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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 11th April : Easter 2
9-30am Online Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
The order of service can be found on either web site.

10-30am Service at Llangors Church
please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday if you’d like to come to this

11-30am Family Church over Zoom
Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's latest video service is called ‘Celebrating Doubters’.
You can find it via either Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page

Next Sunday 18th April : Easter 3
9-30am Online Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Service at Llanfrynach Church

please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday 17th April if you’d like to come to this
Video Service on Youtube

Trina's next Sunday Video Service will be online by Saturday 17th April
Short Service with Readings & Reflection.

This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.

Services on TV and Radio this Week
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am & 7-30pm Celebration from Newport
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship.
Today on BBC 1: 1-15pm Songs of Praise from Newstead Abbey
Today on Radio 3: 3-00pm Choral Evensong from St Matthew’s, Westminster
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong fromWorcester Cathedral
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.
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Churches Opening for Worship
Llanfrynach and Llangors Churches are now both open for Sunday worship following this
pattern:

10-30am at Llanfrynach on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month
10-30am at Llangors on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the Month

As previously, for safety, services will take the form of a Service of the Word. Again as
previously, due to the need for social distancing we will be limited in the number of people we
can accommodate at either church building. So if you want to come to a particular service
could you please let Kelvin know by phone (01874-676146) or email (see above) by mid-day
on the Saturday before the Sunday service. Under the current regulations, face masks will
need to be worn so please bring one with you, although disposable masks will also be
available. Singing is still not permitted at the moment, although we will be able to play music
and hymns on a sound system and/or organ.

SUNDAY 11th APRIL. A SERVICE FOR READING AT HOME

INTRODUCTION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Alleluia! Christ is risen: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Father of glory, holy and eternal, look upon us now in power and mercy. May your strength
overcome our weakness, your radiance transform our blindness, and your Spirit draw us to
that love shown and offered to us by your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. Let us renew our resolve to have
done with all that is evil and confess our sins in penitence and faith:

Keep a time of silence to reflect on sins and shortcomings, then say:

Like Mary at the empty tomb, we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

Like the disciples behind locked doors, we are afraid to be seen as your followers.
Christ have mercy: Christ have mercy.

Like Thomas in the upper room we are slow to believe.
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

May Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us and set us free from
sin, strengthen us in goodness and keep us in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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THE EASTER ANTHEMS
Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us: so let us celebrate the feast,
Not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.
Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: death has no more dominion over him.
In dying he died to sin once for all: in living he lives to God.
See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Christ has been raised from the dead: the first fruits of those who sleep.
For as by man came death: by man has come also the resurrection of the dead;
For as in Adam all die: even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

EASTER 2 COLLECT
Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins and to rise again for our
justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness that we may always
serve you in pureness of living and truth; through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

READINGS
Acts 4. 32-35
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great
grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

1 John 1.1 - 2.2
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of
life - this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal
life that was with the Father and was revealed to us - we declare to you what we have seen
and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be
complete.
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him
there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all
sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in
us.
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My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning
sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

John 20. 19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.’
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand
in his side, I will not believe.’
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he
said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my
side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to
him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have come to believe.’
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

REFLECTION
What is faith? Is it just believing something to be true or not? Or is it somehow more than
that? The 16th Century Reformer, Martin Luther certainly thought so. For him, faith had to
do with more than just believing that something is true or not. For him faith meant being
prepared to act on that belief - setting the heart upon something, or putting real trust in
something or someone. In short, for Luther, the difference between believing that something
might be true, and and having real faith in it, is that the first is abstract and general - knowing
some thing might be be true, but it doesn’t necessarily make any difference to our our lives, to
be true doesn’t barely affects our lives. But the second, faith, is always specific and personal;
as it were having faith in something, really does make all the difference to our lives - it changes
everything.

