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The BEACONS BENEFICE & PARISH of LLYN SAFADDAN
NOTICESHEET & SERVICE

Priest in Charge: Rev. Kelvin Richards tel: 01874-676146 e-mail kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
Associate Priest: Ven. Alan Jevons tel: 01874-658298 e-mail: alan.jevons@icloud.com

Local Ordained Minister: Rev. Liz Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267 e-mail: liz.bramley@icloud.com
Local Ordained Minister: Rev Trina Lodge tel: 01874 - 658878 e-mail: lodgetrina@gmail.com

Beacons Benefice - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475
Llyn Safaddan - https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s451

This Sunday 4th April : Easter Sunday
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Liz

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
The order of service can be found on either web site.

10-30am Easter Service at Llanfrynach Church led by Kelvin
please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday if you’d like to come to this

10-30am Easter Service at Llangors Church led by Trina
please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday if you’d like to come to this

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's latest video service, ‘Celebrating Easter Day’ is available on each Parish
Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Archbishop John’s Easter Message
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page

Tuesday 6th April
2-00pm Wedding at Llanfrynach Church

Thursday 8th April
4-30pm Online Study Group over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.

Next Sunday 11th April : Easter 2
9-30am Online Service over Zoom

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
The order of service will be found on either web site.

10-30am Service at Llangors Church
please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday 10th April if you’d like to come to this

Video Service on Youtube
Trina's next Sunday Video Service will be online by Saturday 10th April

Short Service with Readings & Reflection.
This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.
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Services, etc on TV and Radio this Week
Today on Radio Wales: 7-31am Celebration - a service for Easter Day from St Mary’s, Conwy
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship with the Archbishop of Canterbury.
Today on BBC 1: 10-00am Sunday Worship with the Archbishop of Canterbury

11-00am Urbi et Orbi - Pope Francis’s Easter Message
1-15pm Songs of Praise from Llandaff Cathedral

Today on Radio 3: 3-00pm Choral Evensong live from Manchester Cathedral
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong live from St Matthew’s, Westminsterl
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.

Churches Opening for Worship on Easter Day
Llanfrynach and Llangors Churches are both open for a service at 10-30am this Easter Sunday -
please see above for details.
After Easter we will then revert to the former monthly pattern before the last lockdown, i.e.

10-30am at Llanfrynach on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month
10-30am at Llangors on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the Month

As previously, for safety, services will take the form of a Service of the Word. Again as
previously, due to the need for social distancing we will be limited in the number of people we
can accommodate at either church building. So if you want to come to a particular service
could you please let Kelvin know by phone (01874-676146) or email (see above) by mid-day
on the Saturday before the Sunday service. Under the current regulations, face masks will
need to be worn so please bring one with you, although disposable masks will also be
available. Singing is still not permitted at the moment, although we will be able to play music
and hymns on a sound system and/or organ.

The Velveteen Rabbit - A Children’s Story with a Resurrection Analogy
The children’s book The Velveteen Rabbit is an early 20th Century story about a toy rabbit,
made of velveteen: initially ignored by the little boy owner the rabbit comes to be loved by
the little boy and eventually becomes real. The story is an analogy about Jesus’ love for us and
the Resurrection through which we are lead to eternal life. In a YouTube recording Trina reads
some pages from the story and retells chunks of it more succinctly before returning to the
story to finish. There are photos of the text and illustrations, along with a video clip of ‘real’
rabbits in a short reflection on the story. If you think it might be useful for any children you
know, or are interested in seeing it yourself then please do access it through this link:
https://youtu.be/Q8MWuZCVRzU

Congratulations
Our congratulations to both Rosemary Thomas and Windsor Griffiths who were recently
nominated to be recipients of the annual Royal Maundy Money.

https://youtu.be/Q8MWuZCVRzU
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EASTER SUNDAY 4th APRIL. A SERVICE FOR READING AT HOME

Introduction
Christ yesterday and today : the beginning and the end.

Alpha and Omega, all time belongs to him and all ages:
To him be all glory and power, through every age and for ever. Amen.

This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ was raised gloriously from the dead, crushing the
power of sin and destroying the sting of death. Throughout the world Christians celebrate the
mighty power of God as Christ calls us out of darkness to share in his marvellous light. May
we, and all Christ’s people, shine as lights in the world to the glory of God the Father.

Light a Candle then say:
The light of Christ : Thanks be to God
Alleluia! Christ is risen: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us therefore rejoice by putting away
all malice and evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart:
Heavenly Father, we have sinned in thought, word and deed, and have failed to do what we
ought to have done. We are sorry and truly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ
who died for us, forgive us all that is past and lead us in His way to walk as children of light.
Amen.

May Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us and set us free
from sin, strengthen us in goodness and keep us in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE GLORIA:
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father. We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of
the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our
prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the most high Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The collect Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your Son
overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant that we, being
dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory; to whom with you and
the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory and might, now and in all eternity.

Readings
Acts 10. 34-43 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to
him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ -
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he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism
that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for
God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They
put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed
him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.
All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name.’

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Alleluia.

John 20. 1-18 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter
and the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running together,
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and
saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following
him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had
been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then
the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as
yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples
returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent
over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus
had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why are
you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where
they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there,
but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For
whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her,
‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said
to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my
brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she
told them that he had said these things to her.

