
hearts today. Praise to Christ our light.

We have shared in the joy of Simeon and Anna; help us, like them, to trust your word.
Praise to Christ our light.
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We have greeted Jesus, the light of the world; may we be filled with the light of your love.
Praise to Christ our light.

May Christ, whose glory fills the skies, fill us with radiance and scatter the darkness from our
path. Amen

May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, gladden our eyes and warm our hearts. Amen

May Christ, the Dayspring from on high, draw near to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Amen.

And may the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among us
and remain with us always. Amen.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Lenten Bible study
“From Death to Life: Jesus, Israel, and the Transformation of Death”
Brecon Cathedral will be offering a Lenten Bible Study via Zoom that will walk participants
through the key Scriptures for understanding the crucifixion and its ramifications.
All from our Diocese are welcome to join each Tuesday from 3.30-4.30pm, starting on 23
February.
To register for the course, click here After registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.

https://churchinwales.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6725f74d347693ce177491953&id=cdba49abb8&e=06a58404e1

