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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 7th March : Lent 3
9-30am Online Service over Zoom on the theme of Fairtrade led by Trina

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
The order of service is attached to the email this newsheet came with.

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's latest video service is called ‘Celebrating Fairtrade’.
It's available via each Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page

Tuesday 9th March
3-30pm Online Diocesan Lenten Bible Study over Zoom

To register for the course, click here
7-00pm Online Evening Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

Thursday 11th March
4-30pm Online Study Group over Zoom - ‘The Cross over the City’

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

Next Sunday 14th March : Lent 4 / Mothering Sunday
9-30am Online Mothering Sunday Service over Zoom led by Kelvin & Liz

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
Video Service on Youtube

Trina's next Video Service will be online by Saturday 11th March
Short Service with Readings & Reflection

This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.
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SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am and 7.28pm Celebration from Caernarfon.
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship from the With Community for young people.
Today on BBC 1: 11-30am Sunday Worship from All Saints, Hale Barns, Manchester
Today on BBC1: 1-15pm Songs of Praise with Katherine Jenkins
Today on Radio 3: 3pm Choral Evensong from Christchurch Cathedral, Oxford
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-15pm Choral Evensong from Kings College Cambridge.
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.

LENT 2021
We are running a short weekly reflective evening service at 7-00pm each Tuesday throughout
Lent. This is via Zoom and the link is the same one as for the Sunday Zoom service. Please see
above for details.

You can also join our regular study group meeting over Zoom which next meets on Thursday
11th March on ‘The cross over the city’. There are further details here or you can contact one
of the clergy for details on how to join.

There is also the Diocesan Lenten Bible study - “From Death to Life: Jesus, Israel, and the
Transformation of Death”. Canon Mark Clavier will be leading a Lenten Bible Study via Zoom
that will walk participants through the key Scriptures for understanding the crucifixion and its
ramifications. All from our Diocese are welcome to join each Tuesday from 3.30 - 4.30pm,
starting on 23 February. To register for the course, click here After registering, you will
receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
Church in Wales – Weekly reflections and prayers / Daily insights

The Church in Wales theme for Lent this year is “Re:Lent – beginning again”. Each week, its
Re:lent web page is sharing new reflections from our bishops, prayers, and also inspiring
stories from people and places across Wales. The web page will also share insights every day
from Canon Trystan Owain Hughes’ new devotional book, “Opening Our Lives”. The Re:Lent
web page will be updated daily over the six weeks of Lent.

Lent appeal The Re:Lent web page also gives details of the Church in Wales Lent Appeal for its
Centenary Fund to help people in need at home and overseas. This year it’s Housing Justice
Cymru at home helping secure tenancies for vulnerable people, while overseas it’s Christian
Aid working with the Episcopal Church of South Sudan to bring peace to the war-torn country.

https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475/activities/
https://churchinwales.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6725f74d347693ce177491953&id=cdba49abb8&e=06a58404e1
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/faith/lent/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/faith/lent/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/faith/lent/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/faith/lent/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/faith/lent/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/faith/lent/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/our-campaigns/centenary-appeal/
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SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 7th MARCH TO USE AT HOME
LENT 3

INTRODUCTION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with
the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A time of silence for reflection, then:

Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness and cleanse me from my sin:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Cast me not away from your presence and take not your holy spirit from me:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by
his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and
entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of
the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

READINGS
Exodus 20. 1-17
Then God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make
for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or
worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of
parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast
love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. You
shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit
anyone who misuses his name. Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you
shall labour and do all your work. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God; you
shall not do any work - you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your
livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the
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Sabbath day and consecrated it. Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may
be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not
commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.
You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male
or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.

Psalm 19. 7-14
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul : the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives
wisdom to the simple.
The statutes of the Lord are right and rejoice the heart : the commandment of the Lord is
pure and gives light to the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever : the judgements of the Lord are true and
righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey,
dripping from the honeycomb.
By them also is your servant taught : and in keeping them there is great reward.
Who can tell how often they offend? : O cleanse me from my secret faults!
Keep your servant also from presumptuous sins lest they get dominion over me : so shall I be
undefiled, and innocent of great offence.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight : O
Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

John 2. 13-22 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at
their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep
and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their
tables. He told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making
my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your
house will consume me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing
this?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews
then said, ‘This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up
in three days?’ But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the
word that Jesus had spoken.

REFLECTION
Sometimes God’s way of doing things can leave us puzzled and scratching our heads and
wondering, "why did he do it that way? What's going on here?"

Today’s Gospel is perhaps a good example of this. There we find Jesus going into the temple
and chasing out the animal sellers and money changers, as they were going about their
business. Why did he do that? Why did he become so angry that he had, what might be
described as a self destructive public tantrum? After all on other occasions he’d managed to
deal calmly with public attacks and tricky questions set for him by people who were trying to
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embarrass and discredit him. What was it, then that cost him his calm control on this occasion?
What was it that made him behave so apparently oddly?

