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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

Sunday 7th February : 2nd Sunday Before Lent
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Alan.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
Video Service on YouTube

Trina's latest video service is an All Age Service on the theme of Light
It can be found via either parish web-page.

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page

Thursday 11th February
4-30pm Study Group over Zoom looking at ‘The Pool at Bethesda’, (Edward Burra)

The link to join this:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88007802576?pwd=OW9KUkJFNGNuOHJVSEZoRkd2VXhYZz09
Meeting ID: 880 0780 2576 Passcode: 137319

Next Sunday 14th February : Sunday Before Lent
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
11.30am Family Church over Zoom

Please ask Liz for the link if you would like to come to this service
Video Service on Youtube

Trina's next Video Service will be online by Saturday 13th February
Short Service with Readings & Reflection

This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.
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SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration, from Swansea Community Church
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship from the Chinese Overseas Christian Mission
Today on BBC 1: 1-15pm Songs of Praise - Gospel Singer of the Year Final
Today on S4C: 11-30am Dechrau Canu from Llanthony Priory

7-30pm Dechrau Canu from Ynys Mon
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong for Truro Cathedral
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Clare College Cambridge
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.

CHURCH OF ENGLAND - ‘Prayer for the Nation’ : In response to reaching the terrible
milestone of 100,000 deaths from COVID-19, the Archbishops of Cantebury and York are
inviting all to call on God in Prayer. Throughout February people are invited to set aside time
every evening to pray, particularly at 6pm each day. You can find appropriate prayers and
themes on the Church of England web-page at :

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/prayer-nation

THE REAL EASTER EGG CAMPAIGN : Real Easter Eggs tell the Easter story in a little booklet
with lots of illustrations. They are made of fair trade chocolate and start at £4.50 for a basic
egg and story booklet, with special ones going up to £9.99. You can order them online from
the The Meaningful Chocolate Company at : https://meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/

Service for Sunday 7th February - to use at Home
2nd Sunday before Lent

INTRODUCTION

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Lord Jesus, illuminate the darkness in our hearts: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, open our eyes to your saving love: Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, unstop our ears to hear your living word: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/prayer-nation
https://meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect for the 2nd Sunday before Lent : Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the
earth and made us in your own image: teach us to discern your hand in all your works and your
likeness in all your children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who with you and the Holy
Spirit reigns supreme over all things, now and for ever.

READINGS
Proverbs 8: 1 & 22-31 Does not wisdom call out? Does not understanding raise her voice?
The LORD brought me forth as the first of his works, before his deeds of old; I was appointed
from eternity, from the beginning, before the world began.
When there were no oceans, I was given birth, when there were no springs abounding with
water; before the mountains were settled in place, before the hills, I was given birth, before he
made the earth or its fields or any of the dust of the world.
I was there when he set the heavens in place, when he marked out the horizon on the face of
the deep, when he established the clouds above and fixed securely the fountains of the deep,
when he gave the sea its boundary
so the waters would not overstep his command, and when he marked out the foundations of
the earth.
Then I was the craftsman at his side. I was filled with delight day after day, rejoicing always in
his presence, rejoicing in his whole world and delighting in mankind.

Mark 1: 29-39 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the
home of Simon and Andrew. Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told
Jesus about her. So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and
she began to wait on them.
That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. The
whole town gathered at the door, and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also
drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he
was.
Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a
solitary place, where he prayed. Simon and his companions went to look for him, and when
they found him, they exclaimed: "Everyone is looking for you!"
Jesus replied, "Let us go somewhere else--to the nearby villages--so I can preach there also.
That is why I have come." So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues
and driving out demons.
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REFLECTION
Today’s gospel reading from the first chapter of Mark, describes the second part of one
remarkable, hectic day in the ministry of Jesus. Having earlier taught in the the synagogue at
Capernaum and driven out unclean spirits he then moved on to heal, first Peter’s mother-in-
law, followed by, it seems, a good percentage of the whole town. No double he’d impressed
everybody; he’d become the most exciting thing that had ever happened to the town. But as
interesting as all this was, the really important thing, was what happened next.

As we read, very early the next morning, Jesus went to a lonely place to pray; and while he was
there, Peter and the other disciples tracked him down to tell him that the whole town was
searching for him. Clearly something big was indeed going on here. After all, Mark specifically
mentions Jesus in prayer like this only three times in his entire gospel, and each of these times
is associated with a major turning point in Jesus’ ministry. Again, the Greek word used to
describe the crowds who were searching for Jesus is one which implies a sense of misguided
motive, with perhaps just a hint of malice. Most likely the town really liked what Jesus had
done, and they wanted to keep him there, so that he could keep on doing it! Perhaps they
were working on an offer to Jesus that he couldn’t refuse - set up shop in Capernaum,
establish the Jesus of Nazareth Preaching and Healing Mission, really put Capernaum on the
map, and everyone would profit. So it’s very significant then, that Jesus’ response was to quite
suddenly and without looking back, just up and leave and go somewhere else.

