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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 21st March : Lent 5 - Passion Sunday
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Alan

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
The order of service can be found on either web site.

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's latest video service is called ‘A World in Crisis’.
It's available via each Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page

Tuesday 23rd March
3-30pm Online Diocesan Lenten Bible Study over Zoom

To get the link for the course, click here
7-00pm Online Evening Service over Zoom, reflecting on the 1st anniversary of lockdown

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

Next Sunday 28th March : Lent 6 - Palm Sunday
9-30am Online Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
Video Service on Youtube

Trina's next Video Service will be online by Saturday 27th March
Short Service with Readings & Reflection

This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.

Services on TV and Radio this Week
Today on Radio Wales: 7-31am and 7.28pm Celebration for Lent 5.
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship led by the Archbishop of York
Today on BBC 1: 11-15am Sunday Worship from St Martin’s Church, Maidstone
Today on BBC 2: 1-15pm Songs of Praise from Roche Abbey, Yorkshire
Today on Radio 3: 4-00pm Choral Evensong from Eton College
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong fromWells Cathedral
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.
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Services for Holy Week and Easter
Palm Sunday 28th March: see above for Palm Sunday services
Tuesday in Holy Week 30th March: 7-00pm Online Service over Zoom
Maundy Thursday 1st April: 7-00pm Online Service over Zoom
Good Friday 2nd April: 11am - 1pm Llangors Church open for private prayer. (see below)

2pm Online Service over Zoom
There will also be a Youtube Service and a Service to read at home.

Easter Sunday 4th April: 9-30am Online Service over Zoom
10-30am Service at Llanfrynach Church (see below)
10-30am Service at Llangors Church (see below)
There will also be a Youtube Service and a service to read at home

Church Open for Private Prayer We are planing to have Llangors Church open for private prayer between
11am - 1pm on Good Friday 2nd April, for anyone who would appreciate the opportunity to spend time in quiet
reflection in church on this day. As was the case last summer, stewards will be in attendance as required by
covid regulations for churches.

Churches Opening for Worship by Easter Day All being well, and in keeping with a number of Ministry
Areas throughout the Diocese we are hoping to carefully re-open one church for worship in each parish of our
Ministry Area, in time for Easter Day. As previously this will be Llangors Church in Llyn Safaddan and
Llanfrynach Church in the Beacons Benefice. The first two services will be:-

10.30am Easter Sunday 4th April at Llangors
10.30am Easter Sunday 4th April at Llanfrynach

After Easter we will then revert to the former monthly pattern before the last lockdown, i.e.
10-30am at Llanfrynach on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month
10-30am at Llangors on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the Month

As previously, for safety services will take the form of a Service of the Word (not Communion)
Again as previously, due to the need for social distancing we will be limited in the number of people we can
accommodate at either church building. So if you want to come to a particular service could you please let
Kelvin know by phone (01874-676146) or email (see above) by mid-day on the Saturday before the Sunday
service. Under the current regulations, face masks will need to be worn so please bring one with you,
although disposable masks will also be available. Singing will not be permitted at the moment.
The Zoom service at 9-30am on Sunday Morning will of course continue, as will Trina’s weekly Youtube service,
along with the service for reading at home in the weekly notice sheet.

Mothering Sunday Posies : Very many thanks to all involved in organising, making and delivering the
Mothering Sunday Posies last week. There was an article in this week’s Diocesan Weekly Bulletin:

‘In the Beacons and Llyn Safaddan Ministry Area our
Congregations couldn’t come to church to collect their posies
this Mothering Sunday, so we took the posies to our
congregations and those in the community who were on their
own. It was all the more significant in being the second
Mothering Sunday in Lockdown.
What a joyous and poignant occasion it was to see people face
to face who we hadn’t been able to see for a long time! Staying
in touch by phone is good, but not the same as real life face to
face! We had surprise, laughter, tears of emotion, joy and much
appreciation for the posies and cards: many recipients touched

on how it is these smaller gestures in life that are so significant, especially at the moment in this pandemic. In
all we delivered around 180 posies. We had a brilliant team, making and delivering these posies through the
wind, sun, snow-showers and rain – but the weather didn’t matter, we did it together!’
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SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 21st MARCH TO USE AT HOME
Lent 5 - Passion Sunday

INTRODUCTION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Wash me thoroughly frommy wickedness and cleanse me from my sin:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Cast me not away from your presence and take not your holy spirit from me:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross we may
triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

READINGS
Jeremiah 31. 31-34
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt - a covenant that they
broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will
write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall
they teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the LORD’, for they shall all know me, from
the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember
their sin no more.

Psalm 119. 9-16
How shall young people cleanse their way : to keep themselves according to your word?
With my whole heart have I sought you : O let me not go astray from your commandments.
Your words have I hidden within my heart : that I should not sin against you.
Blessed are you, O Lord : O teach me your statutes.
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With my lips have I been telling : of all the judgements of your mouth.
I have taken greater delight in the way of your testimonies : than in all manner of riches.
I will meditate on your commandments : and contemplate your ways.
My delight shall be in your statutes : and I will not forget your word.

John 12. 20-33 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.
They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see
Jesus.’ Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus
answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies,
it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world
will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.
Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say - “Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is for
this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from
heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ The crowd standing there heard it and said
that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This voice has
come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this
world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to
myself.’ He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

REFLECTION
At first glance yoday’s reading from St. John’s gospel seems to be rather odd. A group of Greek
people, non Palestinian Jews, come to Philip, one of the disciples, and request to see
Jesus. This request is then relayed in a very round about way to Jesus, who seems to ignore it
altogether, but instead begins to speak in very oblique terms of his own coming death, and the
necessity of following him. And then we never again hear of these Greek people in the
Gospel – they simply disappear from the scene.

