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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 28th February : Lent 2 / St David
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Liz

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
The order of service is attached to the email this newsheet came with.

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's latest video service is called ‘Celebrating Eco Church’.
You can view it via each Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page

Tuesday 2nd March
3-30pm Diocesan Lenten Bible Study over Zoom

To register for the course, click here
7-00pm Evening Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
7-30pm Llyn Safaddan PCC Meeting over Zoom

Thursday 4th March
7-00pm Beacons Benefice PCC Meeting over Zoom

Friday 5th March
World Day of Prayer - You can watch the official online Wold Day of Prayer Service here:

https://www.wwdp.org.uk/ See overleaf for further details

Next Sunday 7th March : Lent 3
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
Video Service on Youtube

Trina's next Video Service will be online by Saturday 6th March
Short Service with Readings & Reflection

This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.

mailto:kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
mailto:alan.jevons@icloud.com
mailto:liz.bramley@icloud.com
mailto:petrinalodge@gmail.com
mailto:petrinalodge@gmail.com
mailto:petrinalodge@gmail.com
https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451
https://churchinwales.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6725f74d347693ce177491953&id=cdba49abb8&e=06a58404e1
https://www.wwdp.org.uk/
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SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am and 7.28pm St David's Day Celebration, Bettws y Coed
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship: Archbishop John marks St David's day in

Brecon Cathedral
Today on BBC 2: 1-15pm Songs of Praise from Tintern Abbey
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from King's College, London
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-15pm Choral Evensong from Christchurch Cathedral, Oxford
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2021
This is a global and ecumenical event which is normally held on the first Friday in March each
year. Obviously things will have to be very different this year in that many places are unable
to mark the occasion with an in-person service. Instead a special video service has been
recorded by the women of the Republic of Vanuatu in the South Pacific - you can watch this
here on the World Day of Prayer website which also contains other resources and links to
recorded and livestreamed services. Our Tuesday evening service on Zoom on 9th March will
also pick up on some of the themes in this year’s World Day of Prayer Service.

LENT 2021
We are running a short weekly reflective evening service at 7-00pm each Tuesday throughout
Lent. This is via Zoom and the link is the same one as for the Sunday Zoom service. Please
see above for details.

You can also join our regular study group meeting over Zoom which next meets on Thursday
11th March on ‘The cross over the city’. There are further details here or you can contact one
of the clergy for details on how to join.

There is also the Diocesan Lenten Bible study - “From Death to Life: Jesus, Israel, and the
Transformation of Death”. Canon Mark Clavier will be leading a Lenten Bible Study via Zoom
that will walk participants through the key Scriptures for understanding the crucifixion and its
ramifications. All from our Diocese are welcome to join each Tuesday from 3.30 - 4.30pm,
starting on 23 February. To register for the course, click here After registering, you will
receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
Church in Wales – Weekly reflections and prayers / Daily insights

The Church in Wales theme for Lent this year is “Re:Lent – beginning again”. Each week, its
Re:lent web page is sharing new reflections from our bishops, prayers, and also inspiring
stories from people and places across Wales. The web page will also share insights every day
from Canon Trystan Owain Hughes’ new devotional book, “Opening Our Lives”. The Re:Lent
web page will be updated daily over the six weeks of Lent.

Lent appeal The Re:Lent web page also gives details of the Church in Wales Lent Appeal for its
Centenary Fund to help people in need at home and overseas. This year it’s Housing Justice
Cymru at home helping secure tenancies for vulnerable people, while overseas it’s Christian
Aid working with the Episcopal Church of South Sudan to bring peace to the war-torn country.

https://www.wwdp.org.uk/
https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475/activities/
https://churchinwales.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6725f74d347693ce177491953&id=cdba49abb8&e=06a58404e1
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/faith/lent/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/faith/lent/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/faith/lent/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/faith/lent/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/faith/lent/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/faith/lent/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/our-campaigns/centenary-appeal/


3

ECOCHURCH NEWS

If you have passed by Llangors Church since the end of last year you may have noticed the
EcoChurch Bronze Award plaque displayed by the gate. We received the award in March 2020
but manufacture of the plaque (appropriately made from recycled church pews) was delayed
by Covid. We got it in place for Christmas, just in time for the second closing of the church!
it's been that sort of year, hasn't it? The normal activities disappeared and most of what our
small group in Llangors has been able to do has been on Zoom and email and in a wider
context than our own parish.