Now I suppose that one of the ways in which we often deny Jesus’ humanity – and in doing
that, remove his life from our lives – is by pretending that all of Jesus’ decisions were easy and
automatic; that he was just like reading from a script, as it were. But of course that’s not how
it was at all. Jesus knew full well that the delegation from Capernaum was offering him
security, safety, prosperity, and respect. These are things that we all want, things that
everybody has always wanted. They are also things that Jesus knew he would never have if he
left that town. If he became their resident rabbi, he wouldn’t have to be poor, his family
wouldn’t think he was crazy, he could have a normal life, he wouldn’t have to be cold, hungry,
or afraid for his life. His life would be easier in every way we consider important. It must have
been a difficult choice, one that didn’t come easily, yet one which he had to make if he was to
balance those raucous voices rolling up the hillside chanting ‘We want Jesus’, with that other
quieter voice that said, ‘You are my beloved son, with you I am well pleased.”

Of course, Jesus’ story here, is, in a sense, our story too. We know the power of security,
prosperity, safety, and respect. We know how easy it is to settle for being just a little less than
who we know we can be; to listen to those loud voices and to let their expectations rule.
Somehow there always comes that certain point when questions like this begin to really
matter; when they begin to cost, when things get painful. And when that happens, the sense
of who we are and of what it means to be the beloved child of God, can easily fade into the
background. So we have to make choices, and whether we know it or not, the Lord of heaven
and earth waits, to see what will happen. That’s one way we live out this story.

Another way is that we as the church, have to make much the same decision that the good
people of Capernaum had to make. We have to decide what to do about this Jesus who comes
to us proclaiming the kingdom of God, and bringing healing, and hope, and a vision of new life.
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In Capernaum they decided to take just the part of Jesus they liked best, a good preacher and
an effective healer, and capture it, institutionalize it. They wanted to locate him in their place,
at their convenience, and for their purposes. They didn’t want to be challenged; they just
wanted to be comforted. They didn’t want to see beyond his gift of healing, to see what that
gift might ask of them. They wanted him to just keep repeating the nice stuff. And throughout
history the church has always faced this temptation of trying to hire Jesus – of assuming the
Lord has come for our convenience, as one more resource we have for carrying out our plans.
The trouble is that when we yield to that temptation, we find, sooner or later, and in spite of
our best efforts, that the nice house we built for him is empty, and that he has gone on to the
next place.

Of course we need to know him like the people in Capernaum did: we need to hear his word,
and to know the power, the mercy, and the grace of his healing love. We can do nothing
without that. But if we just stop there, if we try to limit or control where the Lord is or what he
does, if we try to pay him to keep up the good work, then we really will have missed the point.

Such then is our choice as we try to live out that part of today’s gospel. As the church, we can
try to hire Jesus, or we can strive to serve him, which means to serve as he did. Yes it’s a hard
choice, as hard as our personal choices between comfort and faithfulness, as hard as Jesus’
choices between taking the cushy job or moving on, but make it we must. Amen

PRAYERS

Let us by prayer and intercession with thanksgiving make our requests to God.

Gracious God, we pray for peace, justice and reconciliation throughout the world. We pray for
the honouring of human rights, and for the relief of the oppressed. We give thanks for all that
is gracious in the lives of men, women and children.
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer

We pray for the renewal of the Church in faith, love and service. We pray for life of these
parishes. We give thanks for the gift of your word, the fellowship of your people, and the
challenges you set us each day.
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer

We pray for this local community and for all people in their daily life and work. We pray for the
young and the elderly, for families, and all who are alone. We give thanks for human skill and
creativity and all that reveals your loveliness.
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer

We pray for those who are in need; for the sick, the sorrowful and the bereaved. We pray for
all who bring comfort, care and healing. We give thanks for human love and friendship and for
all that enriches our daily lives.
Lord in your mercy : hear our prayer
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Let us commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, to the mercy and protection of God.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

Our Father who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION

And may the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among us
and remain with us always. Amen.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Lenten Bible study
“From Death to Life: Jesus, Israel, and the Transformation of Death”
Brecon Cathedral will be offering a Lenten Bible Study via Zoom that will walk participants
through the key Scriptures for understanding the crucifixion and its ramifications.
All from our Diocese are welcome to join each Tuesday from 3.30-4.30pm, starting on 23
February.
To register for the course, click here After registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.

https://churchinwales.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6725f74d347693ce177491953&id=cdba49abb8&e=06a58404e1