It just doesn’t seem to make sense. In fact this has led some scholars to suggest that there
must be some missing portion of the Gospel, some part of the story that was accidentally left,
one in which Jesus perhaps deals directly with the request, and maybe even goes to see these
mysterious Greeks. I don’t think that’s likely to be the case. Instead I rather suspect that St
John has structured this part of his gospel in this rather odd way to make a very important
point; one that turns out to be relevant not just to his own immediate audience, but to every
generation of Christians.

Well if that’s so, then what is the point? In order to answer that question we need to begin
from the premise that it really doesn’t matter at all just who those Greek people are, because
their value is mostly symbolic. That kind of thing often happens in St John’s Gospel. So
perhaps they simply represent the world outside the narrow confines of Judea and Galilee, but
a world which has already begun to ask after Jesus; already begun to wonder who he really is
and what he’s really doing. They represent, if you like, everyone who seeks; they are,
everyone, you and I. I suspect that Jesus’ refusal to deal with their request isn’t really a
refusal either. Rather it’s simply his way of dealing with their request, it’s his answer to their
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question! As it were, by what he says to them, he’s telling them – and us as well, how we
really CAN see Jesus, we really CAN know him.

That’s why this passage is actually so important – because, of course, in one way or another
we all want to see Jesus; in one way or another we are all seeking after him, even if we do so in
sometimes very different ways.

For example, for some people, seeking after Jesus involves trying to figure out who he really
was, and what he really did. For some that can be a simple process - just read the Gospels
and put together a picture – and there you will indeed see Jesus. For others it might be a
complicated and elaborate effort – a lifetime’s work of reading, scholarship and research in
which many different sources are used to arrive at the final sense of Jesus. But either way the
motivation is the same - to see Jesus and to seek him out.
For yet others, the way that they seek Jesus out, is not so much through studying his life and
teachings; rather it’s through concentrating upon his miracles – and very often, by extension,
through the exercise of a ministry of health and healing today.
Again, there are yet others who seek Jesus not so much in the more common religious sense of
the word at all, but who seek him out in a service and in love, and who find him where those
things occur. People, who sense that, whenever they are helping their fellow human beings,
whenever they are helping to alleviate suffering and pain, righting wrongs, then they discover
the face of Jesus in the midst of it all.

The truth is that there are any number of ways that people talk about seeking and seeing
Jesus. And that’s the whole point of it all; now, as back then, there are many and various ways
of making that same request as those enigmatic Greeks did:- “Sir we wish to see Jesus.”

That then, is perhaps why this passage matters so much. But then St. John goes on to point
us to the primary way that he believes we can see him. Oddly enough, St John offers a
completely different answer to that question of where we do find Jesus. It isn’t in historical
reconstruction, finding out just who he really was. It isn’t in his teaching, in figuring out what
Jesus would do in any given situation. It isn’t in the healing, it isn’t in the faces of
others. Though all of these are very important, and in ways inspiring to us all, St John actually
points us in another direction altogether. For him, all who would seek Jesus must begin by
looking at the cross. That’s where we will see Jesus him as he truly is. Some Greeks come
and ask to see Jesus. And Jesus surprises everyone by speaking of death and resurrection, and
of drawing the whole world to himself in that way. That, then IS his answer. You want to see
me? Look there, look at the cross.

It’s a hard answer, of course, even for confessed Christians. Given the chance, we want to see
Jesus exercising power in some way that fits in with how power is normally used. We want to
see Jesus being glorious in some way that looks like glory as we understand it. We want to see
Jesus in ways which we can feel comfortable with, not being expressed through an
execution. Yet this ultimately IS the way in which we truly know him – the way which the
world counts as folly and loss – the way of the cross – the way that leads to resurrection.
As we begin to approach another Holy Week, as our thoughts turn to the Passion, may we
indeed find in the cross, the fullness of Christ’s presence, in our hearts, in our lives and in the
Church. Amen.
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PRAYERS
As we approach the first anniversary of the UK lockdown on Tuesday

Reflect
Loving God, you hold all our times in your hands, our past, our present, our future. Be close to
us now as we remember all the difficulties and disappointments of the past year. Be especially
close to all of us who are thinking of someone we loved and knew, but see no longer, whether
family, friend, colleague or neighbour. Help us to trust that they are at peace with you, and
comfort us with your presence. Amen
Connect
Loving God, you place us in families and communities, and we give you thanks for all those
around us who serve us and help us in so many ways. Give wisdom to community leaders, to
our schools, hospitals, care homes and other agencies who make a difference to our lives. Help
each of us to have the courage to reach out with thanks and kindness to those around us and
to speak words of faith as we share the good news of your love. Amen
Hope
Loving God, as we journey towards Easter, help us to live as people of hope, knowing that
beyond the pain of the cross lies the joy of resurrection. Inspire us in our worship, through our
churches and in our homes, that we may bring glory to you and joy to others. Be with those
who are struggling in mind, body or spirit, and give courage to those who are facing
uncertainty and change ahead. Help each of us to keep our eyes fixed on you, that we may
reflect your light to all whom we meet. Amen
A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may
rejoice in your comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen
A prayer for all who mourn
Gracious God, as we remember before you the thousands who have died, surround us and all
who mourn with your strong compassion. Be gentle with us in our grief, protect us from
despair, and give us grace to persevere and face the future with hope in Jesus Christ our risen
Lord. Amen.
A prayer remembering the departed
Lord of all, we praise you for all whom we love but see no longer, who have entered into their
rest. Give us grace to follow in their footsteps as they followed in the way of your Son. Thank
you for the memory of those you have called to yourself: by each memory, turn our hearts
from things seen to things unseen, and lead us till we come to the eternal rest you have
prepared for your people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION
May Christ give us grace to grow in holiness, to deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow
him. And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.