The Rev Trina and I are members of the Diocesan EcoChurch Working Group and that has had
regular Zoom meetings. Trina has been working to create an EcoChurch Facebook page for the
Diocese with a link on the diocesan website. We both joined in a webinar (what an ugly word)
to help representatives of churches which had recently registered or were considering
registering with EcoChurch. It was interesting to hear of the the different ideas and experiences
of parishes around the Diocese, from Sketty in the south to Knighton in the north. Stuart Elliot,
EcoChurch's representative in Wales, gave a very helpful and encouraging address. With at
least a distant prospect of more normal times ahead we are thinking about how we could
develop our recycling scheme in Llangors and other longer term ideas. Trina's latest Youtube
reflection this Sunday is on EcoChurch: I haven't yet seen it but I know it will be as inspiring as
her others.

It's very easy to feel daunted by the scale of environmental problems or to find oneself
becoming a bore on the subject or upsetting good people by bringing what can be seen as a
political issue into church life. However, watching David Attenborough's 'Perfect Planet' series
and hearing his address to the recent UN Security Council Meeting has reinforced my sense of
the urgency of the environmental crisis, not just climate change but the accelerating loss of
biodiversity, the destruction of wild places and the damage to the oceans and the land caused
by pollution. If, as we believe, this is God's world doing nothing doesn't seem to be an option.

This week's Eco tip (prompted by seeing the daffodils coming into flower):

Cut flowers flown in from Kenya or Holland have a very high carbon footprint: using material
from our gardens to decorate out homes, and eventually churches, is an easy way to reduce
that.

Kath Johnson

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
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Service for Sunday 28th February (Lent 2) - to use at home

A service for St David's Day: Little things, big results

INTRODUCTION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

As the warm bright rays of the sun scatter the mist from the hills and valleys, dispel the
darkness from our lives, that we may live as children of light.
In the name of Christ, Amen.
The mist enfolds the hills in its mantle; Embrace us in your love, O Lord.
The rain washes the rocks and leaves; Cleanse us in your love. O Lord.
The stream flows down to the valley; Direct us in your love, O Lord.
The night veils the moor in darkness; Hide us in your love O Lord.
This day and every day: Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then
Forgive us when we hold your gifts to ourselves and become mean with our time and
possessions.
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Forgive us when we seek grand gestures but lack patience for daily tasks.
Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy.

Forgive us when we are too preoccupied to notice the beauty of the little things around us.
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

READINGS
Psalm 16. 3, 5-8
As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, in whom is all my delight.
The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have a goodly heritage.
I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.
I keep the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
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Genesis 17. 1-7, 15-16 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram,
and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my
covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.’ Then Abram fell on
his face; and God said to him, ‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the
ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall
be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will
establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.
God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her
name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall
give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’

Matthew 16:21-26 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes,
and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.’ But he turned and said to
Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind
not on divine things but on human things.’
Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and
those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

REFLECTION
We have had a lot of big promises from politicians recently, not all of which have been fulfilled.
Are you becoming a little cynical? In our readings this week God makes two amazing promises,
admittedly with a rather different timescale! Last week, he promised Noah that he would
never again destroy the whole earth by flooding. Now he promises Abraham he will be the
father of 'a multitude of nations', with relatively little mention of what they each have to
promise in return. Of course, they had both done something already, to be in a position to
listen to God carefully. Noah had saved his family's lives by building the ark, and Abraham
had set out from his homeland, 24 years earlier, not knowing where God would take him.
They had already taken a first step, so were now committed to listening to God and trusting
him more and more.
What Abraham really wanted above anything else was a son. All this time he had been
married and his wife had no children, yet God kept dangling promises of a huge family before
him at different stages of his journey, This kept him taking the next step and the next, and even
trying a short cut to help God out, by having a child by his wife's servant. Now we come to
the point, years on, when God is actually about to fulfil his promise.
In a sense, this longing for a son is a way of ensuring his family will continue, and it is one way
many Jewish people envisaged eternal life. We might liken it to our current ideas of building
a healthy ecological future, making sure there will be a safe world for our children and
grandchildren to grow up in, at least for as long as we can imagine. When Jesus talks about
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'life' as he does in our Gospel reading, it is clear he means something more spiritual and
timeless than physical events, something much bigger, and more difficult to grasp.

