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9 May 2021 Short service to celebrate Christian Aid

Jesus said: “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet
shall he live”.

Our service this Sunday celebrates Christian Aid.

Hymn: Make Way, make way

1.
Make way, make way, for Christ the King
In splendour arrives.
Fling wide the gates and welcome him
Into your lives.
Chorus:
Make way! (Make way!)
Make way! (Make way!)
For the King of kings!
(For the King of kings!)
Make way! (Make way!)
Make way! (Make way!)
And let his kingdom in!

2.
He comes the broken hearts to heal,
The prisoners to free.
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance,
The blind shall see.
Chorus:

3.
And those who mourn with heavy hearts,
Who weep and sigh;
With laughter, joy and royal crown
He'll beautify.
Chorus:

4.
We call you now to worship him
As Lord of all.
To have no other gods but him:
Their thrones must fall!
Chorus:
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Let us confess our sins and pray together:

God you know us. You know that we can be loving and kind; and you know that sometimes
we get things wrong. We’re sorry for the times we hurt other people, forget to listen to you
and don’t bother to take care of your world.

God forgive us. Jesus bless us. God’s Spirit help us to grow in love. Amen

A Prayer of Lament:

O God, the heavens cannot be glad, the Earth does not rejoice; warming gases fill the
atmosphere, pollution turns clean air foul: climate breakdown wreaks havoc. The sea roars
with the grief of all the plastic that fills it, and of the destruction of coral reefs. The fields
exclaim despair for delayed rains and prolonged drought, for species becoming extinct on a
daily basis. No song of joy rings out from the trees of the forest decimated by forest fires.
How long O God, how long until your justice comes for all your creatures and the Earth? In
you we put our trust.
Amen.

We join together in saying our Lord’s prayer in the language of our choice:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against
us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Ein Tad, yr hwn wyt yn y nefoedd,
Sancteiddier dy enw.
Deled dy deyrnas.
Gwneler dy ewyllys, megis yn y nef, felly ar
y ddaear hefyd.
Dyro i ni heddiw ein bara beunyddiol.
A maddau i ni ein dyledion, fel y
maddeuwn ninnau i'n dyledwyr.
Ac nac arwain ni i brofedigaeth; eithr
gwared ni rhag drwg.
Canys eiddot ti yw'r deyrnas,
a'r nerth, a'r gogoniant,
yn oes oesoedd.
Amen.

Hymn: Lead us Heavenly father lead us
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1.
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
O'er the world's tempestuous sea;
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
For we have no help but Thee;
Yet possessing every blessing
If our God our Father be.

2.
Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us;
All our weakness Thou dost know;
Thou didst tread this earth before us,
Thou didst feel its keenest woe;
Lone and dreary, faint and weary,
Through the desert Thou didst go.

3.
Spirit of our God, descending,
Fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
Love with every passion blending,
Pleasure that can never cloy;
Thus provided, pardoned, guided,
Nothing can our peace destroy.

Our Reading is taken from St John’s Gospel, Chapter 15 verses 9-17:

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you keep my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and
remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may
be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no
one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I
command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I
have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so
that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my
name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other.

Our Reflection is about the work of the Charity ‘Christian Aid’. Christian Aid Week starts
tomorrow on 10th May, and we celebrate the work that they do.

Final hymn: Onward, Christian Pilgrims
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1.
Onward Christian pilgrims,
Christ will be our light;
See, the heavenly vision
Breaks upon our sight!
Out of death’s enslavement
Christ has set us free,
On then to salvation,
Hope and liberty.
(Chorus):
Onward Christian Pilgrims,
Christ will be our light;
See, the heavenly vision
Breaks upon our sight!

2.
Onward Christian Pilgrims,
Up the rocky way,
Where the dying saviour
Bids us watch and pray.
Through the darkened valley
Walk with those who mourn,
Share the pain and anger,
Share the promised dawn!
(Chorus):

3.
Onward Christian Pilgrims,
In the early dawn;
Death’s great seal is broken,
Life and hope reborn!
Faith in resurrection
Strengthens Pilgrims’ hearts,
Every load is lightened,
Every fear departs.
(Chorus):

4.
Onward Christian Pilgrims,
Hearts and voices raise,
Till the whole creation
Echoes perfect praise;
Swords are turned to ploughshares,
Pride and envy cease,
Truth embraces justice,
Hope resolves in peace.
(Chorus):

Final Prayer:

Father God, We pray that in this time of climate crisis and ecological emergency, you may
help us to rediscover your love of creation and to reflect that in our own lives. Amen

The Blessing:

May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face;
The rains fall soft upon your fields, and until we meet again
may God hold you in the palm of His hand.

In the name of the + Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
In the name of Christ, Amen


