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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 14th March : Lent 4 / Mothering Sunday
9-30am Online Mothering Sunday Service over Zoom led by Kelvin & Liz

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
The order of service is attached to the email this newsheet came with.

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's latest video service is called ‘Celebrating Mothering Sunday’.
You can find it via either Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page

Tuesday 16th March
3-30pm Online Diocesan Lenten Bible Study over Zoom

To register for the course, click here
7-00pm Online Evening Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

Next Sunday 21st March : Lent 5 / Passion Sunday
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Alan

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
Video Service on Youtube

Trina's next Video Service will be online by Saturday 20th March
Short Service with Readings & Reflection

This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.
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Services on TV and Radio this Week
Today on Radio Wales: 7-31am and 7.28pm Celebration for Mothering Sunday with the

Bishop of Llandaff.
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship for Lent 4.
Today on BBC 1: 11-15am Sunday Worship for Mothering Sunday from St Cuthberts,

Preston.
Today on BBC 2: 1-15pm Songs of Praise for Mothering Sunday from Stockport
Today on Radio 3: 4-00pm Choral Evensong from King’s College Cambridge
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from Eton College.
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.

Lent 2021
We are running a short weekly reflective evening service at 7-00pm each Tuesday throughout
Lent. This is via Zoom and the link is the same one as for the Sunday Zoom service. Please see
above for details.

You can also join our regular study group meeting over Zoom which next on Thursday 8th
April’. There are further details here or you can contact one of the clergy for details on how to
join.
There is also the Diocesan Lenten Bible study - “From Death to Life: Jesus, Israel, and the
Transformation of Death”. Canon Mark Clavier will be leading a Lenten Bible Study via Zoom
that will walk participants through the key Scriptures for understanding the crucifixion and its
ramifications. All from our Diocese are welcome to join each Tuesday from 3.30 - 4.30pm,
starting on 23 February. To register for the course, click here After registering, you will
receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
Church in Wales – Weekly reflections and prayers / Daily insights
The Church in Wales theme for Lent this year is “Re:Lent – beginning again”. Each week, its
Re:lent web page is sharing new reflections from our bishops, prayers, and also inspiring
stories from people and places across Wales. The web page will also share insights every day
from Canon Trystan Owain Hughes’ new devotional book, “Opening Our Lives”. The Re:Lent
web page will be updated daily over the six weeks of Lent.
Lent appeal The Re:Lent web page also gives details of the Church in Wales Lent Appeal for its
Centenary Fund to help people in need at home and overseas. This year it’s Housing Justice
Cymru at home helping secure tenancies for vulnerable people, while overseas it’s Christian
Aid working with the Episcopal Church of South Sudan to bring peace to the war-torn country.

Church Family News We have sad news to report: Bruce Carter, from Bwlch, died early last
Monday morning. As his family and his late wife Betty's live in other parts of the UK, they are
hoping to plan a funeral service at a later date, when traveling becomes possible again.

Church Open for Private Prayer We planing to have Llangors Church open for private prayer
between 11am - 1pm on Good Friday 2nd April, for anyone who would appreciate the
opportunity to spend time in quiet reflection in church on this day. As was the case last
summer, stewards will be in attendance as required by covid regulations for churches. There
also be an online service on Zoom at 2pm on Good Friday. Full details of Holy Week & Easter
services to follow.

https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475/activities/
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SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 14th MARCH TO USE AT HOME
Lent 4 / Mothering Sunday

INTRODUCTION
We are here today to spend time with God in remembering and celebrating the gift and work
of motherhood, wherever it is found. We’re not all mothers ourselves but we all have a mother,
whether or not they are still with us, and we are all children of God. He is our loving Father and
he is also the one who remembers and comforts us as a mother comforts her child, and draws
us close as a hen protects her chicks.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Forgive us for the occasions when we give little time to our own family.
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Forgive us when ignore the needs of our brothers and sisters here and around the world.
Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy.

Forgive us when we fail to recogise you as the giver of all the good gifts we enjoy.
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
We thank God for giving us other people to be part of our lives, even though we may see less
of them than we would wish:

For parents, and the love which brought us to birth:
we praise you, O Lord, and bring you thanks today.

For our family, friends and neighbours who support us in our hopes and our joys::
we praise you, O Lord, and bring you thanks today.

For the children we know, who bring joy and concern into our lives:
we praise you, O Lord, and bring you thanks today.

For all who first spoke to us of Jesus, and have drawn us into the family of our Father in heaven:
we praise you, O Lord, and bring you thanks today.

Help us to live as those who belong to one another and to you, now and always. Amen.

Collect God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life of a
home in Nazareth, and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: strengthen us in
our daily living that in joy and in sorrow we may know the power of your presence to bind
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together and to heal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS
Exodus 2. 1-10 Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The
woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him for
three months. When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and
plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on
the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside
the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened
it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be one of the
Hebrews’ children,’ she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you
a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?’ Pharaoh’s daughter said to her,
‘Yes.’ So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this
child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So the woman took the child and
nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him
as her son. She named him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out of the water.’

John 3. 14-21 Jesus said, Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. ‘For God so loved
the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life. ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not
believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgement, that the light has come
into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For
all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be
exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that
their deeds have been done in God.’

