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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 14th February : the Sunday before Lent
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Kelvin.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
The order of service is available on either parish web-page.

11.30am Family Church over Zoom
Please ask Liz for the link if you would like to come to this service

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's latest video service is called ‘Celebrating Two Feasts’.
The link to this is https://youtu.be/osmshRu9wzs
It's also available via each Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page

Ash Wednesday 17th February
7-00pm Service for Ash Wednesday over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

Next Sunday 21st February : 1st Sunday in Lent
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
The order of service will be available on either parish web-page.

Video Service on Youtube
Trina's next Video Service will be online by Saturday 20th February

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.
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SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration, Canon Jenny Wigley fom Cardiff
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship: This is love with the Rev Richard Littledale
Today on BBC 2: 1-15pm Songs of Praise : Love and Lent from Ripon Cathedral
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from Clare College, Cambridge
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from St John's College, Cambridge
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.

CHURCH OF ENGLAND - ‘Prayer for the Nation’ : In response to reaching the terrible
milestone of 100,000 deaths from COVID-19, the Archbishops of Cantebury and York are
inviting all to call on God in Prayer. Throughout February people are invited to set aside time
every evening to pray, particularly at 6pm each day. You can find appropriate prayers and
themes on the Church of England web-page at :

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/prayer-nation

THE REAL EASTER EGG CAMPAIGN : Real Easter Eggs tell the Easter story in a little booklet
with lots of illustrations. They are made of fair trade chocolate and start at £4.50 for a basic
egg and story booklet, with special ones going up to £9.99. You can order them online from
the The Meaningful Chocolate Company at : https://meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/

LENT 2021 : We are hoping to run a short weekly reflective evening service at 7-00pm each
Tuesday throughout Lent, starting 23rd Feb. This will be via Zoom and the link will be the same
one as for the Sunday Zoom service. More details in next week’s noticesheet.
There is also the Diocesan Lenten Bible study - “From Death to Life: Jesus, Israel, and the
Transformation of Death”. Canon Mark Clavier will be leading a Lenten Bible Study via Zoom
that will walk participants through the key Scriptures for understanding the crucifixion and its
ramifications. All from our Diocese are welcome to join each Tuesday from 3.30 - 4.30pm,
starting on 23 February. To register for the course, click here After registering, you will
receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/prayer-nation
https://meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/
https://churchinwales.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6725f74d347693ce177491953&id=cdba49abb8&e=06a58404e1
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SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 14th FEBRUARY TO USE AT HOME
SUNDAY BEFORE LENT

INTRODUCTION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Psalm 50. 1-6
1 The Lord, the most mighty God, has spoken :
and called the world from the rising of the sun to its setting.

2 Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth : our God comes and will not keep silence.
3 Consuming fire goes out before him : and a mighty tempest stirs about him.
4 He calls the heaven above : and the earth, that he may judge his people:
5 ‘Gather to me my faithful : who have sealed my covenant with sacrifice.’
6 Let the heavens declare his righteousness : for God himself is judge.

"Perhaps your own faith is feeble. Nevertheless, the Lord who is love will stoop down to you,
provided only you are penitent and can say sincerely from the depths of your soul. 'Lord, I
have faith. Help me where faith falls short'." St Cyril of Jerusalem

A time of silence for reflection, then, prompted by our Gospel reading:

Forgive us when we simply keep our eyes on the ground and do not see your glory anywhere
in our daily lives
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Forgive us when we hang on to our mountain top moments and fail to notice the needs
around us
Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy.

Forgive us when we do not listen to the voice of your Son speaking words of love, as we go
through the week
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect
Lord, who hast taught us that all our doings without love are nothing worth: send your Holy
Spirit, and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, the very bond of peace and of
all virtues, without which whosoever lives is counted dead before you; grant this for your only
Son Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen

READINGS
2 Corinthians 4. 3-6 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In
their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not
proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’
sake. For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in our hearts
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
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Mark 9. 2-9 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a
high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is
good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.’ He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them,
and from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved: listen to him!’ Suddenly
when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