All of which brings us to our gospel reading for today - the story of Doubting Thomas. It’s
the evening of the first Easter Day, and the disciples are gathered, fearfully, behind closed
doors, and then the risen Lord appears to them, but Thomas is not with them on this occasion.
Later, when these disciples tell him that they’ve seen the Lord, Thomas is sceptical and says,
that unless he see the mark of the nails in Jesus’ hands, and puts his finger in the mark of the
nails and his hand in his side, then he will not believe.” One week, on the risen Lord appears to
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his disciples again, but this time Thomas is among them. Jesus, picks up on what Thomas had
earlier said to the others, and tells him to see his hands and to touch his side. And Thomas
responds simply by saying, “My Lord and my God.”
Now I suppose that there’s a lot that can be said about this passage, certainly more than can
possibly be said in a single reflection. We could think about the relationship between faith
and doubt, or between evidence and belief, for example. But I don’t want to do that now.
Instead I just what to focus rather on the trust and confidence that underlies Thomas’
statement ‘My Lord and my God.’

Part of the reason for this focus is because the Greek word in the original text of the gospel
here, which is translated as ’to believe actually means rather more than that; beyond just
belief, there’s the idea of ‘confidence’, ‘trust’, even ‘real faith’, as well. Moreover, isn’t it
striking that Thomas’ confession of faith is laid out not in some sort of general statement such
as ‘It is the Lord’, for example, but rather in deeply personal language, in that declaration
‘My Lord and my God.’ There’s no doubt an element of belief in this statement, but as I say,
there’s much more in this than just that. It’s also about personal trust and faith in the risen
Christ as “my Lord and my God.” In other words it’s not unlike like Luther’s notion of faith as
trust, as that upon which we set our heart. What we have here, from Thomas, is indeed not
just an abstract statement about the crucified and risen Christ, but rather a specific and
personal statement about Thomas’ faith that the crucified and risen Lord is there for him and
for his salvation.

And of course, it’s this type of faith that makes all the difference, because it’s basically the
good news of Easter becoming real in the heart of Thomas. That Thomas now believes in the
risen Christ means that he has confidence and trust that the promises of God are true, are
trustworthy, and not just in some general and abstract way, but personally, for him. His Lord
and his God has been raised from the dead, and that means that everything has indeed
changed. Cruelty is not the last word. Death doesn’t get the last laugh. Sin and death and evil
are not the ultimate powers of the universe. Jesus Christ is risen from the dead, and
forgiveness and love and life are the final realities of the universe. Thomas, and we need no
longer be afraid. The power of God is stronger than the tomb. God has conquered the future
and promised us a share in the eternal life of Christ. He and we can not lead our lives with
courage and with confidence because the Lord of all life is on our side.

It’s worth remembering this then - that when Thomas sees the risen Christ and he says, “My
Lord and my God.”, this is for him more than simply a matter of historical knowledge. Rather,
it’s really about the transformation of Thomas’ whole life, because in the risen Christ, and in
his wounds, he sees his Lord and his God, who is there for him and for his salvation. The most
important part of the story is not that Thomas can put his hands in the nail marks or in the
side of Christ, but rather that he can now put his trust in his Lord and God. May that be so
for us as well. Amen.
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PRAYERS FOLLOWING THE DEATH OF HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH
God of our lives, we give thanks for the life of Prince Philip, for his love of our country, and for
his devotion to duty. We entrust him now to your love and mercy, through our Redeemer
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Merciful God, be close to all who mourn, especially The Queen and all members of the Royal
Family. May they know the comfort of your love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Eternal God, we give thanks for the life of Prince Philip, founder of the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award. We remember his vision and imagination, his interest in young people and his support
for them. Inspire us with the same commitment to serve friend, neighbour, and stranger alike,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

INTERCESSIONS
Jesus, light of the world, bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, bread of life, give food to the hungry, and nourish us all with your word.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, be with us and all who follow you in the way. Deepen our
appreciation of your truth and fill us with your life. Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, recover the straggler, bind up the
injured, strengthen the sick and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, the resurrection and the life, we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in
you. Raise us with them to eternal life. Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us, accept our
prayers, and be with us always. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven…….

CONCLUSION
Alleluia. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Thou art risen, O Lord! Rise up, my heart, give thanks, rejoice! And do thou, O Lord, deign to
enter it despite the shut doors. Shew me thy hands and thy side,that it is thou thyself. Send me
about thy business, servant of the living King, the King of kings; and hide my life in thine for
ever and ever. Eric Milner-White

May God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, strengthen us to walk
with him in his risen life; and may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.


