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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 18th April : Easter 3
9-30am Online Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
The order of service can be found on either web site.

10-30am Service at Llanfrynach Church
please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday if you’d like to come to this

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's latest video service is available to view via eith Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page

Next Sunday 25th April : Easter 4
9-30am Online Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10-30am Service at Llangors Church

please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday 24th April if you’d like to come to this
Video Service on Youtube

Trina's next Sunday Video Service will be online by Saturday 24th April
Short Service with Readings & Reflection.

This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.

Services on TV and Radio this Week
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am & 7-30pm Celebration from Llantwit Major
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship - the road to Emmaus
Today on BBC 1: 1-15pm Songs of Praise from York
Today on Radio 3: 3-00pm Choral Evensong from Worcester Cathedral
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from St Matthew’s Church, Westminster
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.
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Churches Opening for Worship
Llanfrynach and Llangors Churches are now both open for Sunday worship
following this pattern:

10-30am at Llanfrynach on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month
10-30am at Llangors on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the Month

As previously, for safety, services will take the form of a Service of the Word.
Again as previously, due to the need for social distancing we will be limited in the
number of people we can accommodate at either church building. So if you want
to come to a particular service could you please let Kelvin know by phone (01874-
676146) or email (see above) by mid-day on the Saturday before the Sunday
service. Under the current regulations, face masks will need to be worn so please
bring one with you, although disposable masks will also be available. Singing is
still not permitted at the moment, although we will be able to play music and
hymns on a sound system and/or organ.

Henry Vaughan 400th Anniversary This year marks 400 years since the birth of
Henry Vaughan and his twin brother Thomas in 1621. Provisional plans were put
in place to celebrate this milestone a few years ago but unfortunately due to
current Covid restrictions these plans have obviously had to be amended, and the
normal afternoon Evensong service to mark the anniversary of Henry Vaughan’s
death cannot be held in Llansantffraed Church.
However the Vaughan Association is hosting a Zoom ‘400th Birthday Event’ online
next Sunday 25 April between 4.00pm to 6.00pm. This will include a recording of
the annual wreath laying at Henry Vaughan’s grave, a presentation on the Henry
Vaughan Garden in Talybont-on-Usk and other items of interest. Further
information along with instructions on how to join all or part of the afternoon’s
celebration can be found in this link:

https://brecknocksociety.co.uk/news/vaughan-400th-birthday-celebration/
This link also gives details of a BBC Radio Wales programme on Henry Vaughan to
be broadcast this Sunday 18 April at 9-00am (‘All Things Considered’), and which
will subsequently be available on on the BBC Sounds catchup service.
The 400th anniversary of the birth of Henry Vaughan will also feature in Trina’s
YouTube service for next Sunday 25 April.

https://brecknocksociety.co.uk/news/vaughan-400th-birthday-celebration/
https://brecknocksociety.co.uk/news/vaughan-400th-birthday-celebration/
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SUNDAY 18th APRIL. A SERVICE FOR READING AT HOME
INTRODUCTION

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Alleluia! Christ is risen: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Father of glory, holy and eternal, look upon us now in power and mercy. May your strength
overcome our weakness, your radiance transform our blindness, and your Spirit draw us to
that love shown and offered to us by your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. Let us renew our resolve to have done
with all that is evil and confess our sins in penitence and faith:

Keep a time of silence to reflect on sins and shortcomings, then say:

Like Mary at the empty tomb, we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

Like the disciples behind locked doors, we are afraid to be seen as your followers.
Christ have mercy: Christ have mercy.

Like Thomas in the upper room we are slow to believe.
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

May Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us and set us free
from sin, strengthen us in goodness and keep us in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE EASTER ANTHEMS
Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us: so let us celebrate the feast,
Not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.
Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: death has no more dominion over him.
In dying he died to sin once for all: in living he lives to God.
See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Christ has been raised from the dead: the first fruits of those who sleep.
For as by man came death: by man has come also the resurrection of the dead;
For as in Adam all die: even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

EASTER 3 COLLECT Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples with the
sight of the risen Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with us, that we may be
strengthened and sustained by his risen life and serve you continually in righteousness and
truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
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READINGS
Acts 3. 12-19
When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or
why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his
servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had
decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a
murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To
this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong,
whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health
in the presence of all of you.
‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God
fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.

Luke 24. 36b-48
Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were startled
and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it
is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I
have.’ And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy
they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’
They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence.
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you - that
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus
it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.

