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This Sunday 16th May : Easter 7
9-30am Online Service over Zoom led by Kelvin

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
The order of service can be found on either web site.

10-30am Service at Llanfrynach Church led by Kelvin
please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday if you’d like to come to this

Video Service on YouTube
Trina's latest video service is available via each Parish Web-page

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This can be found below, or on either parish web-page

Next Sunday 23rd May : Day of Pentecost
9-30am Online Service over Zoom.

Please contact one of the clergy for the link you’ll need in order to join this.
The order of service will be found on either web site.

10-30am Service at Llanfeugan Church
please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday 22nd May if you’d like to come to this

10-30am Service at Llangors Church
please let Kelvin know by mid-day Saturday 22nd May if you’d like to come to this

Video Service on Youtube
Trina's next Video Service will be online by Saturday 22nd May

Short Service with Readings & Reflection
This will be available in next week’s noticesheet.

SERVICES ON TV AND RADIO THIS WEEK
Today on Radio Wales: 7-30am Celebration, from the Cynon Valley
Today on Radio 4: 8-10am Sunday Worship: from Lichfield Cathedral
Today on BBC 2: 1-15pm Songs of Praise: from Exeter Cathedral
Today on Radio 3 3pm Choral Evensong from from St Martin in the Fields
Wednesday on Radio 3 : 3-30pm Choral Evensong live from St Pancras Church, London
Monday - Friday at 9-45am on Radio 4 Long Wave only: The Daily Service.
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CHURCHES OPEN FOR IN PERSONWORSHIP
Llanfrynach and Llangors Churches have been open for Sunday worship since Easter. All
being well Llanfeugan Church will also be opening for a 10-30am service next Sunday 23rd May
(with services then on the Sundays when there is not currently a service at Llanfrynach (i.e.
the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month). We are also hoping to get Llangasty Church open by the
beginning of June, and as things hopefully continue to improve with covid, we’ll explore which
churches after this we can then reopen. Of course, at the moment the regulations concerning
2m social distancing remain in place, meaning that we are limited in the number of people we
can accommodate at our churches - so it remains the case, that if you want to come to a
particular service you’ll need to let Kelvin know by phone (01874-676146) or email (see
above) by mid-day on the Saturday before the Sunday service. Face masks still need to be
worn so please bring one with you, although disposable masks will also be available.
Congregational singing is not permitted at the moment, although we will be able to play music
and hymns on a sound system and/or organ.

PARISH ANNUAL VESTRY MEETINGS
These will be a bit late this year - 7-30pm Tuesday 8th June held over Zoom for Llyn Safaddan
(and followed by a PCC meeting) and 7-00pm Thursday 10th June held over Zoom for the
Beacons Benefice (again, followed by a PCC meeting). If anyone has anything for the annual
reports please pass it on to Kelvin as soon as possible - many thanks.

SUNDAY 16th MAY - EASTER 7 - A SERVICE FOR READING AT HOME

INTRODUCTION
God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. Psalm 47.5

Keep a time of silence to reflect on sins and shortcomings, then:

Lord Jesus, you raise the dead to life in the Spirit.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you bring pardon and peace to the sinner.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you give light to those in darkness.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Heavenly Father, we have sinned in thought, word and deed, and have failed to do what we
ought to have done. We are sorry and truly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ
who died for us, forgive us all that is past and lead us in His way to walk as children of light.
Amen.

May Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us and set us free
from sin, strengthen us in goodness and keep us in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.



Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

COLLECT FOR EASTER 7 O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, but
send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is
gone before, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen

READINGS
Acts 1. 15-17, 21-26
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one
hundred and twenty people) and said, ‘Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the
Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who
arrested Jesus - for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.’
So one of the men who have accompanied us throughout the time that the Lord Jesus went in
and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up
from us - one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.’ So they proposed
two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed
and said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen
to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his
own place.’ And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the
eleven apostles.

Psalm 1
Blessed are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked : nor lingered in the way of
sinners, nor sat in the assembly of the scornful.
Their delight is in the law of the Lord : and they meditate on his law day and night.
Like a tree planted by streams of water bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not
wither : whatever they do, it shall prosper.
As for the wicked, it is not so with them : they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked shall not be able to stand in the judgement : nor the sinner in the
congregation of the righteous.
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous : but the way of the wicked shall perish.

John 17. 6-19
Jesus said, ‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to
them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have
believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world,
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and



yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I
protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them
was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I
am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made
complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because
they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to
take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not
belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word
is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their
sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.

REFLECTION
Today’s reading from the Acts of the Apostles gives us an interesting glimpse into the mindset
of the very earliest Christians. In this story, we find the disciples fresh from having witnessed
the Ascension of Jesus. His last words to them, had consisted of a promise that they would
receive power from on high when the Holy Spirit would come upon them, and he had told
them that they would be his witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth. And so they had returned to Jerusalem to do just this - to await this promised
gift of the Spirit.

Meanwhile, in this time between the Ascension and the coming of the Spirit on the Day of
Pentecost, we find Peter feeling the need to get on with something - in particular, to address
the problem of just who was going to replace Judas Iscariot following his fall from grace and
suicide..