This brings us to Jesus' promise. It is clear from the context of this
incident, as it is told in three of the Gospels, that Jesus' challenging
words 'take up your cross' are meant as a corrective, not just to Peter,
but to anyone who would listen, emphasising that he is not going to be
the kind of Messiah they might have been expecting. Following an
amazing leader, even at a distance, could bring you fame and good
fortune, surely? Not so, says Jesus - following me will involve carrying a
cross, and that means carrying it to your death. Everyone under
Roman rule knew what crosses were for. And to confuse them even more, Jesus makes this
extraordinary promise: 'those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their
life for my sake will save it'. That has kept people pondering ever since.
Now this cross-carrying could sound like a grand, dramatic public gesture, although of course
the reality would be much more painful and sordid - the Romans would have seen to that.
But, like the way Jesus speaks of 'life' as something much fuller and richer than we normally
experience, so the word 'cross' stands for far more than an instrument of execution. Jesus
was not suggesting that every single one of his disciples would end their lives as he did, nor
was he suggesting that patiently and passively accepting all kinds of difficulties was all you
needed to do. Taking up your cross means denying yourself at every turn. This is not at all a
grand dramatic activity - it involves taking the back seat, promoting others' success and
wellbeing, and treading the really hard road of forgiving others, when we secretly want to hang
on to our victim status.
Why is this chosen as the reading for St David's day? I think one answer is that it shows the
very basic need for us to stick at doing the little things, as St David advises, and to be loving
and caring to our neighbours. He lived out this way of care and service, besides following a
strict, pared-down rule of life, praying for long hours and eating a very simple vegetarian diet.
You may feel that living this kind of life in Lent is hard enough - it has been said that we have
had a whole year of Lent, in being denied so much during lockdown - rather like Narnia under
the White Witch, where it's always winter and never Christmas.
And to be honest, like Peter (the saint, not the Narnia character!) we don't find Jesus' road very
attractive, even when we can make sense of it. We prefer grand gestures: sometimes crises
are easier to manage than dull daily reality.
But still, little things, little steps can lead to massive results. One of the most recent examples
is Sir Tom Moore. Whoever would have thought that all those little steps round his garden
would have led to such a huge sum of money being raised? And then having his unmistakable
silhouette in shining stars in the sky on New Year's Eve! Not exactly eternal life, but I hope he
was able to see it on television at some point.

May we find inspiration in Jesus' promise and from the people who faithfully take little steps,
so we can keep the vision before us of life in all its fullness.
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PRAYERS
Father, we thank you for our beautiful country, its languages and cultures. As we see an end
to lockdown, we lift to you all whose livelihoods have been affected. May we once again feel
safe to go out ourselves and to welcome visitors to our businesses, events and festivals.
Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer

We pray your blessing, Lord, on our young people as they return to schools and colleges.
Keep them safe and free from anxiety; enable them to learn what they need to make up for
any lost time. We thank you for all the work of parents and teachers during this crisis and
pray especially for families who have suffered loss and distress at this difficult time. We
remember too those in care homes who have felt particularly isolated.
Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer

We thank you for all our doctors and health care workers who have been under unimaginable
stress during the past year. We pray for relief for them as fewer people become ill with the
virus, and also for relief for those caught up in a long wait for other treatments. We thank
you for the speed of our vaccination programme, which helps us all feel safer.
Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer

We pray for the Welsh Assembly elections in May and we lift up our government and
politicians to you. We pray for those who are calling for justice and equality to be at the
forefront of the next government, and for those working on issues around the refugee crisis,
the living wage, homelessness, jobs and social care.
Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer

We thank you for the diversity of our church life and for the new ways of worshipping and
being together that we have had to learn. We pray that your Church all over the world will
grow and prosper and that people will find Jesus in unexpected places. We pray that you will
move powerfully in Wales, so that the lives of people and communities will be transformed.
Send your Holy Spirit to inspire us as you did for Saint David and help us play our part in putting
the gospel to work in Wales today.
Merciful father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

Our Father...
CONCLUSION

Collect
God our Father, you gave Saint David to the people of Wales to uphold the faith: encouraged by
his example, may we joyfully hold fast to the things which lead to eternal life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be all honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.