Archbishop John’s Easter Message
There will always be those who dismiss the Christian faith as wishful thinking. For them, the
Easter story is and will ever remain, at best, a lovely story of the ‘happy-ever-after’ variety or,
at worst, an unlikely and illogical con-trick, carefully contrived and perpetrated upon a gullible
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world by a small group of first-century conspirators. That countless billions have subsequently
lived in its light is, for them, either irrelevant or simply evidence of how easily human beings
can be influenced to believe in the unlikely and the illogical. Put more crisply, they would say
it’s all made up, and that those who believe it are just deluded. Well, they might be right if it
were not for history and consistent witness to its truth.

History and witness record the often-brutal efforts of those who tried to stamp out the faith
and to portray it just as today’s sceptics would – a con-trick. History and witness also record
how such efforts failed, but more than that, just what lengths Christians would go to and what
pains and trials they would endure rather than deny what they knew to be true, however
unlikely or illogical it might all seem.

Our faith in all its richness, and the Easter faith in particular, are rooted, not in falsehood, but
in the reality and witness of what people experienced and knew. As one of the prayers found
in our Prayer Book puts it, the Church is built upon the foundation of the Apostles and
Prophets, Christ Jesus being the head cornerstone.

Among those upon whose experience we can rely is a man named Nicodemus, a man of
substance, a Pharisee and a Jewish ruler. He appears in the Bible on just three occasions, each
of them in the Gospel according to St John.

He first appears in John, chapter 3, curious about Jesus, seeking him out by night for fear of
being seen by others. He hears from Jesus, but doesn’t fully grasp its meaning, of the call to be
‘born again’, ‘born water and the Spirit’ – to make a fresh start as a child of God. Despite not
fully understanding what Jesus meant he must have remained curious and interested, possibly
growing as a secret disciple, because, as we read in John chapter 7, when the Chief Priests and
Pharisees attempted to have Jesus arrested, Nicodemus protested, urging them to give Jesus a
hearing and even to learn from him. It didn’t get him very far! Finally, we read about him in
John, chapter 19 with Joseph of Arimathea, also ‘a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of
the Jews’, lovingly caring for the body of Jesus, embalming it and burying it in the garden
tomb. It had been quite a journey for Nicodemus, from curiosity and confusion about Jesus, to
defending him and then to giving him what, because of the quantity of expensive embalming
spices used, amounted to a royal burial.

At that moment, in that garden what did those two men feel? Desolation? Betrayal? Anger?
Did they think that it was all a con-trick after all, that the Pharisees had got it right? Did they
believe Jesus to have been a fraud but, because of his charisma as a figure, and as a friend,
they thought it only right to give him the most decent and dignified of burials? Who knows.

But there can be no doubt that, soon after, both Nicodemus and Joseph might well have been
part of the group of disciples and friends sharing in their common grief, perhaps in their
burning anger and confusion, when odd things began to happen, and talk of a resurrection
began to break out. Maybe they were among the crowd on the first Christian Pentecost when
everything made sense, when the church found her voice and had something to say to the
world about new life and new ways; something to say about the truth that the light of love
which Jesus demonstrated could not and cannot be destroyed by darkness.

https://www.learnreligions.com/high-priest-700109
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Today’s world remains darkened marred and disfigured by all manner of suffering, not only by
the ongoing COVID19 pandemic, but by atrocities, conflicts, persecutions too many to list - no
small number of them are caused by or aggravated by human perversity, arrogance, stupidity
and prejudice. Nicodemus was born again, and came to realise that the way of Christ Jesus
was a new way of life for him and for the world. At Easter and at all times, thank God for new
life in Christ and for people like Nicodemus who, in faith, tenderness, courage and love
continue to reach out to a broken and suffering world. At Easter and at all times may you
recognise your potential to be resurrected and to bring resurrection to others around you.

Intercessions
In joy and hope let us pray to the Father.

That our risen Saviour may fill us [and …] with the joy of his glorious and life-giving
resurrection, we pray to the Father.
Hear our prayer.

That isolated and persecuted churches may find fresh strength in the good news of Easter, we
pray to the Father.
Hear our prayer.

That God may grant us humility to be subject to one another in Christian love, we pray to the
Father.
Hear our prayer.

That he may provide for those who lack food, work or shelter, we pray to the Father.
Hear our prayer.

That by his power war and famine may cease through all the world, we pray to the Father.
Hear our prayer.

That he may reveal the light of his presence to the sick, the weak and the dying, to comfort
and strengthen them, we pray to the Father.
Hear our prayer.

That, according to his promises, all who have died in the faith of the resurrection may be
raised on the last day, we pray to the Father.
Hear our prayer.

That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people, so that we may bear faithful
witness to his resurrection, we pray to the Father.
Hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, you have delivered us from the power of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of your Son: grant that, as his death has recalled us to life, so his continual presence
in us may raise us to eternal joy; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven…….
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Conclusion
God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross,
and by his glorious resurrection have delivered us from the power of our enemy: grant us so
to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Alleluia. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

May God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, open to us who believe
the gates of everlasting life. Amen.

May God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, give us joy as we
share the Easter faith. Amen.

May God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, empower us
and fill us with Christ’s peace. Amen.

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.