REFLECTION
God, it seems, is always more than willing to surprise and delight us; and sometimes even
shock us or disappoint us. Take the experience of the disciples, for example. From the very
beginning of Jesus’ ministry, they had seen the miracles that he was performing; they had
listened to his teaching; they’d seen how he was attracting so many people. No doubt they’d
thought he looked like a sure winner, and so they’d joined his cause, in part perhaps hoping
that one day they’d end up sitting in glory with him, when he came into his earthly kingdom.
But what they certainly hadn’t expected, of course, was for this winner to apparently ‘lose’ so
badly in the end.

Indeed when Jesus was making his triumphal entry into Jerusalem none of the disciples could
have anticipated the way things would end on Good Friday. Nor, for that matter could they
have ever imagined that while they were trying to come to terms with his death, that several
women would come and tell them that they’d seen Jesus, and that he was alive; nor that two
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disciples would return from Emmaus and tell the others how Jesus had walked with them; of
how they had experienced him in the breaking of bread.

And now, while they were trying to make sense of it all and to put it all into some sort of
perspective, Jesus himself had suddenly appeared in their midst. First, he was dead; and now
he was not – God it seems is indeed the God of shock and surprise and delight.

And so it would go on of course - just a couple of months later, while the religious and civil
leaders were finally comfortable in the knowledge that they had at last rid themselves of that
nuisance of a carpenter from Galilee, here was Peter started in their Temple, telling people
that Jesus was alive again, and that he was the Messiah for whom they’ve been longing. Once
again the God of shock and surprise, but this time, for those religious and them of
disappointment too.

So it can be, with us as well. Just when we think we’ve got things under control; just when we
think we’ve God all neatly figured out and nailed down, he somehow manages to wriggle free
and amaze, delight and surprise us, and, occassionally disappoint or even scandalise us by
what he does. Like the disciples, we are startled, sometimes even terrified, at the many and
various ways the Risen Lord can comes into our live and of how he manages to shake things
up for us. For it seems that God just doesn’t like us to be complacent - maybe he may even
enjoy failing to meet our limited and self-centred expectations of him.

Or to put it another way, perhaps we’ve really engaged in a kind of wrestling match with God;
trying to force him to conform to our world view, force him into our ways of doing things, our
ways of seeing things - but of course he just won’t do. The Easter story reminds us that things
are never the way they seem to be and certainly they are often dramatically different from
the way we’d like them to be. As one Good Friday prayer so aptly puts it:-

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light ... let the whole world see and know that
things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being
made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all
things were made

The Resurrection of Jesus is indeed the most unexpected, and surprising, and amazing, and,
even to some, the most shocking act of God. So if we are ever to hope to keep up with with
this God who is ever going before us, then perhaps we do indeed need to be able to loosen
our grip on some of the things which we hold near and so dear to our religiously-minded
hearts – our ways of doing things, our ways of understanding how God works in the world –
and start afresh, anew, only this time, following God, rather than trying to lead Him.

As one writer has put it:-
Every year the dull and dead in us meets our Easter challenge: to be open to the unexpected, to
believe beyond our security, to welcome God in every form, and to trust in him.

Today, as he did two thousand years ago, Jesus still stands in the midst of his followers, saying
those very same words:
Peace be with you. Why are you frightened? Why do doubts arise in your hearts?
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The Eastertide message calls us to look for Jesus in all areas of our life, of course – but perhaps
especially in those areas where we are least comfortable venturing. It calls was to be willing
to be surprised, amazed and delighted, to see where the Risen Christ has gone, and to follow
where he calls us to go. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
May God be glorified as we commit ourselves to the work of prayer, interceding for those in
need.
In our worship, and in our openness to the Spirit, in the Church’s longing and outreach, in
priest and people, and in all seekers and honest doubters,
in all this:may God be glorified.

In our mission, in our peacemaking, in the struggle to uphold justice, in the aid given to the
hungry and homeless,
in all this:may God be glorified.

In the loving and costly commitment of mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters, daughters
and sons, in the determination to forgive and be forgiven, in all lives shared and cherished,
in all this:may God be glorified.

In the work of nursing , comforting and healing, in the daily patient struggle with pain and
weakness, and in the practical, good-humoured caring,
in all this:may God be glorified.

In the twilight years and the facing of death, in lives well lived and now breaking into eternity,
in all this:may God be glorified.

In the freedom offered through forgiveness, in the joy of Resurrection life, in the hope of
eternity,
in all this:may God be glorified.

Our Father who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION
Alleluia. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

May God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, strengthen us to walk
with him in his risen life; and may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.