REFLECTION
A topical question to think about for Mothering Sunday. What’s the best thing you can
remember about being a mother, father, grandparent, or for that matter an uncle, aunt, a
brother or sister?

Which of course inevitably raises the opposite question as well. What’s the worse thing you
can remember about being a mother, father, grandparent, an uncle, aunt, brother sister?

I’m sure that we could all come up with any number of things - both good and bad, because
that’s the thing about being a parent, grandparent, etc. Being part of any family can
sometimes be a bittersweet experience. There are indeed good and bad things about it;
there are great joys and sometimes great heartaches to be faced; highlights as well as low
points. For example nothing could be more marvellous than when a new mother gazes upon
the face of her new-born child for the very first time. Yet as any parent will know, that joy can
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turn to despair, anxiety and frustration when they are faced with night after night of disturbed
sleep, because their bundle of joy just won’t stop crying! Or again there is the pride that
parents (and grandparents) must feel when their offspring goes off to school for the very first
time – yet, I guess it’s a pride which can tinged with a sense of loss as well, because it
represents a letting go as well. That kind of mixed and contrasting emotion is of course, one
which repeats itself throughout all the significant rites of passage – high school, university,
marriage, and so forth. And then there are the simple ups and downs of being a parent – the
deep sense of joy and responsibility which one feels day by day towards caring and providing
for your children, for example – which can so easily tempered when there’s shopping to be
done, and no time to do it in, when there’s a meal to get in a hurry, and you are tired and
irritable and a mountain of washing up to be done afterwards!

The list of contrasts could go on – but I’m sure you get the idea. Real parenting, (or grand-
parenting) is not, as the television or the magazine adverts would have us believe, bright, shiny
and perfect all the time – In real life, mum is not always smiling and glamorously dressed, the
children are not always well-behaved and happy, and dad is not always cheerful and full of fun.
No, in real families there are the happy times as well as the sad; there is a mixture of anger
and contentment; worry and relaxation.

Indeed, we find just this sort of thing expressed both the Old and the New Testaments. There
we also find this rich tapestry of parenting and family life which speaks of the Good along with
the Bad, the rough as well as the smooth.

In today’s Old Testament Reading, for example, we heard the story of the birth of Moses, and
the first few months of his life. No doubt there was great joy for his mother at his birth, as
there is for any loving parent, but of course there must also have been great sorrow and
sadness for her too, as she realised that, as he began to grow, she could no longer hide him
from the Egyptians, and surely great anxiety as she launched him out onto the Nile, out into
the unknown in his tiny basket!

Or think about Mary, the Mother of our Lord. She must have faced joy, wonder and
expectation when the angel announced to her that she would bear the Savour of the World.
But I wonder how she felt when she and Joseph presented him before old Simeon in the
Temple, and they were greeted with his vision of what would really become of Jesus when he
grew up – the child who would be destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and
that sword of sorrow that would pierce Mary’s soul too, as she would have to watch her child
die in helpless agony upon the cross, as all her hopes, all her expectation, all her love,
everything most dear to her would turn to all–consuming grief and bitterness.

That then is what real parenting is like. It’s a wonderful patchwork of brightness and darkness,
joy as well as sorrow, the special and the mundane. It includes troubles and tragedies that hit
us between the eyes and send us reeling, and also those moments of tender comforting which
have such power to heal and enable us to carry on.

But perhaps in the end, perhaps we shouldn’t really surprise us, for it is this rich tapestry of life
which points us more closely to the wonder of God’s parenting of us. He, who, as today’s
gospel reading puts it, ‘did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order
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that the world might be saved through him.’ He, whose aching arms of love embrace all of us,
through both the bright and the dark parts of our lives; the heavenly Father who is not there
just for the good times, not just concerned with us when everything’s going well, but whose
arms hold onto us, who mops up all our tears and set us on our feet again, whenever we are
down. Thanks be to him, Amen.

PRAYERS
In the presence of our parent God, we pray:

Loving Father, we pray for all who are persecuted for their faith, and for who following you
brings danger. We pray for those who are new to faith and those who no longer walk with you.
We thank you for the example of those whose faith shines on in their lives.
We are all your children: help us to grow in love.

Loving Father, we pray for those who are forced to leave their homes, their families or their
countries. We pray for those who, through war and famine, must watch their children die.
We are all your children: help us to grow in love.

Loving Father, we pray for all the mothering that goes on in our families and in our
communities. We pray for those who crave tenderness and are weary of the struggle to be
strong.
We are all your children: help us to grow in love.

Loving Father, we pray for all new parents and their babies, and all giving birth today. We pray
for those who are vulnerable, that they may be protected from harm.
We are all your children: help us to grow in love.

Loving Father, we pray for those whose mothers have died, and who remember them with
great affection. We pray for those mothers and grandmothers now, rejoicing in all they gave,
and commending them to your protection for ever.
We are all your children: help us to grow in love.

Loving Father, we give you thanks for the comfort you provide in all our troubles, and for the
richness of all our relationships.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION
God in heaven, we thank you for the precious gift of love, which we receive from our Mothers,
family and friends. We give you thanks for the ability to care, nurture and love which you have
set deep within us. Help us to use these gifts for the good of our families and friends and to
keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the one who loves us so much, that he gave his life for us. Amen.

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.