Of course, twelve is as an important number in the Bible, - think of the twelve tribes of Israel,
for example. And so it must have seemed important to Peter that there be twelve (rather
than 11) apostles to carry on the ministry - to be witnesses to Christ "in Jerusalem, in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." The big question was, how were they going to
choose someone?

Well there were various criteria for making the decision. It had to be someone who had
accompanied them during all the time that the Jesus had been among them – as it were, the
one to be chosen had to have been, from the beginning, a witness to all that Jesus had said
and done in his earthly ministry. No doubt there were several among the company of about
120 people who would have meet that qualification, but, as we read, in the end, just two
persons were proposed: one was Joseph called Barsabbas, also known as Justus, and the other,
Mathias. And so they prayed that the Lord would show them which of these two should take
his place among the twelve; then they cast lots, and Mathias was chosen.

I suppose that to our way of thinking, casting lots is a rather interesting and novel way of
choosing someone! Just imagine what it would be like if the church today employed such a
method in the election of bishops! Just imagine it – trying to discern the will of God by
drawing polished stones out of a pot, or sticks of differing lengths, or flipping coins or turning
over cards! Mind you, it was evidently the accepted way of doing things back then, because



casting lots is actually mentioned in the Old Testament no less than 70 times, and in the New
Testament seven times! At least it’s a method which is free from the effects of politics,
nepotism and favouritism!

Again, I wonder what poor old Joseph called Barsabbas thought about the result. We don't
hear anything else about him in the NT, and so can only guess how he felt about being the
also-ran, and what he did with the rest of his life. Of course, inevitably he's not the only one
in the Bible, who had this kind of experience. All of David's brothers, for instance, were
passed over when Samuel anointed him king. And why, I wonder, did God prefer Jacob to Esau,
even before they were born? But then, it probably true that all of us have also been in this
position at some time or other As the old saying goes, "Some you win, some you lose!" No
doubt, someof those occasions when we’ve been on the losing end can be times of (painful)
growth for us. Perhaps we’ve all had to learn the hard way that we don't always have to be,
or indeed can be number one! That may have been the case for Joseph, called Barsabbas as
well. Interestingly, although there’s nothing else in the New Testament about him, there are
some traditions that suggest that he did indeed go on being a witness to the resurrection of
Jesus. It’s said that he preached in many different places. So perhaps in the end he didn't let
a small thing like coming second in the apostle elections get in his way. Perhaps we should
make Joseph called Barsabbas the patron saint of the underdog, the one whose slogan might
be, "We're number two, but we do try harder....."

Or again, maybe Joseph was smart enough to know that being counted among the twelve
wasn't actually the important thing at all. What was important was that he, too, was one who
had witnessed for the resurrected Christ, in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, or wherever it was
that he happened to find himself.

And or course, at the end of the day, that's what we're supposed to be doing, too. Joseph,
called Barsabbas, also known as Justus, isn't listed among the saints in our church calendar.
And the chances are that we won't be either. But so what? For God doesn’t call us to come in
at the head of the pack. God doesn’t call us to see our names in lights. Rather, God calls us
simply to bear witness to Jesus Christ in wherever place, whatever situation we find ourselves
in – no matter how grand, how humble. And that, at the end of the day, is all that really
matter. In his name. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
God of glory, may your light shine in our communities as you work among us and bless us with
your presence; we offer you the gifts you have given us and our various ministries; we offer
you ourselves, in the areas you have placed us. Holy God:may we live with your life in us.

God of Glory, may the whole world come to know you and give you honour and praise.
Encourage us all to stand firm in our faith, and strengthen us with your power. May your
kingdom come and your will be done. Holy God:may we live with your life in us.



God of glory, may our homes become places where your glory is seen and experienced in the
ordinary things, the everyday routines, the pots and pans of life. Fill us to overflowing with
ongoing thankfulness both in the sunlight and in the storm.
Holy God:may we live with your life in us.

God of glory, we pray for those who find life an exhausting struggle or who long for respite
from pain or depression. Support them in their troubles, bring healing and reassurance, and
touch them with the gentleness of your peace. Holy God:may we live with your life in us.

God of glory, teach us to understand life and death in the context of your eternity, so that our
fears are calmed. Welcome with merciful love those who have recently died and shelter their
loved ones in the shadow of your wings. Holy God:may we live with your life in us.

God of glory, we thank you that through your ascension into heaven the way was open for us
to receive the Holy Spirit. Prepare our hearts each day to welcome you.
Holy God:may we live with your life in us.

Our Father, who art in Heaven.....

CONCLUSION
As we wait in silence, make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we listen to your word, make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we worship you in majesty, make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we long for your refreshing, make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we long for your renewing, make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we long for your equipping, make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we long for your empowering, make us ready for your coming Spirit. Amen

May God the Father, who has given to his Son the name above every name, strengthen us to
proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord. Amen.
May God the Son, who is our great high priest passed into the heavens, plead for us at the
right hand of the Father. Amen
May God the Holy Spirit, who pours out his abundant gifts upon the Church, make us faithful
servants of Christ our King. Amen
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.