REFLECTION
The transfiguration - what an amazing event! Not the kind of thing we experience everyday - if
ever. Perhaps the closest we have come is when people are transformed, maybe by having
heart or hip surgery, which means they can lead a full life again. I've seen this too when
someone I always thought was rather shy and quiet suddenly stands up and gives an amazing
performance on stage or in a classroom. But transfiguration is something more. Peter
certainly didn't know how to react to what he saw.
Was he trying to hang on to this wonderful moment,
trying to persuade Moses and Elijah to stay longer with
them, or to build a permanent memorial, a place to
come and re-live this experience? We too may have
had mountain-top moments, when we could see
something way beyond the normal physical
surroundings, moments given for our joy and
encouragement, signs that we are indeed following the
right path despite all our questions and difficulties.
For the three disciples it was probably a hard climb, up to a deserted place; and for Jesus
finding time to be alone was never easy.
On the way down they had a lot to think about, including we are told, Jesus 'rising from the
dead'. They had just seen Moses and Elijah, long since dead. Peter must have also
remembered that bitter moment, not a week earlier, when in a moment of deep insight he
understood that Jesus was the long-expected Messiah, only to be followed by deep shame
when Jesus turned and called him 'Satan' for suggesting that a Messiah should definitely not
be aiming to die. Peter was clearly still a long way from understanding any of this. But one
thing surely stood out for them all, the voice of God with its clear, simple messages: 'This is my
son' and 'Listen to him.' This is my son - he is God, trust him and believe in him. Go with him,
even if he seems to be going in the wrong direction. Ask questions by all means, but listen
very carefully - and don't talk so much! Don't try to push your own ideas of how God ought to
behave.
And just as it is helpful to remember what happened just before this story, so it is helpful to
look at what happened immediately after, as this is so often the way things go. If you read on
in this chapter, you will see that the three disciples and Jesus come straight down from their
deep spiritual experience into a major row. The other disciples, who have not shared the
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mountain-top moment, have been trying, and failing, to heal a boy suffering from a spirit that
gives him terrible fits. Then a big argument develops with the religious authorities. The poor
father is in despair. As soon as he sees Jesus, he complains about the poor performance of
these disciples and begs for help. But before healing the boy, Jesus challenges the father's
faith at the deepest level. In a sense, he is repeating the words of his father from heaven: 'Do
you believe that this is my son, who has all power and all authority? Then listen to him!'
And the father's response is one of the most honest and painful we can find: 'I do believe; help
me overcome my unbelief!'
What can we take away from this interlinked series of stories? Firstly that God's love and
patience mean that he helps us even if we don't understand everything yet. All we need is the
tiniest seed of faith in God's way of doing things, and a willingness to listen rather than push
our own agendas.
Secondly, we should be asking our own questions about where our deaf and blind spots are,
personally and as a church. Are we listening to the real needs around us, a need for people to
feeling God's love despite everything? Are we even listening to the obvious practical needs?
And if we are, are we rushing in with answers and action, before we listen properly, like Peter
with his offer of shelters? Are we assuming that our lives, and church life, can just comfortably
go back to normal 'once the pandemic is over'? Can we set aside the pain and suffering so
many people have felt, or the blatant inequalities the virus has exposed everywhere? Can we
begin to think of answers to our own questions about where God is in this situation? Like the
disciples coming down the mountain, we have hard questions to think about, but with God's
help, our faith will grow. Liz

PRAYERS
God of love,
today we celebrate Saint Valentine, and his self-giving love in the face of threats to his life.
We find ourselves now living with so many threats and uncertainties.
So we pray for people in war torn parts of the world;
for all who wonder where their next meal will come from;
for people who are jobless or homeless; for all who live with domestic violence.
You are the God who loves us:
Surround us with your loving presence.
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God of love,
we pray for situations in the world that need hope and healing.
And in particular for Yemen, for Syria, for Myanmar.
We ask for words and actions that are full of hope and not hate,
for words of forgiveness and unity, not division.
We pray for all who work in communications and the media,
that they would report with honesty and integrity,
and use their roles to speak truth to power.
You are the God who loves us:
Surround us with your loving presence.

God of love,
we thank you for the tireless effort of nurses, doctors and carers,
Give them strength and compassion as they work, and a chance to rest.
As discussions begin about a future return to school,
we pray that the needs of children and young people would be central to the thinking.
We pray for all who have been kept apart from those they love;
for those who have not been able to mourn for friends and family who have died,
surround them all with your healing presence.
We remember people in our own communities who are suffering
asking that you would lighten the pain and distress of daily life.
You are the God who loves us:
Surround us with your loving presence.

As we look at the events in our world, help us to see where you are at work.
In our homes and in our daily lives, help us to notice the glimpses of your glory
shining through our ordinary lives.
Merciful father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION
O gracious and holy Father, give us wisdom to perceive you, diligence to seek you, patience
to wait for you, eyes to behold you, a heart to meditate upon you, and a life to proclaim you,
through the power of the spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord. St Benedict

Let us go, as those who God has called, to bear witness to the love and justice of heaven, to be
beacons of light and signs of transfiguration for such is the kingdom of heaven.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore. Amen.


