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This Sunday 25th April : Easter 4 - Good Shepherd Sunday
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Liz

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
The order of service can be found on either web site.

10.30am Service at Llangors Church
Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday if you’d like to come to this

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's latest video service is called ‘Celebrating the NHS’
It's available to view via each Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page

Next Sunday 2nd May : Easter 5
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Kelvin

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
10.30am Service at Llanfrynach Church

Please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday 1st May if you’d like to come to this
Video Service on Youtube

Trina's next Video Service will be online by Saturday 1st May
Short Service with Readings & Reflection

This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration, with Rev Beverly Ramsden in Llandudno
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship: The Gift of Relationships
Today on BBC 2: 1-15pm Songs of Praise: Spring in Salford, with Kate Botley
Today on Radio 3 3pm Choral Evensong from St Matthew's Church Westminster
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong from St Peter's, Eaton Square
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.
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CHURCHES OPENING FOR WORSHIP Llanfrynach and Llangors Churches are both open for Sunday worship
following this pattern:

10-30am at Llanfrynach on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month
10-30am at Llangors on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the Month

As previously, due to the need for social distancing we are limited in the number of people we can
accommodate at either church building. So if you want to come to a particular service could you please let
Kelvin know by phone (01874-676146) or email (see above) by mid-day on the Saturday before the Sunday
service. Under the current regulations, face masks will need to be worn so please bring one with you,
although disposable masks will also be available. Singing is still not permitted at the moment, although we
will be able to play music and hymns on a sound system and/or organ.

HENRY VAUGHAN 400th ANNIVERSARY This year marks 400 years since the birth of Henry Vaughan and his
twin brother Thomas in 1621. Provisional plans were put in place to celebrate this milestone a few years ago
but unfortunately due to current Covid restrictions these plans have obviously had to be amended, and the
normal afternoon Evensong service to mark the anniversary of Henry Vaughan’s death cannot be held in
Llansantffraed Church. However the Vaughan Association is hosting a Zoom ‘400th Birthday Event’ online this
Sunday 25 April between 4.00pm to 6.00pm. This will include a recording of the annual wreath laying at
Henry Vaughan’s grave carried out under Covid restrictions, a presentation on the Henry Vaughan Garden in
Talybont-on-Usk and other items of interest. Further information along with instructions on how to join all or
part of the afternoon’s celebration can be found in this link:

https://brecknocksociety.co.uk/news/vaughan-400th-birthday-celebration/

This link also gives details of a BBC Radio Wales programme on Henry Vaughan which was broadcast last
Sunday and which is now available to download and listen to on the BBC Sounds app or webpage:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000v806

Trina’s YouTube service (see above) this week also celebrates and give thanks for Henry Vaughan’s life, and
also at this time the dedication of doctors, nurses and carers across the years. The service includes the
recording of the wreath-laying at Henry Vaughan’s grave..

Starting from late April there is a display of books, artwork and objects related to Henry Vaughan at y Gaer,
Brecon starting in late April. Further details can be found on on y Gaer’s website:

https://www.ygaerpowys.org.uk/

RETIREMENT OF ARCHBISHOP JOHN As many will know, Archbishop John retires at the beginning of May
this year, after serving as Bishop of Swansea and Brecon since 2008, and as Archbishop of Wales since 2017.
His final service will be next Sunday 2nd May at Brecon Cathedral. This will be livestreamed on the Cathedral
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/BreconCathedral/ and will also be available to watch later. We wish
Archbishop John and his wife Jo a long and happy retirement.

We were delighted to welcome Archbishop John to Llanfrynach the
other day, when he came to plant a new Rowen tree in the churchyard.
Here’s a photo of the event:

The Electoral College of the Church in Wales is due to meet in
September to elect a new Bishop of Swansea and Brecon, and will then
meet again at a later date in order to elect a new Archbishop of Wales.
Interestingly the various Deanery Youth and Family Officers in the
Diocese are keen to find out the views and thoughts of young people in
the Diocese on the new bishop and feed these into the process of
consultation before the Electoral College meets. You can find out more
about this here:

https://freeonlinesurveys.com/s/Rt2atB72#/0
https://freeonlinesurveys.com/s/kjQQX9Zw#/0

Archbishop John has also recorded an interesting video in which
children and youfg people ask him questions about the role of a bishop.
You can view this here: https://youtu.be/JzxyYObv0iE
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SUNDAY 18th APRIL. A SERVICE FOR READING AT HOME
Good Shepherd Sunday - Comfort and challenge

INTRODUCTION
Jesus said, 'I am the good shepherd. And I lay down my life for the sheep Alleluia.

John 10:14,15

You may wish to light a candle
The light of Christ: Thanks be to God.
Alleluia, Christ is risen: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Our first step in really meeting Jesus is realising where we have gone wrong.
These challenging words, from one of today's readings, lead us to confess our sins:

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us - and we ought to lay down our lives for
one another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a
brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 1 John 3. 16-24

Heavenly Father, we have sinned in thought, word and deed, and have failed to do what we
ought to have done. We are sorry and truly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ
who died for us, forgive us all that is past and lead us in His way to walk as children of light.
Amen.

May Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us and set us free
from sin, strengthen us in goodness and keep us in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE EASTER ANTHEMS  
Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us: so let us celebrate the feast,  
Not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth. 
Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: death has no more dominion over him.  
In dying he died to sin once for all: in living he lives to God.  
See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Christ has been raised from the dead: the first fruits of those who sleep. 
For as by man came death: by man has come also the resurrection of the dead;  
For as in Adam all die: even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

THE EASTER 4 COLLECT Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life:
raise us, who trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, that we may seek
those things which are above, where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.



READINGS
Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd : therefore can I lack nothing.
He makes me lie down in green pastures : and leads me be/side still waters.
He shall refresh my soul : and guide me in the paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil :
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me :
you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full.

Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me : all the days of my life :
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Acts 4. 5-12
The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they
had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, ‘By what power or by what name
did you do this?’ Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and
elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and
are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of
Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is “the stone that
was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.” There is salvation in no one
else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be
saved.’

John 10. 11-18
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand,
who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the
sheep and runs away - and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs
away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my
own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay
down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this
reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have
power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.’

REFLECTION Comfort - and challenge
I expect you don't have to go far from where you are to see or hear sheep! Here in
Llanhamlach, the sheep seem to be constantly on the move, now in one field, now in another,
and giving a challenge to all the dog walkers in the village! We don't have actual wolves here,
but a dog running wild could be a real threat. Our pictures of the Good shepherd - and our
music - are almost without fail comforting pictures of love and trust, which of course we need,
particularly these days. But one commentator points out you never see a picture of Jesus
actually facing a pack of wild animals, desperately trying to keep the sheep together - of



course if they make a run for it on their own, without him, as we so often do, they are even
more vulnerable and likely to be picked off.
But can you see, this is exactly what Jesus is doing, particularly in the last few days of his life:
in his teaching about the vital importance of 'being one' and about loving one another just as
he loves us, in sharing the broken bread and wine, and finally in facing down all the ravening
wolves in the world, on the cross.
I am the good shepherd, I lay down my life for the sheep.
Now in the world we live in, I don't think we would ever expect a shepherd to die for the sake
of his sheep. It's completely the other way round! What are sheep for, ultimately? Lambs
might make sweet pets, but their real purpose in life is to die for the shepherd - or the farmer
- and make him or her rich. Nor would most shepherds spend an unlimited amount of time
searching for the one lost sheep. Shepherds are not the Mountain rescue team. This is not
the main point of the image here, of course, but even to Jesus' hearers, familiar with farming
as many of us are, his pictures of selfless shepherds may have seemed slightly strange. What
we see is just how different God's ways are from the ways of the commercial world. He
always has time for those who are not worth much in the world's eyes.
There are other challenges in our readings too. In their contexts both our readings present
real, deep challenges to the hearers, as they do to us today..
Jesus is arguing with the Pharisees - again - and leaves them and everyone present in a real
quandary. He was in trouble for healing a blind man on the Sabbath, the Pharisees had
expelled the man from the synagogue, and Jesus went looking for him - this lost sheep - and
the argument develops, with Jesus developing his wonderful image of the Good Shepherd.
Where does the discussion lead? 'Many of them said, "he is raving mad" but others said, "Can
a demon open the eyes of the blind?" And of course, that question stands for us too. If we
think we know the answer, where does it lead us?
Certainly not to stand still.
Restless Peter is also in trouble: he has healed a crippled beggar, and is claiming it was done
by the power of Jesus. The authorities felt they had to do something to keep control, so they
put the disciples in prison and questioned them next morning. This is where our reading
opens. You might think Peter would find some conciliatory and general words, for example,
this healing showed the power of our God, but no, he comes straight out and says "It is by the
name of Jesus Christ whom YOU crucified..." Again, the authorities could not decide what to
do, because the healed man was standing there, as living proof, in a huge crowd, so 'after
further threats they let them go.' When we see the loving power of God displayed, even if it is
not in the tidy controlled way we expect, what do we think?
There are also challenges in our wonderful psalm, besides that powerful image of being in the
valley of the shadow of death. I always remember our Bishop John , when he preached on
this psalm once, pointing out that the green pastures didn't stay green if you stayed in them
too long. Moving on was essential!
And I see another challenge towards the end: 'You spread a table before me in the presence
of those who trouble me' - what sort of defiant action is this, to sit calmly eating and drinking,
celebrating, in the face of terrible trouble? It is only possible because God sets the table, God
provides the total reassurance that we are safe in his house, in his arms. This is no easy
reassurance, it comes at great cost, and perhaps we only appreciate it when we ourselves are
desperate. But I pray that we may all know it deep in our hearts.



INTERCESSIONS
The dots allow space for your own prayers

We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity.
Jesus, light of the world, bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations …..
Jesus, Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, bread of life, give food to the hungry ..… and nourish us all with your word.
Jesus, Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, be with us and all who follow you in the way ..…
Deepen our appreciation of your truth and fill us with your life.
Jesus, Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, recover the straggler,
bind up the injured, strengthen the sick .....
and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures.
Jesus, Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, the resurrection and the life,
we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you …..
Raise us with them to eternal life.
Jesus, Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us, accept our prayers, and be with us always. Amen.

Our father who art in heaven...

CONCLUSION
God of love, you are the Good Shepherd who gave your own life so that we may have new life.
Help us to be good shepherds of strangers, friends and family, never running away but always
showing your love. This we ask in the power of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia. Amen.

Canon Robert Townsend

May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, fill you with his new life.
And the blessing of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you, those you love
and those you pray for, be with you now and always. Amen.