Perhaps a clue, of sorts, is found in today’s Old Testament reading. There it’s made
abundantly clear in the 10 commandments, that God’s way of doing things is so often different
from the way in which we might naturally do or understand things. Take for example the 1st
commandment - you shall have no other gods before me. That was certainly odd at the time.
Moses and his followers had just fled from the land of Egypt, which had a whole plethora of
gods. But they were to have just the one! And not only that, they were to make no physical
representation of this one God to use in worship. That was odd too. Moses and his followers
would have been used to the temples and idols of Egypt, with their culture of worship that
assumed that the magnificence of the temples, the gold of the idols, and the jewels that
adorned them, were all demonstrative of the power of these Egyptian deities. It’s all very odd
indeed - surely a God as powerful as the One who had gathered his people under Moses, who
had persuaded Pharaoh to let his people go, who had parted the waters of the Red Sea and
allowed his people to cross safely to the other side, surely such a God this powerful would
WANT rich symbols of himself displayed and worshipped. Yet here is this strange God not only
saying no to this natural human compulsion, but forbidding it outright in the strongest terms
imaginable.

Or again, take the Commandment about working only six days and doing nothing at all on the
seventh day, save reserving it as a Sabbath to the Lord. If ever we needed evidence that God's
ways can be very different from the ways of the world, then here it is. For to refuse to work
every seventh day just looked plain crazy to everyone else. Indeed every culture that
surrounded the Israelites had to work every day, just to produce enough to survive. In Egypt,
as in any agricultural economy, farmers knew you worked as the weather directed. What if the
seventh day is just the bright sunny one you have been waiting for to plant, cultivate, or
harvest? Yet here was this strange God commanding that his people rest regardless of the
circumstances, and trusting that would provide enough for them. It was no wonder, then,
that these people were actually viewed with scepticism by their neighbours. But then,
perhaps that was really the whole point of it all – for if they were to be an effective witness to
the world, of God's presence and nature, perhaps they had to be different, even peculiar to
those around them. If they were to lead the world to the knowledge and love of God perhaps
they had to look and live differently from the culture of the ordinary and everyday. Perhaps
they had to reflect the nature of God rather than the nature of the world.

All of which brings us back to Jerusalem and to Jesus standing in the temple. Jerusalem, of
course, is the Holy City, the centre of religious life, and the temple it’s most holy place, the
most sacred of places. And so, in a people who are supposedly set apart, and commanded to
behave in "different" ways, to reflect the very nature of God, one would expect this place of all
places to invoke the most holy of feelings. Yet what Jesus finds, of course, is really no different
from the street outside the temple gates. In this most holy of places he finds that the same
kinds of cheating and dishonesty are going on as everywhere else. It’s not suprising, then that
Jesus looses his temper – for this holy place had come to look just like the marketplace. What
should have been a model of another way of living, of relating to one another, an example of
God's way, had become no different from the way of the world.
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And of course all this sort of thing has implications for us as well. As Christians, we are called
to be witnesses to our neighbours, not their clones. But if our lives are no different from those
of everyone else, then what’s the point of it all? If the ways in which we conduct our affairs
become indistinguishable from the ways of the world, then how can we really accomplish the
words of the Lord's Prayer when we ask for God's help that "thy kingdom come, they will be
done?"

And so, yes during this Lenten time perhaps we need to ponder upon the energy with which
Jesus made that whip of cords to drive out the animal sellers out of the temple, and
overturning the tables of the money changers. And above all, we need to discover for
ourselves how that same strength, courage, and righteousness can also uphold us each day of
our lives, as we indeed seek to be in the world, but also, somehow not quite of it. Amen.

PRAYERS
As God has called us, so we come to pray.
We pray for the Church, the Body of Christ, with all its collected gifts and weaknesses; give us
the grace to recognise that in your grace we are one.
May we hear you, Lord: and want to obey

We pray for the world in all its beauty and richness; give us the desire to share our plant’s
resources, to care for its people’s well-being, and to foster peace and justice for all.
May we hear you, Lord: and want to obey

We pray for those we love - those we can see each day, and those we are unable to see and
whom we miss; help us to cherish one another as we try to live the loving way of your
commands.
May we hear you, Lord: and want to obey

We pray for all victims of selfish or violent acts, and for those lives are trapped in sin. We pray
for those who are ill and fearful. Make us more sensitive to their needs.
May we hear you, Lord: and want to obey

We remember those who have died and for those who now miss their physical presence.
Have mercy on them; may they, and we in our turn, rest in the peace of your unforlding.
May we hear you, Lord: and want to obey

We give you thanks for the loving example of Jesus, who was obedient even to death and who
strengthens us in all goodness.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION
May Christ give us grace to grow in holiness, to deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow
him. And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.


