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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 3rd January : Christmas 2 / The Epiphany
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Alan

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
Video Service on Youtube

Trina’s latest Service is available to view via either of the Parish web-pages.
Short Service with Readings & Reflection

This can be found below, or on either parish web-page - we hope you find it
useful.

Next Sunday 10th January : Epiphany 1
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Liz

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
11.30am Family Church over Zoom

Please ask Liz for the link if you would like to come to this service
Video Service on Youtube

Trina’s next Video Service will be online by Saturday 9th January
Short Service with Readings & Reflection

This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on BBC 1: 10am Sunday Worship from Down Cathedral, Northern Ireland

1-15pm Songs of Prais, from St Paul’s Cathedral, London
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration led by the Archdeacon of Bangor.
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from Canterbury Cathedral.
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong for the Epiphany from Ely Cathedral.
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.
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SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 3rd JANUARY
CHRISTMAS 1 / THE EPIPHANY - To use at home

INTRODUCTION
Alleluia, alleluia. We have seen his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince of peace:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you are Son of God and Son of Mary:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you are Word made flesh and splendour of the Father:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis Deo
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect for Christmas 2 : Almighty God, in the birth of your Son you have poured on us the
new light of your incarnate Word, and shown us the fullness of your love: help us to walk in his
light and dwell in his love that we may know the fullness of his joy; who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

Collect for the Epiphany : Gracious God, who by the leading of a star manifested your only
Son to the peoples of the earth: mercifully grant that we, who know you now by faith, may at
last behold your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

READINGS
Isaiah 60. 1-6 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon
you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise
upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall
come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall
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see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall
be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall
cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall
bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Psalm 72. 10-15
The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute : the kings of Sheba and Seba shall bring
gifts.
All kings shall fall down before him : all nations shall do him service.
For he shall deliver the poor that cry out : the needy and those who have no helper.
He shall have pity on the weak and poor : he shall preserve the lives of the needy.
He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence : and dear shall their blood be in his
sight.
Long may he live; unto him may be given gold from Sheba : may prayer be made for him
continually and may they bless him all the day long.

Matthew 2. 1-12 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of
the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: “And you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from
you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the
star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening
their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

REFLECTION
In today’s gospel reading we encounter the wise men who come from the East with their gifts
seeking after a King. But who are they? Wise men? Kings? Persian magicians? Matthew
actually tells us very little about them, other than calling them Magi who have come from the
East - mysterious travellers who have been following a star, seeking after the light. Eventually,
after their unfortunate encounter with Herod, something which was to have such tragic
consequences, they find the child they have been seeking for so long, and as we heard, they
bow down and worship him. Actually the word that gets translated as ‘bow down and worship’
is a wonderful combination of the Greek words for “to fall down” and “to kiss.” In a sense then,
this is worship at its most pure - they find this child, the goal of their journey, and they fall
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down in praise. And they offer their gifts – these wise men, these kings, these magicians from
a far-off land, offer the baby their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Gold because this is a
royal King. Frankincense because he is the Son of God himself and incense symbolizes worship
and prayer rising to the heavens like smoke. And myrrh, symbolic of death and burial, because
even here at the beginning of story, we need to remember that the saga of this child will end
with a cross and death.

Perhaps there’s a sense in which just like these Magi, in that we too are on our own journeys
through the dark, carrying our own gifts within us. We, too, are seeking to find the truth of
love in a world of darkness. We, too, bear our gifts and are seeking the right place to lay them
down.

So, in a way we come bearing gold, our gift for our king. But to whom and to what do we really
owe our allegiance? Who is our king? There are any number of authorities who would eagerly
seek our obedience and worship. How do we know which loud voice in the clamour of the
world should be obeyed?

Likewise, in a sense, we come bearing frankincense - seeking what is holy in this world. We are
looking for that thin space, that gap between this world that we see and touch and the other
world that we long for and somehow know to be true. But what is it exactly? Is it ourselves,
our families, our nation? Is it our ideologies, our own opinions? Is it personal growth? Is there
really anything that makes us fall on our knees in honour of something greater than ourselves?

And again, in a sense we come bearing myrrh, for we all mourn, we all bear grief, in one way
or another, and we are all looking for a place to lay our grief down. What is it that makes you
weep? What do you do with the grief in your life? Myrrh was used for the anointing of a dead
body. What are you ready to bury? What do you need to let go of and mourn the loss of?

Whom do we obey? What do we worship? Where can we lay our broken hearts? The answer
ultimately lies with the Kingdom that Jesus talks about so often. This new Kingdom that is the
Light that illuminates the deep darkness. This new Kingdom that has broken into and shattered
all that we thought we knew about the way the world works. For if we obey this Kingdom of
Love, we will find ourselves overflowing with compassion, and forgiving our enemies, and
giving away all we had thought was ‘ours’ by right. If we worship in this Kingdom of Love, we
will find ourselves falling down at the feet of he who is Love himself - joining our worship with
that of the angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven. And if we let his
Kingdom of Love break into our lives, and perhaps even break our hearts, there we will find
the aching heart of God himself overflowing with gracious compassion and love for us and for
all. It may all seem like loss – the loss of being the centre, the loss of our ‘treasure’. But in this
loss there is overwhelming joy. For that is what is said of these Magi: that in their encounter
with this Infant Incarnation of Love, they too were overwhelmed with joy.

In short, this is something which is so bright and beautiful here that it draws the shepherds
and the Magi and must draw us too us. This is what we must look for in the dark, burdened by
our treasure, longing to lay down our obedience, our worship and our grief. For in the end this
is really what Epiphany is all about – a time to look for the light of God shining in unexpected
places - a time to fall down and worship that Light wherever we find Him. Amen.
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PRAYERS

Let us worship the Saviour with joy and make our prayer to our heavenly Father.

The magi came from the east to worship your Son: Father, grant to Christians everywhere
the spirit of adoration …
Lord of glory, hear our prayer.

The infant Christ received gifts of gold, incense and myrrh: Father, accept the offering of our
hearts and minds at the beginning of this year …
Lord of glory, hear our prayer.

The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ: Father,
grant an abundance of peace to your world …
Lord of glory, hear our prayer.

The Holy Family lived in exile and in the shadow of death: Father, look in mercy on all who are
poor and powerless, and all who suffer …
Lord of glory, hear our prayer.

Your Son shared the life of his home and family at Nazareth: Father, protect in your love our
neighbours, our families and the community of which we are a part …
Lord of glory, hear our prayer.

Father, we rejoice in our fellowship with the shepherds, the angels, the magi, the Virgin Mary,
Saint Joseph and all the faithful departed. In your unfailing love for us and for all people,
hear and answer our prayers through your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Out Father who art in Heaven...

CONCLUSION

God in heaven, we thank you for the perseverance of the wise men who travelled from afar to
worship at Jesus’ side and offer gifts. Help us always to to be generous to others and give us
the gift of perserverance, so that we can worship you throughout our Christian lives. We ask
this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

May Christ our Lord, to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts, reveal to us his
glory and pour upon us the riches of his grace; and may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.


